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^ PREFACE. 

I 

s 

This book is an attempt to show that the Law 
of Evolution is not only not opposed to Evan- 
gelical Christianity, but a strong confirmation 
and enforcement of it. 

If Evolution is the Law of Nature, it must 
be true of Spiritual Man, since the latter is the 
necessary sequence of the former. As the Law 
of Nature, it works with the utmost precision 
towards a given end. In the Spiritual World 
the same methods are followed in regard to 
Spiritual Man. This puts Christianity on a 
natural basis, instead of an artificial one of 
man's invention. The confusion of the theo- 
logical world will find in the simplicity and ex- 
actness of Nature its best remedy. The follow- 
ing application of Evolution to the Spiritual 
Life of Man will be sharply criticised as too 
evangelical. But if the lines of Nature have 
been followed, the contention is not simply as to 
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Revelation, but the constitution of Nature. It 
may be called Evolution with an " if." The 
following pages will endeavor to show that there 
are as many " ifs " in Nature as in the Evolution 
of Spiritual Man, and that these " ifs *' have a 
mutual correspondence. 

This little monosyllable is a very important 
word. It is the indispensable link between 
cause and effect; it connects the engine with 
the train. Nature would be nothing without it, 
neither would the Spiritual World. It is a con- 
spicuous word in the Bible. '* If ye keep my 
commandments," is the emphatic statement of 
Jesus. The "if" in Nature connects a personal 
and immanent God, as the origin of all Life, 
with all that follows. The most unwilling minds 
are obliged to acknowledge that link. The same 
is true in the Spiritual World. Given a super- 
natural Cause, the effects as revealed in the 
Bible and confirmed in human experience are 
no more varied than in Nature. The levels and 
lifts in the latter are duplicated in the former ; 
the closeness of this identity will be shown 
later on. 

This reduces the Spiritual World to a system 
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of cause and effect. Christianity, it is true, is 
a doctrine of Grace. But Grace rests on im- 
mutable conditions, in relation to both God and 
man. To ignore these conditions is suicidal. 

Nature advises a different course. She works 
towards her physical ideal with mathematical 
precision. Her life is consistent and harmo- 
nious. Revelation takes up the work where 
Nature ends. As a moral being, man must be 
in harmony with God. Righteousness, which is 
rightnessy is God's deepest nature. Gravitation 
is not more essential to stellar existence than 
Righteousness to God's moral government. Jus- 
tice is simply an expression of Righteousness. 
Man, therefore, never can have peace with his 
Maker, and never can have true respect for him- 
self, until he comes into harmony with the moral^ 
government of the Universe. 

God is Love, but He is Righteous first, and 
He is Love because He is Righteous. His 
Rightness expresses itself in self-sacrifice, that 
Man might be brought into harmonious happi- 
ness with Him. The offer of such joy should 
lead a man to accept the Christ nature ; but hav- 
ing received Christ into the heart, he is filled 
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with hunger and thirst after Righteousness for 
its own sake, aside from the reward it brings. 
Just as Animal life could not stop short of its 
ideal in the human body, so Spiritual Man is 
under a like impulsion by the indwelling Christ 
to attain the Christ Righteousness. There is 
this difference, however. The Physical is under 
blind and resistless necessity, but the Spiritual 
Man, by his endowment of intelligence and 
choice, can hinder and even destroy that impul- 
sion. That he may not do so, the facts of both 
Nature and Revelation should be most plainly 
placed before him in regard to the Evolution of 
Spiritual Man. 

West Newton, Mass. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

I. Evolution Defined. 

It is the principle of progressive continuity in 
the material and moral universe. It does not 
account for original beginnings, but for the un- 
folding of all things from such beginnings. 

Infidel and Christian evolutionists agree as to 
a First Cause ; they differ as to the personality of 
that Cause. The former make the law of evolu- 
tion self -executing ; not only in the development 
of nature, but also in the creation of new begin- 
nings — origin of species. The latter make God 
the originating and executive power of this and 
all other laws of nature. As gravitation is the 
divine method of sustaining the cosmos, so is 
evolution the divine plan for developing it. It is 
creation by natural process, but not so natural 
that it does not use supernatural aid in bridging 
the chasms between the different planes of 
nature. 

Different qualities are developed by natural 
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process; these different qualities when brought 
together under proper conditions produce a new 
plane of creation. This is nature's birth. When 
hydrogen and oxygen are brought in contact, 
water is born. This combination nature is help- 
less to effect. There are too many elements to 
be arranged. Three different chemicals brought 
together in the green leaves of plants in the 
presence of sunlight will produce living proto- 
plasm. But this requires supernatural teleol- 
ogy ; Christian Evolution, therefore, includes not 
only natural process of development, but also di- 
rect supernatural combinations, by which nature 
mounts the rising rounds of the universe. And 
even here the divine touch is not always abrupt 
Birth of something entirely new and different 
may result from the combination of certain forms 
of energy ; or this may be made with embryos, 
and both develop together until the point of 
birth is reached, when a new order of creation is 
produced. 

In that sense it may be true that the highest as 
well as the lowest parts of nature are the result 
of natural law ; that what at last came to birth in 
man was contained in the womb of nature, as the 
life principle of animals and plants. But the 
point to be maintained is, the divine touch some- 
where — by which nature is born from above 
into a new creation, whether plant, animal, or 
m£^. 
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II. Is Evolution Established ? 

It is safe to say that nine tenths of Christian 
scientists now accept the doctrine of progressive 
continuity. The principle in its minor details 
has not been verified, but as a general fact it is 
certain. 

Its acceptance is necessitated by the facts of 
geology and astronomy, which proclaim the uni- 
versality and continuity of law. The same law 
of gravitation controls a grain of sand that holds 
together the planetary system. In like manner 
the planetary system is developed by the same 
law that now controls the development of an egg 
into a bird, or a human seed into a man. 

God works through infinite space with the law 
of gravitation, through infinite time with the law 
of evolution. In answer to the fear which this 
doctrine now excites in the Christian world, it 
may be said that the sciences of astronomy and 
geology were still more terrifying, but have re- 
sulted in far nobler conceptions of the God of 
nature as the God of revelation ; the same must 
be true of evolution. 

These remarks as to evolution in general seem 
necessary as a basis for the evolution of Chris- 
* tianity. For if evolution be true in nature, then 
it must be true in Christianity; since there is 
one God, by whom and in whom all things exist. 
This will more clearly appear as we consider : — 
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1. The Physical Nature of Man, 

The evolution of Christianity includes the hu- 
man body. The opening words of the Bible con- 
cern the origin of it, and its closing chapters its 
immortality. Science tells us that the law of 
continuity, connecting it with preceding physical 
forms, had to do with its origin, and Revelation 
declares the operation of the same law, in the 
transition of the present into the resurrection 
body. Of the first, we can speak more definitely 
than of the second. Man's body proclaims its 
origin. Its chemical constituents, its structure 
and functions, link him with the higher animals. 

We are not of those who believe that the Bible 
obliges us to hold, in the face of science, that 
God created all fossil remains in six literal days. 
Nor do we believe that God made man out of the 
dust, as a child makes dirt-pies. Nor, on the 
other hand, do we believe that man was not made 
at all, only " growed," as Topsy, but that both 
are true; that his body is the result of divine 
agency by natural process, that is, that the human 
species, like all other new species, developed up 
to a certain point in the lower order, and was 
brought to the birth point by divine combina- 
tions, so that a new order of beings resulted. 

2. Matis Moral Nature, 

This is the counter and superior part to the 
physical ; that which lifts him not only above ani- 
mal life, but above his own physical nature. But 
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this nature also in its lower'ranges gives unmis- 
takable evidence of continuous connection with 
preexistent life. It is the relation of shadow to 
substance, promise to fulfillment, different not 
only in degree, but in kind, and yet the identifica- 
tion is so great as to prove a law of continuity. 

Animal consciousness foreshadows human self- 
consciousness ; animal will, — man's free will ; 
instinct, — rational intelligence ; sign language, 
— human speech. The lower passes into the 
higher, ]\ot by a self -development, but by a super- 
natural birth, which begins a new order of exist- 
ence. Man now becomes a personality, and so a 
master of material destiny. This was a part of 
God's work when he made man a ** living soul." 

But man is more than this. His moral nature 
has a higher range ; he is a spiritual and immor- 
tal being. Does the law of evolution still hold } 
We think it does ; we have passed beyond matter 
into spirit. But it is still natural law in the 
spiritual world. 

It is the same law operating at the two ends of 
the ladder. Animal consciousness, will, and in- 
stinct were the bases of self-consciousness, free 
will, and reason in man ; and these in turn are the 
bases of man's spiritual nature, — a nature not 
self-developed, but bom into being by a direct 
revelation of God's nature to him, by which he 
was made in God's image, and became a child of 
God, — a creature of immortality. It is at this 
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point that the Bible*takes up man's history and 
unfolds it to the present time. This unfolding, 
we believe, will very strongly show the evolution 
of Christianity. According to the BiBle, man 
was created an innocent but not a perfect being. 
That is, he was without the knowledge of evil, 
and was innocent, instead of virtuous ; a pure 
being, untested by temptation. He was, there- 
fore, not a perfect being ; neither innocence nor 
happiness is perfection. Innocence was the gift 
of God in man's creation ; but this innocence 
was given man as a basis on which to work 
out a character of virtue, which is the goal of 
humanity. 

Innocence is a preestablished condition ; vir- 
tue is self-acquired. Hence the forbidden tree in 
Eden. Man did not prove equal to the test, and 
so lost both virtue and innocence. 

Sin, primarily, was not so much a fall from a 
higher to a lower, as a failure to rise from a lower 
to a higher, — not so much eating of the forbid- 
den tree, as failure to partake of the Tree of Life. 
The latter represented communion and corre- 
spondence with God, and had innocent man con- 
tinued to reach out for this he would not have 
fallen. But, instead, he permitted Satan's sug- 
gestions concerning God to break this corre- 
spondence, and then followed the degradation of 
the forbidden fruit. Man's refusal to choose the 
higher preceded and conditioned his fall to the 
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lower, and the essence of sin is therefore in that 
refusal, whatever may lead the will to make it. 

To be out of correspondence with God is 
death, as illustrated in both the first and second 
Adam. Jesus said, "To know God is eternal 
life;" that is, to be in union with him. Im- 
manuel came to form the connecting link. The 
crowning sin of man is the neglect or refusal to 
avail himself of that connection, both in seeking 
and growing into the divine correspondence. 

Man is lost now, as Adam was, by not grasp- 
ing the higher, rather than by falling to the 
lower. The higher is the new birth by which 
such correspondence is effected. 

Had man remained innocent, a perfect race 
would in time have been developed. This would 
not have followed from Adam's innocence alone. 
The race fell in him because he was the first 
man, but each one after him would have had to 
fight his own battle, and gain his own victory. 
In case all had succeeded, the topic of this article 
would be the evolution of Humanity. But when 
innocence was lost, and the progressive continu- 
ity of the race was interrupted and destroyed, 
man became spiritually dead. His centripetal 
force was gone. His development was swiftly 
and endlessly away from God. He reverted to 
his original type of savage animalism, and yet, 
as a self-conscious and free-acting being, retained 
^ sensQ of accountability that filled hini with 
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fear and suffering. The Creator could do one of 
two things. In perfect justice, man could be 
left to his fate ; or, in infinite love, the broken 
chain could be relinked. This was done by the 
offering of Jesus, who came and re-created man 
in God's image, and started him on a new line of 
development ; hence we write the evolution of 
Christianity, and not of Humanity. 

3. The Evolution of Christianity, 

The study of this evolution brings to our no- 
tice : — 

1st. The Old Testament, — Jesus affirmed the 
testimony of the Hebrew Scriptures concerning 
himself, — a testimony faintly given to Adam, 
but growing more distinct with each new voice 
until the last, which shook profoundly the ancient 
land and people with the announcement of his 
arrival. 

The flower of the century plant is not more 
beautiful in itself than in its slow but orderly 
evolution. The preeminence of Jesus as the 
flower of humanity was in part on account of his 
slow but orderly evolution as the Son of man, as 
well as the direct and perfect impartation of the 
divine nature which made him the Son of God. 

The genealogies of the Gospels are as neces- 
sary as the story of the incarnation at Bethlehem. 
The evolution of the Old Testament justifies 
and defends its present canonical order. 

The first distinct upward movement in the 
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evolution of Christianity in the Old Testament 
was the call of Abram. At this call, he steps 
upon a new plane of life, and becomes the 
founder of a new race ; a race that walks by faith 
and not by sight. But is his break with the past 
so abrupt and absolute as to destroy all lines of 
progressive continuity ? 

Certainly all knowledge of the true God had 
not been lost, and Abram was therefore not the 
only person to claim it. This he distinctly 
avows in meeting Melchizedek, the best ex- 
planation of whose character is that he was one 
of the few remaining original worshipers of the 
true God, in the midst of a heathen world. 

Traditions of God's first and subsequent deal- 
ings with the race must have reached down to 
Abram. The Tower of Babel was a familiar 
sight, and proclaimed the story of the flood. 
The faith of Abram did not originate, de novo^ 
with him. The materials were preexistent in 
the traditions which he possessed. It was a new 
faith, however, in that God revealed himself to 
Abram so as to verify these traditions, and make 
them a basis of action in separating him from 
all idolatrous connections. It was a new birth, 
by bringing in contact with existing materials a 
clearer revelation of the divine character. 

Abram the Hebrew (the man that crossed over) 
as he ascended the western bank of the Eu- 
phrates was no longer a Bedouin sheik, but the 
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Friend of God. His relation henceforth to 
Christianity was that of the acorn to the oak. 
The evolution of the oak may fitly symbolize the 
development of both the Old and the New Tes- 
tament life, — the smallness of the seed, the slow- 
ness of its growth, the knotted and twisted tree, 
and its final stateliness and blessing. There are 
many planes in the movement of Israel. Its his- 
tory flows and ebbs like the sea, but is always an 
upward trend. The historical breaks are some- 
times so wide that the future seems entirely sev- 
ered from the past. The Exodus was marked by 
a new calendar of time, for God saith to Moses, 
" This shall be the beginning of months to you." 
As the Red Sea was a new line of destiny at 
the beginning, so the crossing of the Jordan 
marked another at the close, of the desert life. 
Other epochs of almost equal importance fol- 
lowed. Notice the evolution of government from 
the anarchy of Samuel and the Judges into the 
orderly and world-admired kingship of David and 
Solomon. The return from Babylon marks the 
new era of the Restoration. But as wide as 
these gaps are, the bridges that span them, and 
make the two sides inseparable, are always 
plainly in sight. The farther end of the bridge 
is always lower down, for in reaching the new 
plane there must be an ascent as well as a cross- 
ing. Whatever may be said of the lost tribes of 
Jthe Jews, the continuity of the national life of 
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the Hebrews, from Abraham to this hour, has 
remained intact. 

What is true of government is still more true^ 
of religion, of which government was the expres- 
sion. The most disastrous vicissitudes of the 
theocracy only developed in the nation the life 
of Theos more grandly. 

What a difference between the motley herd of 
almost fetich worshipers, struck with terror at 
the foot of Sinai, and the spiritual procession 
which brought back the ark from the Philistines, 
or that heralded the triumphal entry of Jesus 
into Jerusalem ! In Abraham's time the divine 
presence could be comprehended only in human 
form ; talking with him in human voice and 
eating at his hospitable table. Very differently 
does Malachi set forth the spiritual and puri- 
fying character of Jehovah. The tabernacle is 
the unfolding seed of the temple. The pillar of 
cloud and fire is superseded at the Jordan by the 
ark, and the audible voice of God gives place to 
the Shekinah. In a word, the whole symbolism 
of the Old Testament always keeps step with the 
progressive spiritual development of Israel; so 
that Hebrew ritualism at the coming of Jesus 
had lost its hold on the heart of the nation. The 
sacrificing scenes of the temple, once so impres- 
sive, had become almost disgusting, as a divine 
method for the forgiveness of sins. 

Jesus could not have introduced spiritual 



12 THE EVOLUTION OF SPIRITUAL MAN. 

worship into the world so easily, had not this 
been the case. The evolution of Christianity 
was ready to burst the old shell of ritualism and 
send forth a spiritual and world-wide religion. 
Let us now turn to — 

ft 

^2d. The New Testament^ and notice, first, this 
evolution could not spring from merely human 
or natural sources ; there are those who maintain 
that Christianity, like all other religions, is simply 
the result of the law of human progress. This 
has been pointed out as impossible in regard to 
Judaism. Nature and the eternal truths of God 
are the basis of it, but direct divine revelation 
must touch that basis before Judaism could be 
born. This is shown by the fact that no other na- 
tion by the development of natural religion ever 
approached the divine nature of Hebrew worship. 
Grecian culture comes the nearest, and many 
think Plato had a true conception of God. But, 
if it was true, it was so indistinct that his nation 
could not see it, and even, as concerns himself, it 
is by no means certain that he was not indebted 
for it to Judaism, of which it is believed by com- 
petent critics he was not ignorant : his voice, so 
far from that of a herald of a new day, sounds 
more like that of one crying in the darkness with 
a helpless cry for light. If Plato fell so far short 
of even Judaism, it is not credible that New Tes- 
tament Christianity could have been evolved from 
Flatonism. 



INTRO D UCTJON. 1 3 

It has been. recently pointed out by a distin- 
guished scholar of England that the resemblance 
between Christianity and Platonism is mostly 
found in that which is not peculiar to Christian- 
ity, viz., natural religion and morality, and that 
every attempt to find the distinctive doctrines of 
Christianity in Platonism is a failure. 

The atonement, the Trinity, regeneration. Holy 
Spirit, and resurrection are not even foreshad- 
owed ; so far as Plato provided the materials for 
their temple the writers of the New Testament 
are entitled to a new creation. Besides, it would 
be necessary to show that Christ and the apostles 
had acquaintance with Plato's writings. Neither 
can it be shown that Christianity was evolved out 
of Judaism by merely human or natural means — 
nay more, by the Old Testament plus the power 
of Platonism; for both of these were combined in 
Philo, the Alexandrian Jew. This distinguished 
philosopher and moralist comes nearest to Jesus 
of all who have wrought out systems from which 
Christianity might have been derived. Even 
granting that Judaism is only the highest reli- 
gious round in the natural progress of humanity, 
we see the impossibility of completing the ascent 
to heaven itself by evolving Christianity from 
what has preceded it, by natural or merely human 
ability, in the signal failure of Philo to do so. 

Instead of carrying forward the conceptions of 
the Old Testament on which Christianity rests. 
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he even falls below them. So far from Philoism 
being a stepping-stone by which the authors of 
Christianity mounted up from Judaism to their 
perfect religion, it was a stumbling-stone. There 
are many points of wide divergence between 
Jesus and Philo, which would make the former 
an impossible borrower from the latter. But 
there are two impassable chasms betw.een them. 
The first is the almost entire absence in Philo of 
Messiahship, which forms such a large part of 
the New Testament. The helplessness of the 
natural mind to evolve spiritual conceptions from 
lower and material ones is astonishingly shown 
in Philo, who, with all the Messianic prophecies 
spread out before him in the Old Testament, 
makes only a few confused allusions to it. He 
falls far short of his own nation in regard to the 
Messiahship. 

The second fatal break is the utter absence in 
Philo of the corner-stone of Christianity, viz., the 
atonement. 

The sacrificial character of the Old Testament, 
though " writ so large," failed utterly to suggest 
to him the Lamb of God. If Philo, a profound 
philosopher and a devout Hebrew, could not 
evolve from the Old Testament a parallel system 
to Christianity, or even supply a connecting link 
by which the authors of Christianity could carry 
forward the line of progressive continuity, then 
we should not expect any greater success in ag- 
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counting for Christianity (as alleged by German 
criticism) in saying that Jesus by using the ma- 
terials of Judaism had succeeded (simply as a 
man) where Philo failed. Christianity in the 
New Testament is not therefore an evolution 
from natural or human sources, or even from 
divine sources, by merely human ability ; but it 
is a divine and supernatural evolution of spiritual 
religion from its material repressions in the Old 
Testament. It is the development out of the 
mechanical and formal into the natural and spir- 
itual. Religion is, therefore, a growth as well as 
a gift. The inflexible and irreversible law of 
nature is the law of cause and effect ; every 
event must have an adequate cause. 

The Bible is a book of cause and effect. This 
trend of the Old Testament is plain to all ; it is 
a book of law. The law kept or broken was the 
inevitable cause of certain effects; albeit the 
method of realizing those effects was material 
and artificial. But the New Testament, it is 
said, deals with effects rather than causes. It is 
a book of grace ; God takes care of the effects ; 
we are " to cast our deadly doing down." There 
is truth in this. Doing in the old time was a fail- 
ure, because it was an attempted evolution of 
something out of nothing; an effect without a 
cause, a development of spiritual life out of 
physical. 

The New Testament furnishes a spiritual cause, 
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— SO far it is a book of grace ; of receiving in- 
stead of doing ; of effect rather than cause. The 
spiritual seed is from God; here as in nature. 
" In the beginning God created ; " this divine 
effect now becomes a human cause, from which 
all spiritual life is evolved by the same invariable 
laws which are at work in nature. The concise 
statement of this law is this, we love God (effect) 
because He first loved us (cause). The evolution 
of that love into all spiritual fruits is along the 
same line of the inflexible law of cause and effect. 
Jesus is introduced to us as the author of two 
worlds ; the material and spiritual. The more we 
study these two worlds, the more we see not only 
the identity of the Omnipotence that gave them 
existence, but also the laws of their development. 
Our Lord wrote these laws so plainly in the phy- 
sical world that all who run may read. He is 
equally explicit in the spiritual record. One of 
the most important words in the New Testament 
is the monosyllable " if." These two letters con- 
dense Christianity into a scheme of cause and 
effect. If ye keep my commandments (cause) ye 
shall abide in my love (effect). The very heart 
of the Gospels (John xiv. and xv.) teems with this 
word. The Epistles are no less emphatic. This 
" if " is the cable link that makes God's immuta- 
ble promise (cause) inseparable from the result 
(effect) of our obedience. The everlasting " ifs " 
of Jesus have been sadly overlooked. 
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It is a mistake and disaster of the Christian 
world that effects are sought instead of causes/ 
Heaven is aimed at, while the causes from which 
it only can result are slighted or ignored. The 
remedy is in a vital connection with Christ. He 
is the all-producing cause ; we must abide in 
him as the branch in the vine. The evolution 
of Christianity in the New Testament is the pro- 
gressive unfolding therein of the Christ nature, 
which is both the seed and the growth of the 
spiritual life in man. 

We say progressive unfolding, since Jesus came 
to fulfill all righteousness, as to the law of phy- 
sical and spiritual life, as well as the ceremonial 
law. His body was the result of natural process : 
from divine seed. He increased in wisdom, and 
his innocence was developed into virtue by temp- 
tation. His self-denial in the home life at Naza- 
reth was the seed of his sacrifice at Jerusalem 
for the human race. Faith is the universal law 
of salvation, as gravitation is the universal law 
that saves the physical worlds. Christ was sub- 
ject to that law. He was saved by faith in God 
as we are saved by faith in him. This faith is 
a development. From feebleness it grows into 
assurance, and ripens into sight. It would not 
be too much to say that Jesus could not have 
borne at the outset the tests put to his faith 
on the cross, else he would have mocked his dis- 
ciples, instead of comforting them with the words, 
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" Be of good cheer, I have overcome the world." 
Step by step they should conquer as he had 
done. 

We come now to his public ministry. We have 
here the same proof of evolution. This is shown 
in the New Testament canon. The present order 
of these books is not a sudden or artificial ar- 
rangement. It is the growth of centuries, and is 
the natural development of a life. Notice — 

(i) The character of the Gospels. They give 
us a physical basis of Christianity. It was neces- 
sary that the incarnate life of God should be ab- 
solutely certified as a human and historic fact. 
This has been done so effectually by the biogra- 
phers of Jesus as to render all mythical origin of 
Christianity impossible of extensive belief, and 
this is all they did do. The evangelists are not 
teachers of spiritual religion. Their office was to 
furnish facts, which the Holy Spirit could use 
subsequently, in the evolution of Christianity. 
In the statement of these facts, there is also a 
natural order of growth from the material to the 
spiritual. 

Matthew comes first, presenting Jesus as a law- 
giver, and also, by a Jewish genealogy, making 
the New Testament an indenture of the Old. 
But there is no spiritual effect in this picture. 
The Sermon on the Mount excited great admira- 
tion and possibly good resolutions, but how far 
short of the spiritual results of Peter's sermon at 
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Pentecost ! verifying Christ's assurance that his 
disciples should do greater work than he. 

Mark describes the amazement of the people 
at the miracles of Jesus, but he does not tell us 
of any one crying out for salvation. It is the 
gospel of physical, not spiritual power. 

Luke is the humanitarian. His master is the 
Friend of humanity. Herein his genealogy is 
an advance on Matthew's. The latter, as a Mes- 
sianic historian, keeps within Jewish lines and 
stops with Abraham, while the former writes of 
Jesus. as the Son of Man, and extends the chain 
of descent back to God. 

As a sacred historian, Luke writes in a very 
different tone in the Gospels from what he used 
in the Acts. His humanitarian gospel of Jesus' 
kindness to the sick falls far short of Christ's 
spiritual healing of the Philippian jailer, and 
many others whom Luke describes when with 
Paul on his missionary tours. 

John's Gospel is a great spiritual advance on 
the other three. The spiritual effect of the fourth 
Gospel is not because Christ's life here described 
produced a spiritual impression at the time, but 
because John did not write until the Holy Spirit 
had brought out the spiritual significance of that 
life : John himself points out more plainly than 
the others that the people, and even the disci- 
ples, did not understand his spiritual sayings at 
the time, And it is in John's Gospel that' Jesus 
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declares that the further evolution of his reli- 
gion requires the removal of his bodily presence, 
that on this material foundation of his life may 
be erected the spiritual superstructure of Chris- 
tianity. 

We now pass from the acts of Christ in the 
flesh to the acts of Christ in the Spirit. We 
have here no new truth ; but simply the facts 
of the incarnation made spiritual. In the Gos- 
pels Jesus speaks to man, in the Acts he speaks 
in man, and what an evolution of power is shown 
by our Saviour in the Acts beyond that of the 
Gospels ! How much greater are his spiritual 
miracles than the physical I the birth of Christ in 
the soul is greater than his birth in the flesh. 
Humanity made Christian at the Pentecost is 
greater than the Christ made human at Beth- 
lehem. 

(2) The Epistles are an evolution of the Acts, 
as the Acts are of the Gospels. In the Acts 
there is birth and infancy, in the Epistles growth 
and maturity. Two words cover all this part of 
the New Testament, " In Christ." The doctrines 
are not Pauline or Petrine ; they are Christian. 

The practical importance of the evolution of 
Scripture is very great. The Bible is the nilo- 
meter of Christian life. It reveals Jesus as the 
standard of all spiritual measurement. A certain 
pleasure in the Gospels is not, therefore, a suffi- 
cient ground of hope. The material Christ, only. 



INTRODUCTION. 21 

is there presented. A perfect humanity is there, 
which inspires as a beautiful example. It is an 
inspiration from without, and does not meet the 
wants of depraved natures, which must be re- 
created from within. It is an ideal picture, in 
which even infidelity and atheism may find pleas- 
ure. Spiritual man draws spiritual strength from 
the Gospels, because they are read in a spiritual 
atmosphere and understanding. But when the 
Acts are reached, the unbeliever parts company 
with the Christian. There is nothing in his ex- 
perience to correspond with Pentecost : much 
less will he feel at home in the Epistles. Hence, 
liberal Christianity has never gotten beyond the 
Sermon on the Mount, in its relish of the New 
Testament. Strong efforts have been made to 
cultivate a taste for later scriptures, but they are 
bitter still to the natural heart. 

The Revelation is the severest test of all, for 
it reveals to every character the final result of 
evolutionized Christianity. The redeemed hu- 
manity before the throne proves the spiritual 
survival of the fittest, and that those only who 
overcome shall wear crowns. But does the evo- 
lution of Christianity stop with the New Testa- 
ment } As to the communication of truth from 
God, it does : but as to the apprehension and ap- 
plication of that truth, it does not. The history 
of Christian doctrine proves the evolution of spir- 
itual man, and it is one of the strongest assur- 
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ances of Christian faith. The great doctrines of 
Christianity are connecting links between the 
present and the apostolic church. There is a logi- 
cal and natural order in these doctrines almost as 
strongly marked as the canon of Scripture itself. 
The ecumenical mind of the church has built up, 
age after age, a system of truth which is as com- 
pactly knit together as the most s)nTimetrical 
structure of mankind. The three great outlines 
of this system are the doctrines of the Trinity, 
Anthropology, and Soteriology. These were 
wrought out in defenise of Christianity in answer 
to the attacks of its enemies in different ages. 
But this trinity of doctrines is one in purpose ; 
that is, to convict the world of sin. This is in 
accordance with the statement of Jesus concern- 
ing the first great epoch in the evolution of spir- 
itual Christianity. 

When the Holy Spirit began this work, human 
nature resisted Him with the charge that the 
sacrifice for sin was not divine, and therefore sin 
could not be so heinous an offense before God 
as the first preachers of the gospel alleged. In 
answer to this charge was wrought out the great 
doctrine of the Trinity, confirming the divinity 
of Jesus Christ. 

The next point of attack on the Christian de- 
fenses was in regard to the nature of man. A 
denial of original sin, and less moral accounta- 
bility in general, was alleged in answer to the 
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Scripture account of the virulence and universal- 
ity of the Fall. 

Hence was evolved the Biblical doctrine of 
Anthropology. Having failed at both these points, 
the forces of the enemy were concentrated on the 
centre, like Napoleon at Waterloo, or Lee at Get- 
tysburg, viz., the atonement. The defenders of 
Christianity were challenged to show how the 
death of Christ was a satisfaction for sin. The 
answer to this challenge is not yet fully returned, 
and it is uncertain when it will be. At the pres- 
ent time all theories of the atonement are at a 
discount. But while the nexus between the death 
of Christ and the sinful soul may not be fully 
stated, the fact itself has been more firmly proved 
by the Scriptures in the discussion of the ages. 

May not the atonement have been made to 
cover too much by human speculation as an ex- 
planation of the fact that all theories are unsat- 
isfactory ? As typified in Jewish sacrifices, it 
would chiefly relate to the sins of the past. 
There can be no law without penalty, and this 
penalty was laid on scapegoats and burning offer- 
ings. The sacrifice of Christ is the penalty of 
man's sins. But Jesus provides for the future as 
well as for the past. In the Old Testament, man 
carried away a pardon, as he might carry from 
the market something purchased, just as the Ro- 
manist now does, but would have no principle of 
holiness which would protect against future sin. 
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But in the New Testament, while pardon for the 
past is secured by the atonement, the future is 
provided for by accepting Christ as a personal 
life in the soul, which removes the love of sin, 
and therefore guards against the guilt of it. And 
yet, if any man sin, the atonement still avails in 
Christ, our Advocate with the Father. 

The fact is that theological statements of doc- 
trine are relaxing their hold on the human 
mind, because they are now established as much 
as they probably ever will be, and furnish a 
basis for the further evolution of Christian 
truths. No one can doubt that we are in an age 
of transition. Transition from theory to fact, 
from doctrine to life. 

The creed statements of the past are pro- 
tested. The doctrine of sin is not now the sub- 
stance of preaching. Hell excites little fear; 
converts do not speak of conviction of sin as for- 
merly. A sinful record does not oppress them. 
The moving motive is to attain something bet- 
ter. Not the fear of the past, but the hope of 
the future, has led them to Christ. Are these 
things signs of the times? Has the evolution 
of spiritual Man reached a new epoch in its 
advancement } or are these things evidence of 
a retrograde movement } Whether the former 
or the latter remains to be seen. Meanwhile, 
what saith the Scripture ? Did Jesus anticipate 
our age, when he outlined the three successive 
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stages of the work of the Holy Spirit ? First, 
the conviction of sin. This, of course, means 
all sin ; but it has special reference to the sin of 
rejecting him. As therefore Christ has been 
more clearly placed before the world by the 
Holy Spirit, the sin of neglecting or refusing 
him has increased accordingly. This has trans- 
ferred the accent of sin from overt acts to the 
underlying nature of unbelief out of which spring 
sinful lives. It is laying the axe at the root of 
the tree. The fruits might be clubbed off, but 
as long as the root remains the process would 
have to be repeated. This distinction seems to 
be drawn by the Saviour in stating the second 
office of the Holy Spirit to be the conviction of 
righteousness, — that is, Christ's righteousness, 
' and therefore an advance on the conviction of 
sin in general as it intensifies the sin of rejecting 
him. The conviction of sin, therefore, is more 
characterized by bitter regret and remorse in 
having failed to live for God than in the con- 
sciousness of sinful acts. The sin of unbelief, 
is, therefore, the deepest condemnation of men. 
This, you may say, in a sense is included in the 
first sin ;. and yet it is separate, though in a 
sense it includes the first, as the first includes it. 
The difference is that the first emphasizes the 
past ; the second lays stress on the future. 

One cries, " How shall I escape ? '* the other, 
'* How shall I attain } " The first is an appeal 
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to fear, the second to an inspiring destiny ; the 
latter is the greater, because an evolution of the 
/ormer. It marks growth ; ought not this higher 
motive to be expected after eighteen centuries 
of Christianity ? 

The race is not the same as in the apostolic 
days. There is a higher moral tone — a Chris- 
tian consciousness — in the world, unknown to 
them. 

Besides, look at the intellectual development 
of our time, which would necessitate new state- 
ments of biblical truth. The material motives 
that move ignorance must give place to appeals 
to the moral nature, through the intellect and 
man*s enlarged sense of possibility and destiny. 
If this is to be the statement of truth for our 
time, certain other changes must conform to it. 

There will be a change in the type of con- 
version. As an escape from an impending peril 
it made a marked impression ; a moral eruption 
never to be forgotten as to the day or hour. As 
the setting out on a heavenward destiny, the 
exact moment of starting may be less exciting, 
and of shorter memory, but why the latter should 
be less valuable than the former does not appear, 
providing it brings one with equal or greater cer- 
tainty to the heavenly terminus. 

And is not the latter more in accordance with 
a true philosophy of salvation.? The goal in 
either case is righteousness, which is the Christ 
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character. Now character is not more a birth 
than a growth. The trouble in the past has 
been in making the birth so prominent that thd 
necessity of growth has been overlooked. But 
the emphasis of righteousness makes the latter 
as important as the former. Is there any law in 
the New Testament according to which this new 
statement of truth may be formulated } Jesus 
seemed to indicate such a law when he defined 
his relation to the disciples by the word " friend- 
ship." Ye are my friends. The foundation of 
such a relation is social law. The author of 
"Natural Law in the Spiritual World " has in- 
creased our obligation to him in unfolding also 
the Social Law in the Spiritual World. By this 
law divine friendship is begun and increased by 
the same methods and to the same results as hu- 
man friendship, — Jesus comes to every man as 
a true spiritual Friend. If the spiritual needs of 
a man at the time of Jesus* contact be great, the 
sense of relief which the friendship of Christ 
affords will bring a corresponding gratitude and 
love. The beginning of this friendship may be 
less marked, and the first meeting with Jesus be 
more casual, but in bdth cases the friendship can 
be strengthened and made indestructible by the 
same methods which increase human friendship, 
that is, by personal association, communion, and 
sacrificing service. As a human "^ox Ay friendship 
is shallow, but in divine speech it is very deep. 
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Its Scripture cognate is love ; and next to holi- 
ness love is the central word of the Bible. The 
result of such a developed relationship is one- 
ness of character, and that is salvation. It is 
the difference between the acceptance of a prin- 
ciple and a person. Principles are the creeds of 
Christianity. But Christianity is Christ himself. 
The former are received as a bride accepts wed- 
ding presents ; the latter, as the bride accepts 
the bridegroom himself, that is, by entire sur- 
render of herself to him. But when Christ is 
received as a personal, divine friend into the 
heart, the guilt of sin is not provided for by 
newly purchased pardon, so much as by the re- 
moval of the love of sin by his presence within 
men. It is a preventive as well as a cure. One 
is duty, the other is love. The former repre- 
sents determinism ; the latter, voluntary service. 
The coming race will be ruled by love, and will 
conquer the world. A great external personality 
will call out great devotion, but a reverse of for- 
tune destroys it. Napoleon bitterly voiced this 
in contrasting his fallen empire of personal lead- 
ership with the millions ready to die for their 
personal indwelling Friend and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 

The evolution of spiritual man will emphasize 
the personality of Jesus. This is true also of the 
past, — the battles of the ages have raged around 
his person, and decisive victories have been won 
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for historical evidences. Rationalistic and infidel 
theories have been abandoned as explanations of 
the New Testament story. The life, death, and 
even resurrection of Christ (in a spiritual sense) 
are admitted by the most able and most hostile 
critics, though his divinity is yet denied. The 
key of the battle-field hereafter will be internal 
instead of external evidences. Christian experi- 
ence as well as Scripture record, spiritual rather 
than physical miracles, a living Christ in men to- 
day rather than the Christ of Palestine, will be 
the tests. 

Christian experience must be defended here- 
after as the most trustworthy evidence of the 
reality of Jesus. The final proof of Christ's 
righteousness was his exaltation to the right hand 
of power. Proof of this to the natural man of 
course is more difficult than historical evidence. 
It is, nevertheless, a fact of inspired record that 
Stephen saw the bodily exaltation of Christ at the 
right hand of God. Paul and John say that they 
also saw the Lord after his ascension. Many 
dying disciples have testified to like visions, and 
many especially consecrated and powerful ser- 
vants of Christ bear similar testimony. All this 
may be discounted by unbelief, though admit- 
ting the spiritual force of Christianity in the 
world. But this concession is a great gain, 
since it gives common standing-ground from 
which we may advance to the proof of such 
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power being in the world as the direct result of 
Christ's exaltation to the right hand of God, 
which Peter declared on the day of Pentecost as 
the fulfillment of the explicit voice of prophecy. 
His great sermon reached its climax in the dec- 
laration, " Therefore, being by the right hand of 
God exalted, ... he hath shed forth this which 
ye now see and hear." Peter's "therefore" is 
the watershed between Judaism and Christianity, 
— the golden hinge of the ever-widening door of 
biblical truth, — the transition from a mechanical 
to an expanding spiritual religion. Pentecost 
was the sequence of Old Testament anticipation, 
and in turn it became a forecast of the evolution 
of the New Testament. It was the mountain 
summit, tipped with a rising sun whose light 
shall one day flood the deepest valleys of the 
whole earth, as the waters of a shoreless sea. 
It is the cable link which unites historical evi- 
dence with Christian experience. The spiritual 
birth and growth of man are the logical (there- 
fore) results of divine prophecy. 

The average Christian experience may be a 
weak evidence of Christ's spiritual power, as dis- 
pensed from his throne on high ; but, taking to- 
gether the millions on earth who are conscious 
of the power of his personal presence, it be- 
comes a cumulative proof. A yet more conclu- 
sive evidence of such exaltation is the succes- 
sion of great spiritual awakenings and revivals 
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of Christian history, by which the world has been 
lifted to higher planes of moral power and bless- 
ing. The working of spiritual forces at such 
times has always been along the line of a super- 
natural, new birth, by which Christ is born into 
the human soul as an abiding and transforming 
presence. Such special displays of spiritual 
power have always been overwhelmingly con- 
vincing ; and all that is wanting to break down 
the unbelief of the whole world is to make such 
special seasons the constant and normal forms of 
the church. The evolution of spiritual man will 
be along that line. Christ will prove himself 
Lord and Saviour by clearer and larger revela- 
tions of himself to his disciples, and through 
them to the world. Christian experience will be 
a conclusive proof of Christ's exaltation, and, 
therefore, of his righteousness.. Jesus will be 
enthroned in man, because he is enthroned in 
heaven. In obedience to his sceptre of love, 
human nature can be transformed into divine 
nature ; duplicating Jesus' life on earth of Glory 
to God in the highest, and peace, good-will to 
men. 



CHAPTER I. 

THE ORIGINATING AND RESIDENT LIFE-FORCE OF 
SPIRITUAL MAN IS JESUS CHRIST. 

Pascal says, " La nature c'est une image de la 
grace." But nature is more than a picture, it is 
the working model of grace ; for Paul says that 
"the invisible things of God, from the creation 
of the world, are clearly seen, being understood, 
by things that are made." Dana's definition of a 
geological epoch defines all other epochs, in both 
the material and spiritual world : " First, the 
reality of an age is marked by the development 
of some new idea in the system of progress ; 
secondly, the beginning of the characteristics of 
an age may be looked for in the midst of a pre- 
ceding age, and the marks of the future coming 
out to view are prophetic of the future." Then 
Spiritual Man must be prophesied by his physi- 
cal nature. Christianity must be a continuity of 
nature, or confusion would follow in both the 
intellectual and moral world. 

The origin of man's physical body will, there- 
fore, indicate the method of his spiritual crea- 
tion. 

The source of life, as far as science has discov- 
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ered, is a germ-plasm or cell. The origin of the 
cell is purely a fact of revelation : " In the begin- 
ning God created." 

Geology with one voice proclaims evolution as 
God's method of creation, following the fiat which 
brought into being the first cells of life. The 
steps by which the crudest forms were developed 
into the now perfect animal-man are plainly re- 
corded in the fossilized earth ; nay, in the fossils 
themselves. Embryology has discovered that the 
evolution of every form of life bears unmistak- 
able marks of pedigree by which it can be traced 
back to lower and original beginnings. Each suc- 
ceeding generation makes an indelible mark on 
its successor. Geology is therefore, not a ceme- 
tery, but a resurrection of past life. Lost forms 
reappear in succeeding and surviving ones. The 
human body is the outcome of the ages, each 
one of which has contributed some bone or gan- 
glion not possessed before. Physical man is the 
living resurrection of past forms, plus brain and 
larynx, which makes him the perfection and crown 
of animal life. This is proved by the fact that 
embryo-man shows the marks of all preceding ani- 
mal forms, which are the milestones of creation, 
and measure off the long road he has traveled 
from the " beginning '' cell which God created to 
his present and perfect animal form. The human 
body is the World's Fair, in which is exhibited the 
contributions of all lands and ages of animal life. 
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As Browning says, — 

" Since God collected and resumed in man 
The firmaments, the strata and the lights, 
Fish, fowl, and beast and insect, all their trains 
Of various life, caught back upon his arm, 
Reorganized and constituted man 
The microcosm, the adding up of works." 

Since design, in nature, is proof of God's exist- 
ence and handiwork, evolution greatly enforces 
that proof as the method of creation. Marvel- 
lous indeed, is the springing up of the vast and 
J beautiful White City within a few short months, 
Nbut far more marvellous was the slow evolution 
of the civilizations of which the wonderful exhi- 
bition is the outcome. What man does at once 
falls infinitely below what God does through na- 
,ture gradually, Man exhibits what God produces. 
The former works with hammers and saws, the 
other by the unfolding of a divine plan by natural 
forces more' noiseless than the building of the 
Temple at Jerusalem. God's life-method of build- 
ing the World's Fair would have been to send 
up a pipe from the ground filled with fluid, and 
branching off in different directions. The fluid 
pouring forth from these pipes would take the 
form of stones and timbers in a certain order, 
forming walls after a certain design, and thus up- 
lifting one vast building after another with proper 
spaces between. The process goes on without the 
intervention of a word or hand of man. Other 
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tubes do for the interior what the first have done 
for the immense exterior. Frescoes and carvings 
and statuary make the buildings perfect creations 
of vastness and beauty. What an overwhelming 
proof of design and a designer ! Such is God's 
method of the creation of the world by evolution, 
illustrated alike in the formation of th©»globe from 
nebulous matter, and the minutest vegetable and 
animal from its tiny cell. The gradual geograph- 
ical formations of the earth foreshadowed the 
divine plan of nationalities, which are largely the 
result of climates, which in turn were produced 
by the great mountain ranges which wall off one 
race from another. An egg, or life-cell, is the 
microcosm of the world. In the yolk of the egg 
tiny tubes shoot forth a fluid, forming heart, lungs, 
stomach, blood-vessels, larynx, vocal chords, feet, 
wings, skull, etc., with beautiful plumage, ani- 
mated with life, and cleaving the air with power- 
ful wing. This cell in its first stages cannot be 
distinguished from the human embryo, which is 
developed in the same way. At a certain point 
the unseen hand of the mystic potter differenti- 
ates the plan from bird to man. 

Such, then, is physical evolution. Is the 
spiritual man and world produced by the same 
method } The axiom of revelation as well as 
nature is *' Omne vivum e vivo/' The source of 
all physical and spiritual life is in God. The 
former is promise and prophecy of the latter. 
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There is interdependence in the constitution of 
creation. The animal was made for the vegeta- 
ble, the vegetable for the animal ; the animal for 
man, and man for God. The physical would be 
a monstrous disappointment were it not supple- 
mented by the spiritual. The material world, as 
the home df mankind, is a finished fact. It was 
essentially completed when historic man ap- 
peared,- according to the inspired record in 
Genesis. Since that date the human race has 
been occupied with a progressive knowledge of 
its resources. The spiritual world is a necessary 
sequence, in order to maintain what has been 
termed " the divine integrity or veracity in na- 
ture." The spiritual begins where the physical 
ends. When the earth was without form and 
void, the spirit of God " brooded " order out of 
chaos, and adjusted its machinery to the ends 
of life and comfort. In like manner, when the 
moral world had become formless and void, and 
darkness was on the face of a fallen humanity, 
the Spirit of God in Jesus Christ brooded on our 
chaotic world, and man was provisionally re- 
stored to moral order and purity. And here, even 
more than in the natural world, evolution consti- 
tutes the methods or " habits of God." These 
"habits" are not in lines of cast-iron straight- 
ness, but often curved and complex. Evolution 
sometimes involves the evolution of itself. It 
is not inconsistent with many divergences and 
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apparently retrograde movements. Evolution 
ends some things ; certain lines run out and new 
ones are started. Nothing is thrown away, buti > 
enlarged and utilized for higher uses. Paul^ 
states the purpose of God to be the " summing 
up of all things in Christ; the things in the 
heavens, and the things in the earth." Christ, 
then, is both the beginning and the consumma- 
tion of the spiritual creation. 

A part of the evolution of the world was by 
catastrophes. 

Geology testifies that the earth, in its first 
though long protracted stages, was but a level, 
moist plane, surrounded by a luminous and 
heated atmosphere, and teeming with vegetable 
and animal life, and was so beautiful and fruitful 
that God called it "good." But, "good" as it 
was, it was made far more so by being destroyed 
and recast by great catastrophes. 

The crust of the earth was disrupted, and 
great mountain ranges, such as the Alps and 
Andes, were forced up. The tertiary world was 
submerged by the shifted ocean beds, destroy- 
ing the flora and fauna of past ages. This^ / 
catastrophe was followed by another, even more 
destructive, in order to evolve a world infinitely \ 
more beautiful and useful. 

After the earth's relations with the sun had 
been established, a great climatic change sud- 
denly occurred. By this change a great part of 
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the tropical world was plunged into a frigid zone. 
Arctic explorers find to-day abundant proofs of 
former tropical climates. 

The great ice age covered a large part of Eu- 
rope and North America with ice a mile deep. 
New England would have been a picture of 
Greenland desolation from the summit of Mount 
Washington, which barely emerged from its 
crushing glacier. How many centuries the world 
was under glacial control, no one can say. The 
/result was a configuration of nature into gran- 
deur, beauty, and usefulness which meets the 
utmost desires of man, and which may well be 
called a perfect world. It was an evolution from 
preexistent materials, but it was a new crea- 
tion by the omnipotent touch which shifted the 
world's position in relation to the sun, causing a 
supernatural climatic change. The glacier was 
God's chisel for sculpturing the mountains into 
forms of grandeur, and the valleys into beauty and 
bountifulness. The great river systems, as well 
as ponds and lakes, which are set like mirrors of 
silver in the landscape, reflect the glory of the 
divine Architect and Artist of man's earthly 
home. This is not a mere geological theory. 
Such glacial action is now in operation, and veri- 
fies as a fact the process of evolution in the 
natural world by catastrophe. The glacial work 
of continent-making is now going on in Alaska 
^nd Greenland, 
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The tropical ages were necessary to fill the 
coal-bins of the coming tenant of the new world. 
That having been done, the existent materials 
were reduced to a condition of almost original 
"void and darkness," and then recast into a 
new creation which bears a similar relation to 
the preceding that a magnificent palace bears 
to a well-filled basement. 

Evolution by catastrophe in the natural world 
has certainly a striking analogue in the spiritual 
world. Man was created in the image of God. 

What was that image.? First, a personality 
which includes all the faculties of a rational be- 
ing, — which lift man above animals, and make 
him a master of his own destiny ; second, a con- 
sciousness of innocence, and love of moral good- 
ness and purity. That he was not a mature be- 
ing, but susceptible of growth, is shown in the 
provision for testing his character, in the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil. The " image of, 
God " is a relative term to the " express image " 
in which Jesus was born. Man was a creature 
beautiful indeed as compared with all preceding 
creation, which dimly reflected God's image. 
But the evolution of an unfallen humanity could 
never have attained the glory of the ^^ express 
image of God " in Christ Jesus. 

To attain this, there must first come the catas- 
trophe of sin, an event more appalling than the 
mountainous upheavings of the earth, or the 
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crushing and carvings action of continent-cover- 
ing glacier. God might have obviated the de- 
struction of the natural world, which involved the 
suffering and death of myriads of living creatures. 
This God preferred, however, rather than the 
non-production of a grander creation. 

Whatever objection is therefore raised against 
the evolution of the spiritual world, by moral 
catastrophe, holds also against the material, and 
more so. 

The reason for this is, that God is entirely re- 
sponsible for the irrational realm, but for the 
moral and spiritual the responsibility falls on 
man. 

It has been said that the Hebrew word Bara, 
to create, is never used in relation to man or 
angel, but God only. Man can only make or 
"" (form after God has created. But there is one 
jexception. Man is the original creator of sin on 
/ this earth. How well he has improved his oppor- 
tunity is the sad sum of human history. 

Had the human race developed the holy seed 
planted in Adam, it would have been a glorious 
creation. But having brought on itself tl:^e catas- 
trophe of sin, God overrules it to show his re- 
serve power of love and wisdom in making the 
re-creation more glorious than original creation. 

The original cell of nature " God created," but 
the original cell of the spiritual world was " the 
only begotten of the Father ; *' which signifies, not 
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an act but a process, with an eternal beginning 
and endless continuance. In the promise to 
Abraham, Christ is distinctly called the seed (cell) 
in whom all the nations of the earth should be 
blessed. The unfolding life of that seed showed 
all the spiritual marks of preceding humanity 
back to the " seed " of the woman in Eden. 

Jesus is the epitome of moral and spiritual his- 
tory, as the human body is of physical history. 
Just as the human embryo shows all the marks 
of antecedent animal forms from which it has 
emerged, and of which it is the culmination, so 
the unfolding life of Jesus displays the indelible 
imprints of preceding moral and spiritual human- 
ity, from which he has come forth as the Son of 
Man. 

Look, first, at his relations to nature. Jesus 
had no contention with the natural order of 
things. His adjustment to the material world 
was easy and perfect. The religion of nature he 
confirmed and enlarged. In fact, his religion is 
the enlargement and certification of that of na- 
ture. Christianity is natural religion evolved into 
a spiritual one. After man became separated 
from God by sin, he still had nature, which, Paul 
says, reveals "eternal power and Godhead," and 
left mankind without excuse. This religion of 
nature as revealed by "things visible," together 
with human reason and conscience, Christianity 
uses as a ground-plan for the spiritual temple of 
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humanity. The dim revelation of the former was 
a prophecy of the full setting forth of God's na- 
ture in Christ. The religion of Jesus is not a 
creation, but a revelation of what was in the be- 
ginning in the mind of God and in the nature, 
duty, and destiny of man. As one has said, ** It 
is the physiology of the divine and human spirit ; 
the geography of the world of probation, duty, 
and accountability in which we live ; the astron- 
omy of those upper heavens where are the ever- 
lasting mansions of the redeemed." 

The religion of nature authorizes and demands 
miraculous events, as shown by an almost uni- 
versal belief of mankind. Even infidels and 
atheists who reject the miracles of Jesus are tor- 
tured by superstitious fears, and victimized by 
feeble credulity as to apparitions of spiritualism. 
What, therefore, was a probability in nature is a 
realized fact in Christ as a worker of miracles. 

The Love of God is another revelation of na- 
ture. On first thought this seems untrue, but a 
closer look shows that there is no part of nature 
which has for its final end the infliction of pain 
or misery. Enjoyment is the rule, and pain only 
follows the misuse of nature, or is appointed as a 
means to greater joy in the higher realms of life. 
But there are many discrepancies in nature's tes- 
timony. The proof of mercy, blessing, and privi- 
lege is offset by the absence of these. The gen- 
eralization is incomplete. But Jesus is God's 
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love incarnate as to man's earthly and future 
existence. 

The solidarity of the human race is another 
doctrine of nature. Every new fact of history 
confirms the biblical record of the human race, 
both as to its unity of creation in Eden and its 
subsequent dispersion. The nations should bear 
the same relations to humanity as a whole that 
the physical members bear to the human body. 
It is a significant fact that the superior race, 
Caucasian, has maintained its home nearest to 
the original point of creation, and the nations 
have deteriorated as they have wandered to more 
distant parts of the world. Sin was the disinte- 
grating and warring force which utterly destroyed 
the solidarity of the race as foreshadowed in 
Adam. The great truth which nature proclaims 
even in its ruins is realized in Christ, who may 
be called the embodiment of the human race. 
He is the Universal Man^ in whom the charac- 
teristics and experiences of all nations are com- 
bined, by whom he can be claimed as one of 
themselves. He is the head of a spiritual hu- 
manity, every regenerate nation of which, with 
its many characteristics and capacities, will 
constitute a part of the new solidarity which 
Paul sets forth in the twelfth chapter of ist 
Corinthians under the form of the harmonious 
and perfect human body, which, "fitly joined to- 
gether, are compacted from that which every 
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joint supplieth according to the effectual working 
of the measure in every part, maketh increase of 
the body to the edifying of itself in love;" and 
from whose face the Creator will see his attri- 
butes reflected with resplendence and beauty. 
These beauties and harmonies were embodied 
in Christ's person, and will be in his regenerate 
and sanctified body, which is the church. 

Holiness is also revealed in nature as repre- 
sented by fallen man in his conscience. Con- 
science is an obligation to an eternal law of 
right, which can be neither set aside nor evaded. 
It exists in the very dawn of the nature of man, 
and it is as impossible to escape from it as from 
the consciousness of existence. Having this 
conscience, Paul declares the heathen without 
excuse. It is God in nature, — but it is God on 
the plane of nature. Conscience is judicial, not 
legislative. Its judgments are in accordance 
with the standards furnished it. 

Conscientious wrong-doing does not prove 
conscience wrong, but that there is imperfect 
knowledge, or defective judgment as to the 
proper means of accomplishing the sense of 
right. Holiness in nature which is subject to 
human imperfection is therefore a reflection, but 
only a faint reflection of holiness in Christ, who 
is the unchanging expression and standard of 
divine obligation. Jesus came not to destroy, but 
to fulfill or fill-full the law of nature. The moral 
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law of conscience is a resultant of centripetal and 
centrifugal forces. If these were balanced in 
man, he would complete the cycle of existence 
as harmoniously as the planets that circle the 
sun. A sinful will emphasizes the centrifugal, 
and makes man self-centred, and as aimless as a 
wandering star. But in Christ there is a perfect 
balance of divine and human relations. It has 
been well remarked, that " A moral code, which 
if obeyed would make mankind as harmonious as 
the spheres, is found in the New Testament.*' 

Lastly, Nature by various analogies and parity 
of reasoning teaches man's immortality. When 
Jesus brought immortality to light, he simply 
confirmed and enlarged by his teaching and res- 
urrection from the dead what nature had said so 
indistinctly. 

Jesus then, as the Son of Man, is the offspring 
of nature, and as the embryo of a spiritual race, 
bears all the birthmarks of man's past history. 
He is the " firstborn " among many brethren of 
a creation groaning and travailing in pain to- 
gether until now. 

Judaism confirms the unwritten eternal truths 
of God in nature by putting them into legal 
statutes. Conscience is transcribed on stone 
tables, and divinely endorsed by supernatural 
manifestations. 

Passing from the "Light of Nature" to the 
Light of Judaism, we can see more clearly the 
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evolution of Jesus. The distinctive coDtiibution 
of the latter to the former is Messiahship and 
atonement. The Saviour did not denounce Ju- 
daism any more than nature, but simply selected 
the {>ermanent and universal from the transitory 
and local, which did not survive, because not fit 
for the higher uses. Wlien Christ was bom the 
Jew was the grandest human being in the world, 
on account of his advanced relations with God. 
Jesus was the flower of the Judaic century 
plant, but he added a fragrance as much su- 
perior to it as it was superior to the wild stock 
of paganism. He was a Hebrew of the He- 
brews, embodying in himself the Hebrew expe- 
riences from Abraham, who saw his day, to the 
time of his own appearance at Bethlehem. These 
experiences found a spiritual fulfillment in his 
own life, and are now being repeated in indi- 
vidual believers and in his larger body, which is 
the church. Egypt, Exodus, and Canaan, are 
realities in all Christian life. 

Jesus, as the Life-Cell of a spiritual race, ful- 
filled all past types and prophecies. But this was 
not all. He anticipated in his own experience 
all the steps oi guilty man from sin into holi- 
ness. As man's body is the culmination and end 
of animal life, so is Jesus the end of spiritual ex- 
istence. He bore all my sins, not by count, but 
as a sinful nature. By the incarnation Jesus be- 
came one with the race-nature. He must, there- 
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fore, deliver himself before he could deliver the 
race from that nature. It would have been as 
necessary for him to suffer all he did had there 
been but one sinner. And on the other hand, 
having saved one, the way was open for the salva- 
tion of all. How far may we carry the identifi- 
cation of Jesus with the sinner } Did he ex- 
perience repentance and faith i 

Jesus says, " I am the Way ; " not simply a 
guide, but "The Way*' itself. The cross is much 
more than a guide-post. The incarnation means 
that Christ took human nature just as it was, and 
redeemed it from sin. In doing this he must have, 
passed through essentially the same process as 
those whom he bids follow him, as "The Way." 

He was the Seed of a new race. Spiritual man 
is simply the unfolding of that seed in believing, 
souls. How far then may we carry the identifi- 
cation of Jesus with sinful man } A part of the 
process of salvation is repentance. When the 
elements of repentance in man are considered, 
we believe that they will be found essentially 
duplicated in the sacrificial work of Jesus. 

These elements are, first, sorrow for sin. Re- 
morse is a part of that sorrow. This the sinless 
Saviour could not absolutely experience. But in 
all other respects he appeared to endure sorrow 
for sin, — sorrow so deep and exhaustive that it 
may well be considered whether it did not include 
even an equivalent for remorse. 
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Consider the sorrow arising from the tendency 
to sin. Repentance plainly includes this. The 
sinner's grief is not exhausted by overt acts. He 
bemoans the nature back of his sins ; not a nature 
of guilt, but tendency to guilt ; the pressure of 
a powerful and permanent current, — a nature 
intensively responsive to the solicitations of sin. 
This is the voice of the Psalms. But it is a 
double voice. In almost the same breath David 
speaks of himself and of Christ. Jt is sometimes 
difficult to tell where one stops and the other be- 
gins. It means that David is a double man. 
The human and divine are strangely mixed in 
David, Paul, and all spiritual Christians. Every 
man, therefore, is a mystery. That mystery finds 
its solution only in the Man of men, the Son of 
Man. The old pagan oracle, "Know thyself '' was 
not much amiss. To know one's self is to know 
Christ, since He is the perfect embodiment of 
human nature. This is necessary, because you 
must know your disease before you can know 
what the physician can do for you. Hence 
Jesus says that "to know him is life eternal." 
" Like things are cured by like, — " Similia sim- 
ilibus curantur." Jesus certainly had this double 
nature. If not, then the wilderness temptation 
was a masquerade ; but if so, then was his whole 
life a masquerade. On the contrary, we believe 
that his nature was put to the greatest possible 
strain by the solicitations of evil. His whole 
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being was assaulted. Physical want, presumptive 
pride and worldly ambition assailed Him in turn. 
It were a mock battle if there were no victories 
to win. In his heart were there no allies with 
assailing foes without, — at least, neutrals, that 
might yield under terrible pressure } He was in- 
deed holy, but holy humanity, on its first trial, 
under far more favorable circumstances, had suf- 
fered awful defeat. The possibility of a second 
failure must have stared Him in the face. It 
seems that a stream of evil thoughts and desires 
poured through his being, out of the very black- 
ness of the pit. 

Could He retain his stainlessness } Could He 
so completely reject every thought and desire as 
not to entertain or retain the slightest smirch ? 

Intensest want and most subtile fascination 
were added forces. The very presence of these 
forces showed that there was a channel at least 
in his nature for such a movement. 

If we include the divine nature in the tempta- 
Jion the strain is not reduced. His stronger de- 
fenses than man with the race-nature only, were 
assailed with stronger attacks. No man has ever 
been put to the same test. It is not needed. 
The strongest are more easily conquered. The 
rush of the charge in the wilderness assumed 
Christ's divinity. His miraculous power, divine 
guardianship, and filial loyalty to God were ap- 
pealed to with bribes unknown to mankind. 
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Nor did the temptation end with the wilder- 
ness. Again and again did the powers of dark- 
ness return to the charge. Not until his victori- 
ous shout from the Cross, " It is finished," did 
the temptation end. As long as life lasted did 
Jesus feel this overwhelming tendency to sin, and 
so experience an important element of repent- 
ance. 

Another principle in sorrow for sin is the 
suffering of a sinful environment. 

The repenting soul grieves not only at the 
tendency in itself to sin, but that it forms a part 
of a race current to evil, — a part of that cre- 
ation which the Apostle Paul says groaneth and 
travaileth in pain together. 

Out of this pain it longs for 2i palingenesia. 

Its pains of repentance, as Calvin says, "are 
pains of birth not death, — travailing not dying 
pains." The incarnation proclaims Christ's one- 
ness with this groaning creation. He suffered 
all the misery of the sinful environment of man- 
kind, — physical, mental and moral limitations 
and pains that were inseparable from the human 
condition were his. His sinlessness added still 
more piercing points to his suffering. It is 
only purity that feels the full misery of impurity. 
Think of the recoil of Jesus from the defilement 
and degradation of the race of which He formed 
an inseparable part. 

The holiest Christian would not shrink from 
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the environment of hell itself more intensely than 
Christ from his earthly surroundings. Nor must 
we think of this suffering /^r se. It was redemp- 
tive suffering ; suffering of repentance ; suffering 
that longed and looked for deliverance from such 
a groaning and travailing creation. 

Such is the experience of every penitent soul. 
It is true of those in the birth-throes of the new 
creation. It is equally true of them after that 
birth. Their escape from the love of sin now 
makes their sinful surroundings all the more 
painful. The longing and travailing for entire 
redemption increases. Paul's prisoner chained 
to a loathsome corpse, and crying for deliverance 
from the body of this death exactly expresses it. 

The Apostle makes this his own and every 
other believer's experience when he says : " We 
ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the 
adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body ; " 
for the time when our vile bodies shall be fash- 
ioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of 
God. 

This we believe Jesus fully experienced ; that 
He endured all the misery incident to a sinful 
race -condition, and that He suffered travailing 
birth-pains into a state of perfect deliverance. 

If not, then Paul, in following Christ as ** The 
Way,*' would never have written the Epistle to 
the Romans. 

There is still another ingredient in sorrow for 
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sin. It is the sorrow of kinship. It is the 
sorrow of sympathy ; such as a pure Christian 
family feels at a crime of some member of it. 
The innocent are involved with the guilty ; not 
in remorse, but in humiliation and shame. This 
suffering is intense ; often more intense in the 
innocent than in the guilty. This shame and 
disgrace verge on the sense of guilt itself. 

In speaking of Jesus we must go beyond his 
family relation. He was humanity's own kins- 
man. He was nearer every human being than 
are the nearest earthly kin. As Elder Brother, 
He suffered all the disgrace and misery of the 
sinning family of man. 

At every step from Jordan to Calvary, his 
grief increased, not only at man's sin, but the 
hardness of sin. His sorrow seemed as great as 
if the sin were his own. It was his own in the 
fullest sense, except remorse. May not his one- 
ness with man, through sympathy, have carried 
Him to a depth of suffering which included an 
equivalent of remorse also } 

Is this not the sense in which He was made 
sin for us? If so, then his was a vicarious sym- 
pathy, — vicarious not simply in the garden and 
on the cross, but all the way from the baptism 
to its heart-breaking culmination on Calvary. 
May we not go even further back to his preex- 
istence with the Father, in tracing the beginning 
of his suffering on account of the Fall in Eden. 



LIFE-FORCE OF SPIRITUAL MAN, 53 

This oneness with man was not only accepted 
by our Saviour, but He was so recognized and 
treated by his Father. God seemed to abandon 
Him to the wicked, and treat Him as one with 
them. He did not interfere to protect Him from 
their abuse and cruelty. Jesus was at times 
denied all sense of the divine presence, and was 
left to utter desertion, both of man and God. 
Though a Son, He did not address God as Father, 
on the cross, but uttered the cry of sinful man, 
" My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken 
me.>" 

Besides sorrow for sin, we have, as a second 
factor in repentance, a sense of desert of the pen- 
alty. Suffering in itself is neither expiatory nor 
reformatory. It is only when accompanied by an 
acknowledgment of its perfect justice and right- 
eousness, that it is atoning. In the one case 
it is sorrow unto death ; in the other, unto life. 
The impenitent meet sin's punishment with com- 
plaint and resistance. The penitent accept it with 
acquiescence, as their just desert. This was pre- 
eminently true of Jesus. He was the first of our 
race of whom it was true, and it must be true of 
Him as the Seed of a penitent humanity. He 
drank the dregs of the cup ; but more important 
still, He suffered with entire acquiescence in the 
righteousness of God's penalty upon sin. He 
never asked for any abatement. Standing in the 
sinner's place, Jesus accepted all his suffering as 
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the just retribution of a holy God. On three 
occasions did God specially manifest himself to 
Jesus : at the baptism, the transfiguration, and at 
Jerusalem during the week of crucifixion. Each 
time our Saviour expressed himself willing to 
suffer. This was the significance of his baptism. 
It was not needed as an emblem of purification. 

John was right in his estimate of the divine 
candidate. But as a type of his suffering, how 
perfect ! He was submerged in the misery of 
sin, not only willingly, but insisted on by our 
Lord himself. This interpretation of his bap- 
tism Jesus gives to the mother of Zebedee's 
children. Out of the depth of his suffering there 
is not one breath of complaint against God. On 
the contrary, his soul breathes forth the perfect 
justice of sin's punishment in the words, "O 
Righteous Father." 

This spirit is indispensable in true repentance. 
We have it in the prodigal's confession, Father, 
I have sinned, and deserve to suffer. It was 
the spirit of true repentance in Jesus that made 
Him acceptable with the Father as the Seed and 
type of a penitent race. Human nature in Christ, 
for the first time, freely and fully acknowledged 
the righteous desert of sin, and so He became 
" The Way " of every man to forgiveness with 
God. 

A third factor in repentance is, turning away 
from sin. The former life is abhorred. The 
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break between the new and old is a great gulf. 
The abhorrence of Jesus for sin is simply inex- 
pressible. His sinlessness was immaculate. He 
was not simply free from every act and thought 
of sin, but He was absolute perfection. In this 
separation from sin, He became the goal of a saved 
humanity, — occupying that oneness of relation 
with God which shall make God's presence a 
perfect heaven. This is his atonement. And 
this was not a passive, but active holiness. His 
was a tested perfection ; not simply innocence, 
but virtue, — the second Adam winning com- 
plete victory, where the first man met irretriev- 
able defeat. 

The sinlessness of Jesus is fundamental in the 
Christian system. He could not be man's Re- 
deemer except He first redeem himself. Concede 
all else in the New Testament but deny this, and 
the incarnation is a keyless arch. Thus we see 
in Jesus Christ a final assurance of redemption, 
by bringing his own nature into a state of ac- 
ceptance with God. Looking on Him as repre- 
senting human nature, God is well pleased. He 
experienced every stage of man's return from sin 
to divine acceptance. 

Human redemption consists in appropriating 
this redeemed nature of Jesus. This appropria- 
tion is an act of faith, — not faith in the sense of 
mere assent to Christ's character as a substitute. 
That is external, the same as Jewish sacrifice. 
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Jesus is more than a scapegoat on whose head 
sin may be laid and borne away. Faith imparts 
Christ's nature to the soul as a living principle, 
growing and unfolding itself in that soul as a 
seed unfolds a plant or a tree after its kind. 
/ This is in accordance with a great law of man's 
being. It is the law of heredity which makes 
humanity a unit. It makes the present insep- 
arable from the past, and the future from the 
present. Like all other laws, it is a cur^ or a 
blessing according to its use. By it " in Adam 
all die : " this is its curse. By it " in Christ 
shall all be made alive : " this is its blessing. By 
it the innocent suffer for the guilty, and by it 
the guilty are blessed by the innocent. Is not 
this the relation of the Man of Men to both God 
and humanity? 

As innocent He suffers for the guilty. We are 
told that this was unjust. But was He conscious 
of any injustice ? Having identified himself with 
man, would He not feel as man does t Human 
nature does not complain of its creation under 
these conditions, though allowed no choice of 
birth. But Jesus voluntarily became man with 
full knowledge that the deepening race-current, 
from Adam down, must pour itself upon Him. 
He could not therefore complain of the law. 

In Him the innocent suffer for the guilty, not 
arbitrarily but by the same great law that chil- 
dren suffer for the sins of their fathers to the last 
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generation. With this difference, however : Jesus 
not only breasts this current, but because He 
is the Son of God, turns it back on its course. 
The stream whose rush has been accumulating 
since Adam he arrests, and gives it a resistless 
upward impulse. The law of death is changed 
to life. If the moral sense of mankind does not 
revolt at the burden imposed by Adam, how in- 
consistent that it should recoil from voluntary 
removal of that burden by Jesus as a wrong to 
Him. 

Jesus, as Isaiah says, is " the Everlasting Fa- 
ther.'* But before He became the Father of a 
new race, He was a child of the old. He is the 
watershed of human destiny. As a child He suf- 
fered for the sins of the fathers back to Adam. 
As a Father He transmits his redeemed nature 
to his spiritual children. 

Spiritual birth is marked by the same charac- 
teristics as the natural. It is first, consciousness 
of existence. Christ, as the Life-cell, enters the 
heart, at the very instant of soul-surrender. As 
this surrender is an act of the will, the soul must 
be conscious of that act. Such consciousness is 
followed by a cry, — at first a simple cry, as a life- 
sign which is followed soon or late, as the con- 
sciousness of sonship arrives through the witness 
of the Spirit, by the joyful cry, Abba, Father. 

The process of spiritual creation is greatly 
shortened over the slower development of the 
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Life-cell in Christ himself. The embryo of the 
human body shows by the marks upon it of the 
preceding animal forms, not only how far back 
those beginnings were, but how rapidly their ex- 
istence is passed over, in the final and finished 
human form. In like manner the steps of repen- 
tance and faith by which man is newly created 
in God's image may be very quickly passed in the 
evolution of Christ in the soul, as compared with 
the protracted painfulness with which He trod the 
same road, —from his baptism to his death and 
resurrection, — making his atonement include not 
only the blood shed on the cross, but the heart- 
sufiering of his life which culminated in a literal 
broken heart, as proved by mingled blood and 
water which followed the Roman spear. 

Faith is as important in salvation as repentance. 
Did Jesus Christ experience faith ? Did He 
apprehend God, as now the sinner apprehends 
Jesus himself? Of course we here touch hal- 
lowed ground. The question of his dual nature 
is an unsolved mystery. But wherever the line 
may be drawn between the human and divine it 
is certain that He was truly man in his depen- 
dence on God. The Scriptures present his life 
as an unfolding one. He had not the divine con- 
sciousness at the beginning that He had at the 
close of his life. He increased in wisdom and 
stature. That He fully knew his own character 
before his baptism, is not at all certain. The 
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proclamation of his divine sonship and mission 
on the rising bank of Jordan was for his ears and 
not the people. And even that assurance seemed 
to be temporary. The opening heavens again 
closed, and his path was revealed only by flashes 
of light given day by day. He walked by faith 
and not by sight. This was the test of his temp- 
tation. He must trust God in the darkness. To 
say that Jesus knew from the beginning the full 
import of the struggle in the wilderness, and was 
conscious of his full divinity, would turn that 
fierce assault into child's play. 

He did not directly assert his divine authority 
as his defense. He appealed to the Word of God. 
This appeal was an acknowledgment of depen- 
dence, as well as obedience. The highest exer- 
cise of faith is prayer. Jesus lived a life of 
prayer. Communion with the Father may ex- 
plain this in part. But his prayers were cries of 
supplication, as well as sweet fellowship. How 
human is the seventeenth of John. This prayer 
might almost have risen from the lips of Paul. In 
fact the great apostle notes his arrival at the ter- 
minus of life in very similar phrase. Jesus says, 
"I have finished the work," and Paul, "I have fin- 
ished my course." The Master had glorified God ; 
the servant had kept the faith ; different words, 
but the same thought. The valedictory of each 
commends his disciples and successors to the care 
of the Father. The prayers of Jesus are recorded 
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in Scriptures in special connection with times of 
need. Nearly all his miracles are preceded by 
prayer, prayer that expressed dependence or faith 
in God for success. Direction was sought for 
great occasions. A night of prayer prefaced the 
ordination of his disciples. Only three times was 
faith changed to sight, or at least to hearing. 
God spoke by audible voice to Him at these 
times to prepare Him for special trial. For the 
rest his path seemed to be disclosed, step by step. 
He walked by faith. The darkness deepened 
near the goal. In Gethsemane He drew back 
from its gloom, and only by prayer conquered his 
fears. On the cross its pall wrings from Him a 
cry of loneliness and helplessness, but not of de- 
spair. The blackness of the pit could not break 
his faith in God or prevent his triumphant cry, — 
// is finished. 

Thus does Jesus fulfill all the conditions of 
a Germinal Force of spiritual Man. And this 
gives us an atonement, freed from the mechanical 
theories of human speculation, because it is in 
accord with the great principle of evolution in 
nature, which in the opening words of this chap- 
ter was called by Pascal une image de la grdce. 

Wherein does this experience difEer from saved 
mankind ? Does not the Christian bear the same 
relation to Christ that Christ bears to God ? He 
apprehended God by faith. But man, being sin- 
ful, can know God only by faith in Jesus. Man 
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can know the Son of Man as Jesus the Son of 
God can know God, and to know God is life 
everlasting. This evolutionary statement of the 
atonement makes it natural and apprehensible. 
Whatever is in accord with nature is all the more 
divine. 



CHAPTER II. 

THE SPIRITUAL BODY. 

The first condition of Life is a Body, and it is ' 
our only proof of Life's existence. We cannot 
think of Life without a body, and the simplicity ' 
or complexity of the body registers the value of • 
its Life from a worm up to man. This is as true 
of spiritual as all other Life. God is a Spirit, but, 
in the absence of specific Revelation, He is known 
to man only through the vestment of the mate- 
rial universe, which is a fitting vesture of Deity, 
showing His eternal power and Godhead. Since 
the Incarnation we know God in Christ, whose 
physical nature was his Spiritual Body, and the 
type of Spiritual Man's Body. The physical body 
is therefore an important part of Spiritual Evolu- 
tion. All life develops a body adapted to its 
environment. The human body shows eminent 
fitness for Spiritual uses. Spiritual Man is the 
Life of God in the human body. The body is 
therefore the outer court of the Divine Temple. 
The outer court was as important in its place as 
the inner one ; each is indispensable to the other. 
Expression is necessary to life, in the Spiritual 
World, as well as Nature. The kernel could not 
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exist without its covering, which conforms to the 
shape of that within. A tree would die without 
its leaves. In nature body and life are one. It 
must be so in the Spiritual World. A soul with- 
out a body is no more a human being than a 
body without a soul. A disembodied spirit is not 
thinkable. The Bible lays great emphasis on a 
resurrection body. The exact nature of that 
body is not stated. All we know is, that it will 
be a spiritual body, as fitted for its Environment 
as the present body is to its Environment. This 
need not involye a change in the form or sub- 
stance of the present body. The eyes we now 
have cannot discern it, and yet it may remain a 
material body. Water takes on many changes, 
but it remains a material substance, whether it 
is a solid block of ice or an invisible gas. Its 
two component elements, oxygen and hydrogen, 
are as material as a piece of granite. Science 
teaches, by the conservation and correlation of 
forces, the indestructibleness of matter. There 
may be many changes in form, but no annihila- 
tion. Fire simply changes visible to invisible 
matter. Revelation does not contradict that 
teaching. The human body will share with Na- 
ture, of which it is a part, in those changes, which 
will result in a form which will have a perfect 
adaptation to Spiritual uses. 

The human body has a twofold relation look- 
ing to the past and future, to its history and its 
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destiny. As Jesus is the connecting link between 
the human and divine, possessing the nature of 
each, so is man's body the nexus between ani- 
mal and Spiritual life. Its relation to the earth 
is that of a child to its mother. Mother earth 
gave birth to man's body. When we consider 
what a great mother she is, it in no wise belittles 
man to refer to the earth as the starting-point 
of his physical organism. 

Mother and child are both alike the creation of 
God, and yet the Creator has given almost a dis- 
tinct personality to the earth, as she finishes her 
great task of bringing forth a body, the substance 
of which, the Psialmist says, was not hid from 
God, when it was made in secret, and curiously 
wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. The 
strong framework of bones and sinews is filled 
in with beautiful embroidery of fine tissues and 
complicated textures, and around these ivory pil- 
lars are built up alabaster walls of living sub- 
stance. 

Thanks to modern science for the ever unfold- 
iiig grandeur and glory of nature ! When we 
consider that the cumulating grandeur and glory 
of the physical world culminates in the human 
body we get a new conception of its value. The 
very framework of the earth itself was planned 
with reference to man's physical existence, and 
the whole animal creation, from the first Congo 
worm, could not resist the divine impulsion to 
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reach its ideal in the perfect human body. Mother 
Earth is indeed a great mother, and her greatness 
is shown in physical man, her last and greatest 
born. As husband and wife are bound together 
by a new link of love when they look on their 
firstborn, so did the Divine Father love Earth 
the more when He created man out of her dust, 
and still more when He looked on the Child of 
Bethlehem, who was the Son of Adam, who was 
the Son of God. 

God's nearness to physical man is shown, not 
only in the creation of his body, but in His fos- 
tering care of it. The whole material universe 
appears to be regulated by divine providences 
which have in view man's physical as well as spir- 1 
itual good. The giant rejuvenating his strength \ 
by touching the Earth was no fable ; it is what 
enervated humanity is doing continually. 

The present-day problem is the dividing line 
between the physical and spiritual. Materialism 
insists that man is all physical ; that the mind 
and brain are one ; that the former is simply the 
latter in action. Death, therefore, ends-all. The 
root of this is, no doubt, an evil heart. An ani- 
mal life would welcome an animal death. Such 
agnostic conclusions are denounced by religious 
minds. Science and religion have long occu- 
pied hostile camps. We are coming to see that 
there is intermediate ground of agreement. Dar- 
win's point of view of man as only an animal is 
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entirely unscientific, without the soul and spirit 
evolution of Jesus. Religion, -swinging to the 
other extreme, insists that man is all spirit and 
has no use for the body, and casts ascetic sneers 
at matter. There is much ground for this. Phy- 
sical incitement was such a bane of the old life 
that the renewed soul hates every fleshly thing. 

This hatred has given its own interpretation 
to many Scriptural references to the body. These 
Scriptures do not express enmity to the body, 
but only the animal use of it. 

Jesus, and Paul after Him, makes body, soul, 
and spirit one, and dedicates their unity as the 
living temple of God on earth. 

The fact is that it is very difficult to say 
where the physical ends, and the rational and 
spiritual begin. They are woven on the " roar- 
ing loom of time '* into one piece. 

The body is more than a mere tool or servant 
of the mind. The mind so pervades the body as 
to become a part of it. The five senses are not 
simply gateways to the brain; they are brain 
extensions. The ear is the mind coming out 
to hear, not simply a physical noise, but a soul 
turned into sound. The eye still more repre- 
sents cerebral substance, and is an elongation of 
the brain, peering into other soul-windows and 
reading their thoughts and feelings. The slight- 
est physical touch reveals soul-contact by affinity 
or repulsion, — showing how completely the soul 
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occupies the body. Character is tasted or smelt 
much farther than touch or sight. 

The intimate connection of the physical and 
Spiritual is shown by the relation of bodily sensa- 
tions to spiritual experiences. Bread is king, and 
a mess of pottage is still the price of birthright. 

The body is elated by joy and depressed by 
fear. Specially is this true of death. An evil 
heart does not alone explain the fear of death ; 
for the best of saints have felt this fear, — show- 
ing that it is the body shrinking from a great 
change in the form of its existence. 

When Tennyson says, — 

" I hear no yelp of the beast, 
And the man is quiet at last," 

the materialist responds, "Yes, that is death, 
for man is never quiet until he dies as a beast." 
But while he is announcing his conclusion, Na- 
ture herself corrects him by pointing to the hu- 
man countenance which, however degraded, pro- 
claims the superiority of spiritual over animal 
man. However far from the ocean the sea-shell 
is found, it is a phonograph sounding into every 
ear its origin and history. Man, no less clearly, 
witnesses his divine creation in the union of the 
physical and spiritual natures. 

Inspiration enabled Paul to anticipate science 
by eighteen hundred years, in his definition of 
the spiritual body. The human brain would 
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seem to be the meeting place of what the apos- 
tle calls the natural and spiritual, or the physical 
basis of the Spiritual Body. 

Cerebral matter is very refined, and while yet 
too coarse, it is a prophecy of man's spiritual 
body, which would seem to be ethereal, trans- 
parent, and fitted for spiritual uses by entire 
flexibility, and like the resurrection body of 
Jesus pass in and out of doors that are locked, 
or pass over great distances with great rapidity, 
as many invisible material forces now do. This 
Body will enable the Spirit of man to enter on a 
career of freer life and action. But it will still 
be a material body, conveying knowledge to the 
mind by its sensations, and those sensations 
refined and quickened will furnish pleasures in 
the perception of the glory of the new heavens 
and new earth, and the recognition and renewal 
of former friendships and spiritual associations 
which are now inconceivable. 

The material world furnishes the ground plan 
of human destiny. It is the foundation of the 
Spiritual temple. This foundation has been too 
long and too carefully laid to be thrown away. 
It has been too firmly mortised into the spiritual 
superstructure to be separated even by death. 
That it will be refined, and fitted for all the ad- 
vancing changes of the spiritual, is shown in the 
changes that have come to it through its connec- 
tion with the spiritual nature of man in the past. 
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The fall of Adam dragged down, not simply his 
body, but also the whole Earth which holds vital 
connection with the body. Thorns, and thistles, 
and angry beasts bore witness to the falling curse, 
" The whole creation groaneth and travaileth in 
pain together until now." 

As Nature went down in man's degradation, so 
she is to come up through his redemption. Na- 
ture is intimately associated with every step of 
the Redeemer's approach to the earth for the 
Salvation of man. If the stars sang a Te Deum 
over the Genesis of creation, so a star was the 
harbinger of the Palingenesis of the earth. The 
prompt obedience of Nature to grant miraculous 
responses to Jesus as proof of His divinity, gives 
an air of intense and almost conscious desire to 
aid Him in His redemptive work in which she was 
to receive a great benefit. The crucial moments 
of the Atonement were most marked by these re- 
sponses, as if Nature, through sympathy with the 
Divine Sufferer, were entering by birth-throes 
of pain into a new creation. The rocking earth 
and the darkened heavens were physical sensa- 
tions corresponding to the spiritual experiences 
of the Crucified. 

The new creation wrought out by these suffer- 
ings, is anticipated by the prophets, as effects 
in Nature to adapt her as the home of a redeemed 
race. "The wilderness and the solitary place 
shall be glad. The desert shall blossom and re- 
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joice as the rose. Instead of the thorn shall 
come up the fir-tree, and instead of the brier 
shall come up the myrtle-tree. The wolf and the 
lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat 
straw like the bullock. They shall not hurt nor 
destroy in all my holy mountain. . . . The moun- 
tains and the hills shall break forth into singing, 
and all the trees of the field shall clap their 
hands.** 

This is not simply Symbolically true, — repre- 
senting spiritual facts, — but literally so. Chris- 
tianity is making the "desert blossom as the 
rose," — and thus forecasting the future changes 
which shall make earth a better Eden than Adam 
knew. At last it will be purified by fire, and re- 
cast into a condition perfectly adapted to man's 
new spiritual body. What else is heaven but the 
" new earth,'* clothed in beautiful and righteous 
garments, for the home of a regenerated hu- 
manity } Is it not the Father's House of many 
mansions } 

Our life is hid with Christ in God ; even in a 
material sense, for Nature is God's garment. Not 
a Nessus-shirt, which destroys the divine person 
within it, while it reveals Him, but is as subject 
to Him and as inferior to Him as the brain is to 
the mind of man. Beautiful indeed is Nature, be- 
cause back of the material forms is the divine 
presence, just as back of a beautiful human face 
is a personality of purity and love. As Words- 
worth says : — 
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" The clouds were touched, 
And in their silent faces he did read 
Unutterable love." 

It is the Son behind the sun, that shines 
through the evening clouds of glory. 

But Nature, after all, is but the obverse side of 
the divine image. The mountains and valleys in 
their grandeur reveal the power that presses them 
forward, as the image and superscription of a coin 
of gold reveals the die which gave the impression. 
But the majesty and glory of the heavens and 
the earth combined "are but parts of his ways." 
The image itself we do not see. We see all that 
man as now conditioned can see and appreciate. 
But as his material nature becomes more refined 
and tenuous, as the opaque sand becomes trans- 
parent glass, then will disappear the cruder veils 
of Nature, and man's Spiritual nature will be rav- 
ished through eyes by which he can look on the 
very face of God and yet live. 

If a new epoch is always foreshadowed by be- 
ginning signs in the preceding age, then earth is 
a prophecy of heaven. 

Man's future home will be a place as well as a 
state ; and a place in which Nature will no longer 
reveal God as through a glass, darkly, but face to 
face. Efforts to make the Coming Man purely 
Spiritual have given unnatural and artificial in- 
terpretations to Biblical statements of heaven. 
As men more and more come to " think God's 
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thoughts after Him " among telescopic stars and 
microscopic animalculae, they will have new con- 
ceptions of divinity, and await with transcendent 
expectation that new material Body which will 
unlock to the spiritual nature of man all the 
riches of the entire universe. 

It seems most probable that as here, so there, 
intuition and sensation will go hand in hand to 
round out and fill with joy unspeakable redeemed 
mankind. It follows that the present body is a 
Spiritual body, the same as the future one. The 
same in kind, only cruder. Though cruder, it 
ought now to be prompt in its obedience to a 
Spiritual mind. If this obedience were as perfect 
as the bodies of evil men are subject to their 
wills, heaven would be begun indeed on earth. 

Let us now consider the importance of the 
Spiritual body on account of its relation to God 
Himself, instead of the material conditions out of 
which it sprung, and in which He placed it. The 
Spiritual body was developed as an animal body, 
in its lower ranges. The animal is the founda- 
tion of the Spiritual. It is what the cellar is to 
the house. It is the base of supplies, — mental 
and moral power in action depend on physical 
conditions. The efficiency of modern civiliza- 
tion is as much the result of improved machin- 
ery as of intensified forces of propulsion. The 
rifle must be as perfect as the powder is pow- 
erful. 
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Vegetable and animal life develops bodies of 
perfect adaptation to environment. The Spirit- 
ual Nature is no exception. The beginning of 
spiritual existence in the world was marked by 
a perfect Body, — so perfect that the Scriptures 
seem to teach even the preexistence of the Human 
Form. Divine persons, as seen in the vision of 
prophets, or as they appeared to men on earth, 
were clothed in human bodies. Jehovah thus 
revealed Himself. If the Jehovah of the Old 
is the Christ of the New Testament, it leaves 
strong inference' that this was Christ's Form be- 
fore His Incarnation. This inference is strength- 
ened by the fact that Jesus now retains the 
appearance of a Man, as witnessed by His resur- 
rection Body, while yet on earth, and as seen 
after His ascension by Stephen and others, at the 
right hand of God. When man was made in 
God*s Image, that Image seemed to include the 
Body as well as the Mind and Spirit ; that body 
was to be used by Christ later on, as His house. 
He was the Creator of the world,. as the Word of 
God. The material world is an expression of 
God's Wisdom. But Nature reaches its ideal in 
the physical form of man. 

The long and patient evolution of the human 
Body is only saying that Jesus, by the process 
of development from a germinal beginning, was 
carefully building a fleshly house for His indwell- 
ing, after the model of His preexistent Body. 
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When the animal series culminated in Man at 
Eden, the Spiritual nature, which was Christ's 
own image, lifted the body from the animal level 
to a perfection suitable for the uses of its new 
life as a spiritual tenement. This creation of man 
revealed God's Will, as all the preceding crea- 
tion had revealed His Reason and Power. The 
Will of God was foreshadowed in the obedience 
of the Cosmos which made order to come out of 
chaos ; but it was far more gloriously revealed in 
the creation and obedience of the rational, spirit- 
ual nature of man. 

As soon as this intelligent and spiritual Life 
entered man's body, a transformation at once 
began in the body to fit it for the uses of its new 
tenant. 

All preceding new departures in the evolu- 
tion of man's body repeated the process of 
sloughing off old members no longer needed by 
the newer and larger life, and the perfecting of 
others, and the adding of new, members. The 
marks yet remain in man's body showing these 
changes. The lift from the highest predecessor 
of man to man who began his career in Eden 
was the greatest since creation began because it 
was the impartation of the divine Image. 

The temple of Solomon was greater than the 
tabernacle after which it was planned, not simply 
because of richer materials, but because of the 
indwelling Shekinah, which filled the whole tem- 
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pie when the ark was brought in as a token from 
Jehovah that He had taken up His abode there. 
In like manner the human body, with its trini- 
tarian plan of body, soul, and spirit, was fore- 
shadowed in the outer and inner courts, and holy 
of holies, of the temple ; which it supersedes as 
a more fitting home for God than a house made 
by human hands. 

The body becomes the inner robe of divinity, 
which makes that robe «o white that " no fuller 
on earth can white them.*' Though woven on 
earth, it was patterned on the loom of heaven, 
and when through with time-service its warp and 
woof will take on immortality. Proofs of this 
are given in proportion as the illuminating life of 
the Shekinah ascends in man, from low earth 
levels to Mount -Tabor summits of radiance. 
Preceding changes from the higher to the lower 
forecast the transition of the present body to a 
refined material existence, in keeping with man's 
full spiritual development. 

Man is preeminently a spiritual being, and his 
material inclosure will rise and fall according to 
his spiritual occupancy. Adam's debasement and 
wretchedness was not in the loss of Eden, but the 
withdrawal of God's presence, which left him on 
a sunken moral level. The tides of Jewish life 
turned on the presence or absence of the Sheki- 
nah in the tabernacle or temple. The doom of Ju- 
daism was sealed, when, as tradition says, the cloud 
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ci God's presence left the temple and, moving 
over Jerusalem, tarried three days on the Mount 
of Olives, as if waiting for a final inxitation to 
return and abide with the chosen people. But 
receiving no sign it went on its way, never to 
return until descending as a snow-pure dove on 
the bead of Christ in baptism. It seems that, 
like Noah's dove, the Holy Spirit had been wan- 
dering over the earth, but could not find a rest- 
ing-place on a submerged world in wickedness, 
until the holy Christ, the second Adam, appeared 
At baptism He was filled with the Spirit as the 
temple was filled with the cloud at its dedication ; 
and henceforth He was the Temple of God. 

And sitting on that same Mount Olivet, He 
wept his farewell to the Jews, who had rejected 
Him, as their fathers had compelled the Shekinah 
to withdraw. 

The spiritual fullness which was rejected by 
the nation was received by a few at Pentecost, 
who became, as Paul says, temples of God, and 
through them have all men become temples, who 
have opened their whole natures for divine occu- 
pation. 

Such a Christian is a spiritual body, and such 
is the spiritual church — the body collective — 
which the New Testament repeatedly calls the 
"body of Christ." It is a Body in obedience to 
the Will of the indwelling Christ. Christianity 
is condensed into the Lord's Prayer, and that 
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prayer is condensed into one short sentence, 
" Thy will be done.** Man's will is insphered by 
the will of Christ. It is something more than 
personal obedience ; it is positive delight in the 
obedience of the whole universe to that will. 

It is a prayer for the coming of the kingdom 
of God upon the Earth, as well as in Heaven. 
This emphasis of the Lord's Prayer has been dis- 
astrously overlooked. Jesus* key-word was the 
kingdom of God, without reference to locality. 
But the church has almost exclusively called it 
the kingdom of God in Heaven. Christianity 
will never fulfill its mission until it aims at a 
kingdom on Earth, as the necessary condition of 
a kingdom in Heaven. For it goes without say- 
ing that Heaven must be in man on Earth before 
he can be in Heaven above. The physical must 
conform to this stronger Spiritual Nature. 

A house is known by its tenant. The human 
body reveals its occupant, satanic or divine, Dr. 
Jekyll or Mr. Hyde. Its lines of beauty or 
beastliness cannot be copied from another. If 
the Shekinah flashes on the altar of the heart, 
the face will shine like that of Moses, fresh from 
the mount. 

The soul is the middle court of the temple. 
Here is the seat of the imagination, memory, 
affections, and will. These are the officiating 
priests at the altar of Man*s being. They occupy 
a mid-relation to the holy place above them, and 
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the physical nature below. If the physical rules, 
these priests permit the middle court to be filled 
with the lowing and stench of the cattle in the 
outer court, mingled with the selfish wrangle of 
the money changers. If the Christ is enthroned 
in the Holy Place, the soul priests will minister 
in spotless white and joyful service, and animal- 
ism will be promptly ejected from the " Father's 
house of prayer." The mutual relationship is 
shown in the Scriptures by the balanced im- 
portance given to the physical and spiritual. 

The religion of the Bible is always an Incar- 
nation. It is flesh and blood reality ; it is not 
theory or philosophy, but literal fact. And yet 
while the dramatis persona almost speak from 
the Scriptural canvas, we are left in utter igno- 
rance of the personal appearance of any one of 
them. This makes Christian idolatry very diffi- 
cult : a necessary precaution, as shown in mari- 
olatry. The relation of Jesus to His mother is 
very carefully indicated at the time of His birth, 
when the Wise men came to find Him and wor- 
ship Him, and showed no adoring attention to 
her; also at the close of His life, when trans- 
ferring her motherhood even after the flesh from 
himself to John. 

At the same time we must not forget that all 
true religion must have a flesh-and-blood Body, 
and a body of rich, red blood at that. The phy- 
sical is the nilometer of the spiritual. 
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Take the five senses ; the eye of a spiritual 
mind sees, and sees with clearness and pleasure 
only things spiritual. It has microscopic power, 
and sharply distinguishes between things that 
differ. It easily reads church disguises. Church 
millinery, however elaborate, is not interesting. 
It instinctively knows a true ambassador of God 
from an ecclesiastical clothes-screen, however pre- 
cise the clerical cut. It now sees what it was 
blind to when a servant of the old tenant. It is 
now blind to what it formerly saw. 

The ear is no less responsive. How quickly it 
detects the undertow of sincerity or cant in the 
pulpit or pew! what delight it has in genuine 
spiritual tones! what repulsion and pain at all 
profanity! How quick to catch "every word of 
God," whether of command or comfort. 

If a Christian be blind there is compensation 
in a more sensitive touch. The finger-tips/^^/ 
Christ in the Gospels, and in the sympathetic 
palms of his true disciples. The taste is no ex- 
ception. Jesus says we must eat His flesh and 
drink his blood, and He has set His table for us. 
The bread and wine are what might be found on 
our own tables, and yet the spiritual mind through 
the taste finds in them heavenly food at the Lord's 
Supper. 

In regard to the sense of smell the application 
is not so clear. It was plain in the material re- 
ligion of the Old Testament. Incense symbol- 
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ized the divine presence. In the New Testament, 
by the use of the imagination, the apostle speaks 
of the sweet-smelling sacrifices which bring God 
near to men. There is a fragrant atmosphere 
in spiritual service and character. You can tell 
what mosque in Mecca the devotee has visited 
by the fragrance of the incense he has brought 
away with him. In like manner the spiritual 
Christian is known who comes direct from the 
incense of prayer. The use of the physical in 
spiritual life is not a mere figure of speech. The 
connection is an indenture. '* As a man thinketh 
so is he." It is the mastery of mind over matter. 
" We are servants to whom we obey," says Paul. 
Man is spirit-ruled. The body shows what spirit. 
If the spirit of evil in alcohol or opium fills him, 
a vile stream of speech and conduct will flow from 
him. If filled with the Holy Spirit, the body will 
express holy joy and action. 

The present trouble, in a word, with Christian- 
ity is its lack of a body. The world will refuse 
to believe any religion divine until it shows a 
living Body. How else can it justify its raison 
dStre f Spirit can manifest itself to spirit only 
by that which can be recognized by the senses. 
This makes Christianity the true and final re- 
ligion. It is embodied in a person. Christ is 
Christianity, first in His own life, and then in the 
lives of His disciples. The formula that sums up 
the Epistles is this, " Christ in you." The Body's 



THE SPIRITUAL BODY, 8 1 

entire obedience to that indwelling life is proof 
of it Bodily religion is simply sincere religion. 
It is the thing itself, instead of a theory, or a 
pretension. It is the natural in place of the arti- 
ficial. The panacea for the ecclesiastical woes 
of the world is a natural religion. We are told 
that religion is a matter of the heart, a matter 
wholly between man and God, a spiritual secret. 
Who art thou, therefore, thou that judgest } And 
yet those that most noisily protest against a re- 
ligion of bodily reality show the greatest zeal in 
imitating such a body by their ritualistic pan- 
tomime. What could be a greater farce than 
wealthy and aristocratic churches preaching be- 
nevolence and humility, while giving and doing 
comparatively nothing to relieve a world of misery! 
The powerlessness of the pulpit is easily ex- 
plained. The Preacher is not a Spiritual Body. 
The truth he preaches is not a part of himself. 
It is simply an intellectual apprehension ; some- 
thing he has read in a book, but knows nothing 
of in his heart and life. Living in the midst of 
a Christian civilization and consciousness, he has 
mistaken morality for spirituality. Like priest, 
like people. A moral pulpit begets moral instead 
of spiritual pews. Roman asceticism is religion 
without a Body. Protestant morality is a Body 
without a soul. The first is fatal, because spir- 
itual, like all other life, must have expression, — 
that is, a Body. The second is a failure, because 
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a body without an animating soul and spirit is at 
best an automaton. Man's constitutional neces- 
sity for religion on the one hand, and his love of . 
self on the other, result in a compromise of simu- 
lation. The hand may be Esau's, but it. is the 
voice of Jacob. A parrot may repeat the creed. 
It can just as easily be profane. Scientists draw 
a sharp line between man and the higher animals. 
There are very low-grade men, but they are men. 
The same is true of the spiritual man. The lowest 
plane of spirituality is separated from the high- 
est morality by a chasm which can be bridged 
only by a New Birth from above. 

Morality bears about the same relation to spir- 
ituality that theology does to the Bible. Theol- 
ogy is the philosophy of the Scriptures. The 
moral plane of Christianity is shown to-day in 
the great emphasis laid on theories rather than 
the spiritual realization of the Bible itself. In 
contrast with this, Bodily Christianity may be de- 
scribed in one word ; that word is sacrifice. This 
means Bodily sacrifice, — whether in the city 
slums, or the heart of Africa. It means per- 
sonal contact with everything that strikes pain 
through the senses. The body is as literally con- 
sumed on God's altar as any Jewish offering. 

This shuts off all simulation. Even mission- 
ary life has its grades of spirituality. The many 
formal missionaries make those who have really 
presented "their bodies as living sacrifices" 
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very conspicuous and inspiring. The true reli- 
gion must be re-incarnated, as at Bethlehem, in 
the flesh-and-blood reality of Jesus, and at Pen- 
tecost in the Bodily sacrifices of the first Chris- 
tians. The power of religion is not in doing, 
but dying. True of the martyr ages, and true 
now. The vantage-ground of the kingdom of 
God is not held by those in advanced theological 
positions or church leadership, but by those shut 
up in Turkish prisons, persecuted Stundists, and 
Christian exiles in Siberian mines, and by all 
who, like Paul, bear in their bodies the stigmata 
of the Lord Jesus. 



CHAPTER III. 

THE STRUGGLE FOR LIFE. 

It is easy to be born, but difficult to live. The 
life-cell seizes matter and lifts it into life. It 
must then struggle for existence. The compe- 
tition is so great that the struggle is life-long and 
desperate. It must be a valuable prize to be 
worth such a struggle. Life is such a prize. It 
is the central word of the universe. All the cries 
of creation are condensed in that word. 

" T is life of which our nerves are scant, 
*T is life, not death, for which we pant, 
More life and fuller that we want." 

The joy of simple existence is inexpressible. 
This has been somewhat overlooked. The em- 
phasis has been laid on struggle^ and because 
the struggle has involved much suffering, God's 
moral government has been called in question. 
But the end justifies the means. Life is worth 
all it costs. A machine may seem harsh, but it 
must be judged by its work. But the harshness 
of Nature has been exaggerated. There is less 
pain in the animal kingdom than pleasure. Death 
does not seem to be to the lower orders of Nature 
what it is to man. 
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Besides, the struggle is not for mere existence. 
Nature has a higher aim. Her goal is animal 
perfection. Physical bodies find it difficult to 
get a first start. They are weak and soft, and 
their life depends upon their gaining strength 
and toughness. This can come only by strug- 
gle. Nature's ideal is the human body. This 
goal involves the greatest good to the animal 
kingdom. Inferior forms get crushed in the path 
of progress. A compulsion is on every form of 
life to reach its ideal. Nature cannot be without 
becoming. She is obliged to earn her living. As 
the psalmist says, " what thou givest them, they 
gather'^ This compels action, and action begets 
bone and muscle. The first law of Evolution is 
motion, as the first law of matter is rest. Motion 
brings into new Environments that oblige higher 
adjustments. This makes Nature a system of re- 
prisals. The sparrow snaps up the early worm ; 
but it in turn is seized by the hawk. Nature is 
neither moral nor immoral. She is simply carry- 
ing out the commands of her Creator, whose aim 
is a perfect material existence. To do this. Na- 
ture concentrates toward the Earth. The move- 
ment and pressure is from without and above, 
downward. Gravitation draws everything, even 
the atmosphere, toward the centre of the earth. 
This law makes no exceptions. It watches at 
every precipice. The highest personage on earth 
cannot say, " Gravitation shall cease while I pass 
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by." Its eflfectiveness shows both supernatural 
wisdom and goodness. It holds in place the 
material universe. It starts Nature at the top, 
working downwards. The top means the strong- 
est, which in the material world is fittest, and 
the strongest is made stronger by using the weak. 
The aim of Nature is not quantity but quality. 
Millions of germs and imperfect forms are sacri- 
ficed to produce the most perfect type. Man by 
Nature is included in that arrangement. Simply 
as a human animal, — including even his intel- 
lectual and social life, he is a bird of prey. In 
the catalogue of miracles, Jesus places at the 
head, "The poor have the Gospel preached to 
them." The Scriptures repeatedly declare the 
inability of the natural man to do this. He is 
too selfish to share his blessings with the poor. 
He cannot love his neighbor as himself, much 
less his enemies. History amply sustains the 
voice of Scripture. 

Up to the time of Christ, such charity was un- 
known. There was no word in existence to ex- 
press it, and Christianity had to coin a new word. 
Disinterested kindness rarely existed outside the 
circle of kinship, and to very few of the poor 
within that circle. Many died heroically for 
their^ country, and for personal leaders, but none 
for the poor, in the sense of Christ's regard for 
them. " You might have traversed the whole 
Roman Empire," says Robert Hall, ''from the 
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Euphrates to the Atlantic, and not found one 
charitable asylum for the sick and unfortunate." 

Hume gave no willing testimony to Chris- 
tianity, and yet, as a student of history, he is 
obliged to assent to Paulas statement that the 
heathen world was filled with malignity and mur- 
der. The same author states that the aged and 
infirm were often left in destitute places to starve, 
and the common custom of society was to put to 
death as many children as were not wanted, 
either because invalids or too many to support. 
The same is true now of nations ignorant of 
Revelation. The imperfect Christianity of Chris- 
tian nations is shown by the same test : for ex- 
ample, numerous societies for the prevention of 
cruelty. The national struggle for existence is 
marked by the most destructive war equipment 
ever known. 

Class distinctions prove the width and depth of 
Social selfishness. " The mark of The Beast," it 
has been well said, "is No. One." The royal, the 
rich, and the educated wed and perpetuate their 
own kind. To conquer in this struggle, soulless 
corporations are formed to tread the weak down. 

Nor is this wrong if man has only an earthly 
existence, and death ends all. The Roman or 
Spartan parent who went into his family .and 
made way with the less promising children for 
the benefit of the strongest, as a farmer thins 
out his plants or his fiocks, was acting consist- 
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ently with his religion and philosophy, and was 
justified and praised by the greatest teachers and 
philosophers. The Materialism of our day is not 
so consistent. 

If man has only an Earthly Existence which is 
to be made as perfect as possible, then the wis- 
dom of the efforts to preserve and improve all 
conditions of mankind may be questioned. That 
Materialism is better than its creed is shown in 
the increased efficiency of the science of health 
in rescuing diseased humanity. The yearly 
death-rate two hundred years ago was eighty in 
a thousand; a century later, thirty-one, and in 
1880, twenty -three. 

The average age in the sixteenth century was 
eighteen ; now it is forty-one. Many diseases, 
formerly fatal, have been brought under great 
control. Fevers and miasmatic sicknesses are 
far less fatal. Hereditary diseases are also cared 
for by ever-multiplying asylums and hospitals, in 
which many are benefited but not cured, and go 
forth again to transmit their physical imperfec- 
tion and suffering to coming generations. 

Now all this is a contradiction of Nature, which 
aims at physical perfection. The Struggle for Ex- 
istence necessitates the destruction of the weak. 
The goal has at last been reached in Man, the 
perfect animal, a goal which justifies the steps 
leading to it. The play is worth the candle. Ani- 
mal life, for the animal, is worth living. It seems 
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hard on the early worm ; but then it was made 
to be eaten, and it fulfills the end of its life. 

Those who turn to the gospel of Materialism 
for sympathy and kindness will be greatly disap- 
pointed. Nature cannot reach perfection without 
long and painful suffering. John Stuart Mill 
criticised the Author of Nature for involving suf- 
fering with progress. But he could suggest no 
better way. There is no other way of producing 
physical virtue. In Christian lands even moral 
qualities are strengthened by physical struggle. 
If not, then athletics are all wrong. Even war, 
in its emergencies, has brought forth the great- 
est men and deeds. Pre-Christian Civilization, 
no doubt, owes its greatness to war. Nature's 
motto is not mercy but fitness, which means 
the strongest. 

Having attained this in man, in his mastery of 
all below him in the animal world and all inferior 
grades of his own kind, Evolution begins a new 
departure. Her aim is reversed from Animal to 
Moral perfection. Nature was changed at the 
moment when God lifted animal man to the 
plane of intelligence and innocence, — the marks 
of His Image. In the Fall, the latter was lost, 
but not the former. Morally, man reverted to 
the animal nature. Cain showed his taste for 
blood, but his intelligence was equally proved as 
a builder of cities. 

Archaeology is daily demonstrating that beastly 
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idolatry was associated with a high state of intel- 
lectual culture in the earliest ages of the human 
race. The architecture, art, and libraries of Baby- 
Ionia, Assyria, and Egypt attest the original in- 
telligent creation of man. That intellectual life 
culminated in Greece. Ample time was given to 
show mankind that it could not lift itself from a 
state of Nature by brain leverage. The mind, like 
the body, reached its highest perfection. The 
present mechanical age cannot even successfully 
copy the original works of Grecian art or phi- 
losophy. 

At the close of the Grecian age the time had 
come for a new departure. The intellectual was 
to be superseded by the Spiritual, as the intellec- 
tual had displaced the animal body. Man's body 
was never greater than when sentence of death 
was pronounced upon it. And man's mind was 
never greater than when the same Divine Voice 
declared the inability of human wisdom to find 
or know God. 

Animal arrest is a great change in Man's exist- 
ence. The mind supersedes the body by the in- 
vention of tools. The hands are scarcely needed ; 
man works by proxy. He makes the machinery, 
and steam and electricity do the rest. The same 
is true of the eye. It reaches in the animal the 
limit of its efficiency. The mind supplements it 
with microscope, telescope, and the sensitive plate 
of the camera. It is no regret to the cultured 
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man that he is distanced by the nimbleness and 
strength of his uncivilized brother. 

The same is true of the mind : it is arrested by 
the spiritual. The latter is as great a change in 
human existence as the former. The mind (soul) 
is the middle story of man's being. It is no higher 
above the basement (body) than is the upper part 
(spiritual) above the soul. The windows of the 
latter look out on a world-horizon. The former 
has windows in the roof revealing only the stars : 
one is terrestrial, the other celestial. While the 
basement and middle are ennobled by the upper 
story, it is the latter that is the real *' holy of 
holies " of man's being. 

The spiritual man is the temple of God. The 
filthy temple at Jerusalem was a fit type of hu- 
manity. In righteous indignation Jesus expelled 
the animals and animalized men. Though driven 
out, they returned. The Augean stables were 
not so easily cleansed, — the next day the cattle 
and money-changers were in their places as usual, 
and Jesus Himself was sharply called to account 
for His action. But Jesus had another Temple to 
cleanse which was much more difficult, and still 
more so to keep it cleansed, and to be so filled 
with Himself as to become like Him. 

In other words, the human ideal was now spir- 
itual perfection. This opened a new Struggle for 
Existence. It was a struggle of the Christ nature 
with the old nature. 
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The contest of a life-cell with matter is often 
severe, but far less fierce than one life-force with 
another life-force. 

Human conquest of the animal world is more 
difficult. No quarter is shown. It is life for life. 
The contest intensifies as man grapples with 
man, — specially when Greek meets Greek. 

But the fiercest struggle of all is between the 
spiritual and the unspiritual. The natural heart 
is enmity toward God. Milton has not over- 
drawn the malignity of Paradise Lost. Before 
Christ came the Temple of Humanity, like the 
Temple at Jerusalem, was preoccupied by an ani- 
malized tenant. And yet the apartment of the 
Shekinah was there, though vacant. 

Without that Presence Judaism was little bet- 
ter than heathenism. Both were destitute of 
divine life, but both had yet a capacity for that 
life. In the heathen it was conscience. It is 
God's telephone to the soul. Its voice is forever 
saying, " Thou shalt," and " Thou shalt not.'' The 
heart of man replies, " I will not." This makes 
of man a double tenement, with hostile occu- 
pants, — a house divided against itself. This 
makes war, and of all wars, internal strife is the 
worst. The saddest part of it is, that in the 
natural man the lower tenant is sure to prevail 
in the end. Dr. Jekyll, in spite of a cultivated 
mind, and long and noble resistance, at last is 
lost in Mr. Hyde. Man, of himself, is certain. 
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in the end, to be Satanized. The seventh of Ro- 
mans is the soul's cry of despair. Each soul is a 
moral microcosm. What is true of one is true of 
all. The human race was Satanized at the end 
of four thousand years, after the war began in 
Eden between the Seed of the woman and the 
seed of the serpent. This is confirmed by the 
verdict of sacred and profane history. 

Even Judaism was not strong enough to eject 
the evil tenant. The voice of the Natural Con- 
science was reinforced by a written Law and a 
Covenant Ark, in a holy temple of sacrifice. 
Added to all this was the bane and blessing of 
disobedience or obedience, through a long his- 
tory ; and yet there was a steady gravitation to 
the bad. Jesus found the lower tenant in full 
possession of the temple. 

It is also clear that, with the first movement of 
God to regain His temple, Satanic hostility has in- 
creased. That Jehovah of the Old Testament is 
the Christ of the New is shown by the same bit- 
ter resistance to Him. When Abraham crossed 
the Euphrates, he found it the Rubicon of war. 
The Anakim were in the Land of Promise. His 
children had to wrest and possess, foot by foot, 
that land from a giant foe. It was a war of 
Extermination ; every inhabitant must be de- 
stroyed by the explicit command of God. God's 
Land could not be a double tenement, — the 
Canaanites must be killed or they would kill Is- 
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rael. It was a struggle between a people obe- 
dient to God, and His enemies. The land was 
not large enough for both. As Lincoln said of 
America, " It must be all slave or all free." The 
fittest must survive. Had Israel carried out this 
principle and command, all would have been well. 
Not doing so, the land became as Canaanitish as 
Hebrew. 

They turned against their own priests and 
prophets with a bitterness guaged by the faithful- 
ness of these divine ambassadors to Him who 
sent them. The eleventh of Hebrews is an im- 
mortal roll-call of such worthies. 

The Hebrew "struggle for existence" was 
Spiritual, and yet on the low plane of the physical 
representation of the Spiritual. God was exter- 
nal to them. They saw Him in the cloud, ark, 
and altar. His enemies were those outside the 
Abrahamic covenant, all of whom Hebrews were 
commissioned to destroy, because they were fit 
only to be destroyed, and make room for a bet- 
ter race. This is God's order, and needs no 
apology of man. It is Natural Law in the Spir- 
itual World. 

The imprecatory psalms were religious — ac- 
cording to that standard. Hebrew religion was 
really the religion of Nature, with the accent lifted 
from self to God. That is to say, its physical 
characteristics were very much the same, but what 
was done was at the command and for the honor 
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of Jehovah, with the promise, however, that such 
service should bring a physical reward. This 
low plane of Spiritual Struggle worked out for 
the Jew the highest religious character of the old 
world, and some of them looked through and be- 
yond the physical to the spiritual which was typi- 
fied by it. 

We come now to the appearance of Jesus in 
visible form to assume command of His forces. 
This is marked by a new fierceness in the 
struggle. From his first to his last breath, his' 
life is assailed with all the subtility and strength 
that Satanic hate can invent. This He expects, 
and accepts as the gage of battle. He asks no 
quarter, and gives none. This world must be all 
slave or all free. It cannot be both. He came 
to destroy the works of the devil. 

He at first must act on the defensive. He must 
defend his own personality. His divine white- 
ness is an inflaming aggravation to this black 
world. It is the old fable of the snow-pure 
dove among the jackdaws. Having proved his 
own defense, He assumed the aggressive. He 
deliberately and repeatedly attacked the Scribes 
and Pharisees. 

His decisive ejectment of the Temple defilers 
represents his attitude to the defilers of the 
human body. He came to cast out Satan, and 
showed his power in delivering those who were 
demonized. His purpose is to make man a holy 
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spiritual being, — a Temple of God's supreme 
occupation; to love what God loves and hate 
what God hates. Christ's occupation of the 
Temple at Jerusalem was effective, but tempo- 
rary. He cleansed the altar courts, but did not 
enter and abide in the Holy Place. When he 
withdrew, his enemies returned and reestab- 
lished themselves. 

This was because the Temple had seen its day. 
The Divine residence on earth was henceforth to 
be in Man himself, and not in any house he might 
build. This requires more than an external 
cleaning which Jesus gave the Temple. If He 
is to abide in it, the most hidden part must 
be clean. Enthroned in the spiritual nature. He 
rules the soul, the second story, where abide 
the intelligence, will, affections, and imagination, 
all which, as priests in the middle court of the 
Temple, minister at His altar. The will being 
obedient to Him, the body, lower story, falls into 
line, and is made sacred by His Presence. It is 
the old house still, and yet it is new. The tene- 
ment is re-created by the occupation of the new 
tenant. The entireness of this occupation is 
shown by the same treatment which the Satan- 
ized world gave to Christ Himself. 

Pentecost was immediately followed by perse- 
cution. Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, ac- 
cepted the gage of war for Christianity, as Christ 
had done for Himself, and demonstrated the 
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strength of holiness over sin by the execution 
of three thousand souls in the first day's battle. 
Christianity is simply the repetition of Hebrew 
history, in a spiritual sense. One is external, 
the other internal. The Ark could have con- 
quered the Land of Promise ; Christ can subdue 
the heart and world. In both it must be a war 
of extermination, on one side or the other. If 
holiness is not strong enough to survive sin, then 
it must go down in the struggle for existence. 
The Bible gives the history of the Hebrew strug- 
gle. The Old Testament is a book of war. It 
is a record of defeat. The New Testament has 
to do, not with a war ended, but now raging, and 
is not so much a war history as a war-cry. 

Jesus and Joshua mean the same. Joshua 
was subject to Jesus, as "the Captain .of the 
Lord's host." But Jesus as "the Captain of our 
Salvation," not simply leads the leaders, but the 
rank and file of the New Testament army. 

The defeat of the Hebrews was no fault of the 
Ark, but of the people. " They limited the Holy 
One of Israel." They had a sufficient object 
lesson of assurance in the fall of Jericho, and 
began well the conquest. As long as they were 
on the march and gave no quarter, all went well. 
But when they entered the field of diplomacy^ 
they compromised their destiny, and fell before 
their enemies. 

Christianity trod the same path. The perse- 
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cution of the church proved its purity. For the 
first two centuries the Christians could suflFer, but 
they could not cringe nor compromise. The 
Christ in them was the Word of God, which is 
the Sword of the Spirit. 

Bibles are good, but men and women who in- 
carnate the Bible are the real swords wielded by 
the mighty hand of Christ for the destruction of 
wickedness. 

Only swords of Christ's own making are effec- 
tive. On the threshold of the march for the con- 
quest of the world an object lesson was given 
the Christian army of what Jesus can do in this 
direction. 

Damascus was the one city in the world 
where the best swords were made. It was at 
this very city that the most effective instrument 
ever formed against wickedness was produced. 
Paul was Christ's Damascus blade. The tough- 
est thing in this world is not a coat of mail or 
spear of steel, but the stout cartilage that binds 
together soul and spirit. That sinew is the 
will by which the spirit, or heaven-aspiring part 
of man, is bound and held down to the soul or 
earthly life. Only the double-edged sword of a 
human spirit, which has taken on the sharpness 
of divine righteousness, can pierce to the divid- 
ing asunder of these closely- woven parts of 
Man's being. 

The real Vulcan is the Lord Christ, who by 
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the Holy Fire of heaven fuses and forges human 
Spirits not into Damascus, but Jerusalem blades. 

The sword is not a pleasant emblem. It is 
the epitome of a world history of sorrow and 
sufEering. And yet everything depends on who 
wields it. The sword in the hand of Napo- 
leon means desolation and death. But when a 
Washington wields it, there follow liberty and 
peace. The Gospel is peace, but it is war first. 
Hence Jesus says, " I came not to send peace, 
but a sword.** 

Paul was to the New Testament host what 
Joshua was to the Old. He tells off, with great 
carefulness, each soldier's outfit, and his letters 
to the churches are instruction in military tac- 
tics. Never was a Roman soldier more bom to 
battle than Paul. He had the spirit of Conquest. 
He was the Caesar of the Spiritual World. No 
centurion ever burned with greater desire to 
plant the eagles of Rome on the shores of every 
sea than did this Christian Soldier of the Cross, 
to Conquer the world for Christ. He expected 
nothing but the bitterest enmity. There were 
but two camps of mankind, — for and against 
Christ. It was no longer Rome against Carthage, 
but Jerusalem against a Satanized world. 

Paul knocked at the gates of the greatest cities 
and demanded their submission to his King, and 
carried his conquest into the household of Caesar 
himself. 
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The Apostolic army, following such a leader, 
caught his spirit. It was a conquering army, 
small in numbers, but with an onset of righteous- 
ness that was irresistible. A handful of trained 
Roman soldiers mastered whole provinces of 
Asiatics, or rude hordes of northern Europe. 
Paganism is the embodiment of the war spirit, but 
it lacks intelligence. What intelligence is to igno- 
rance, is truth to error. A few of the first Chris- 
tians won larger pagan territories for Jesus than 
a like number of Roman soldiers ever did for 
Caesar. Jesus Himself set the pace for His army. 
He moved with the utmost haste. He thoroughly 
covered His own country in three short years. At 
His departure He left as an inheritance to His 
soldiers the word " Go," — a tremendous word. 
It is the explosion o'f His own omnipotent energy. 
It is not handicapped by any conditions whatever. 
There was nothing to do but to go and keep 
going. There was to be no halt until Satan was 
dethroned in this world. Their feet, shod with 
the " preparation of the Gospel," would be swift 
and almost tireless. 

This was Apostolic Christianity. Think of the 
results within the lives of the Apostles themselves. 
The Mediterranean world had been compassed, if 
not entirely conquered. At the close of the first 
century, it may be said that every part of Asia 
Minor, Greece, and Rome had been summoned to 
, : surrender, and a large proportion of the territory 
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was in Christian possession. Had that step been 
maintained, who can doubt that the whole world 
would have been reached by the end of the fourth 
or fifth century at the longest. But there came 
a change in the plan of campaign. Satan sends 
in a flag of truce, asking for a parley. 

Backed by the whole Roman Empire, he could 
not succeed. "Thou hast conquered, O Gali- 
lean ! " said a dying emperor. Beaten in battle, 
the spirit of evil tries diplomacy. In this he is 
successful. It is the old story of Israel's defeat. 
Joshua was irresistible in the field, but quite 
easily became the victim of deception. He ac- 
cepted a compromise with a powerful tribe that 
represented itself as weak and living far away. 
When the early church stopped to parley she 
made a fatal mistake. Individual or national 
character strikes the line of decadence, when 
words take the place of action. The struggle for 
life is more serious business. It is kill or be 
killed. As great as Socrates and Plato were, 
they marked the decline of Greece, as Cicero did 
that of Rome. The Spiritual Struggle for life 
is no exception. Christianity obtained a foothold 
in this world only by the most determined insis- 
tence. Every interest was staked on the issue. 
There were few words, but heroic deeds. Having 
conquered success, the enemy makes concessions 
subject to discussion. Delimitation of territory 
must be determined between Faith and Reason, 
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— the Bible and Philosophy. It is now a war of 
words, the outcome of which is Theology. What 
the Roman armies could not crush, Platonism de- 
stroyed. There are many ways of taking life, 

— putting the neck in a noose, or filling the air 
with poison, or exhausting all its vitality. Chris- 
tianity was by the two latter sadly crippled, i It 
was an evil day when the church stopped to de- 
fend herself against Plato and Aristotle. Her 
holy life was her defense. What a relapse from 
the conquering march of the first century to the 
apologetics of the second. The fitness of spirit- 
ual life to possess the world was her sufficient 
apology. If at the end of the first century the 
bishops had pushed evangelistic work into Africa 
instead of stopping to discuss Alexandrian the- 
ology, it would not to-day be a "Dark Conti- 
nent." 

For some reason Christianity seems to be a 
century plant. There was a marked decadence 
at the end of the first hundred years. Christ 
Himself appears to John on Patmos to warn the 
churches. But the stately tree showed a declin- 
ing vitality by its rapidly falling leaves. When 
nature fails, the artificial begins, and the natural 
foliage and fruit of divine righteousness were re- 
placed by the priestly imitations of Rome. Error 
thrives better in earthly soil and air than the 
heavenly exotic of Truth Divine. Sin is not a 
century plant. For twelve or more centuries the 
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upas tree of Romanism flourished, with pseudo 
Christianity tied on its branches. It dripped all 
the more with banefulness, because its waxen 
leaves held out to a hungry world a promise of 
fruit. Out of its very corruption and death at 
last sprang forth life. 

Luther raises again the long suppressed cry of 
Justification by Faith. Rome answers it with the 
tocsin of war. Christianity must again struggle 
for existence. Europe is drenched with Protes- 
tant blood. Soil, so enriched, produced a glorious 
harvest. Germany, England, and Scotland proved 
the survival power of righteousness over sin, 
though decked in the gorgeous robes of Roman 
harlotry. 

But this vigorous plant is also of the century 
kind. At the end of a hundred years, the Ref- 
ormation of Luther is largely a spent spiritual 
force in Germany. The church is secularized 
and under state control. The English church 
has relapsed almost to the level of Rome. 

The century plant once more begins its life in 
the Puritanism which conquers in a death strug- 
gle, which renovates England, and plants an oflF- 
shoot in America. A hundred years later, and 
Germany is filled with rationalism, England, with 
deism, and New England, with a dead orthodoxy 
and French infidelity. The Biblical religion of 
heart and life has given place to intellectualism. 
Restson has been enthroned in the seat of Faith. 
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The result is a moral relapse of society, so low 
that the difference in England between the 
church and the world was marked by an im- 
morality of the former as great as the latter. 

Out of this corruption the century plant once 
more springs forth. The Wesleys and White- 
field herald its appearance. English Christianity 
takes a new lease of life, and Methodism sweeps 
the New World like a prairie fire. 

In every instance this plant has established 
itself, and grown with a vigor proportional to its 
opposition. 

The progress of Methodism was little less 
than a riot. It has now reached its century 
growth, and is a comparatively spent spiritual 
force. What is true of it is true of all the dif- 
ferent branches of Christianity which were re- 
invigorated by Methodism. There is little or no 
struggle, because there is little righteousness. 
The spiritual tone is low. When Christianity 
goes into camp, the principalities and powers of 
evil will observe a truce. In England the ritu- 
alistic church is rapidly donning Roman milli- 
nery; and other bodies, while not conforming 
to Rome, are conforming to worldly life. A 
theological down-grade is the natural sequence 
of a less spiritual character. There is a retreat 
of the army, and the standards must be retired 
to correspond with the present position. 

The same symptoms prevail in America. His- 
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tory is repeating its familiar experience since 
Joshua's day: When talking begins action ends, 
and death follows. To parley is the first step to 
defeat. Present Christianity is a talking army, 
instead of a marching one. It is the old story of 
faith giving way to reason. Intellectualism has 
cut the nerve of the pulpit. Many Christian 
colleges which the fathers founded by sacrifice 
for the training of spiritual churches are now 
used by the devil as grindstones on which to 
sharpen his weapons of war. The former presi- 
dents and professors, whose very names were 
synonyms of spiritual power, have now been sub- 
stituted by Germanized teachers whose principal 
aim seems to be to discount and discredit evan- 
gelistic Christianity, and even to sow young 
minds with doubts about the divine character 
of the Bible. The theological schools finish by * 
making young men dialectical fencers in higher 
criticism. 

With the Word of God as only literature and 
preachers as literary critics, the spiritual power 
of the pulpit is reduced to zero. When the gen- 
eral of the British army asked Carlyle his opinion 
of Parliament, he called it the English talking 
shop, and told the general that some day it might 
be his duty to lock it up, as Cromwell did. 
America, as well as England, has been obliged to 
limit debate by iron rules of closure. 

Religious speech may defeat itself the same as 
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political. Preaching the Gospel may obstruct 
the Kingdom of God. A man in London, who 
had listened to preaching in St. Paul's for twenty 
years, thanked God that he was still a Christian ; 
and well he might. Indirectness is the cause. 
It is talking against time ; it is religious filibus- 
tering. Satan has no more effectual way of de- 
feating the Gospel than having it preached indi- 
rectly. It matters not how many guns are fired, 
provided they aim at nothing and hit it. Think 
of the amount of preaching in a single week ! 

How disproportionate are the results. One 
sentence describes it : Words, words, words. It 
is an old saw that one sermon once converted 
three thousand ; now it takes three thousand ser- 
mons to convert one soul. 

The wisdom of words has made the cross of 
none effect. If the words were God's instead of 
man's, how different would be the result. His 
words are direct ; they go straight to the heart. 
Fort Pulaski capitulated under the first volley, 
because every ball from seventy guns fell within 
a circle of twelve feet of the rebel flag. 

Preachers parley when they should demand 
unconditional surrender. It is time some things 
in Christianity should be assumed as settled. 
After eighteen centuries of debate it is time to 
come to a vote for or against Christ. 

It is a remarkable fact that the great theolo- 
gical speculations are as unsettled to-day as when 
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they were first discussed. They are, for the most 
part, human conjectures, concerning the silences 
of God. 

They are the result of stopping to defend the 
Bible against the human reason, which would 
rather talk and question than obey. War never 
philosophizes. It is the impact of irreconcilable 
differences. Righteousness and sin hate each 
other. It was shown between Christ and the 
world, and all who are like Him share his hatred. 
How little boldness there is in the pulpit. Cour- 
age is a prime quality in the preacher. He will 
have no mental reservation ; he will give sin its 
right name and nature. There will be no small 
sins nor white ones. All sins will be large and 
black. Toward God he will be humility itself; 
but toward men he will have all the bearing of a 
royal ambassador, and his message will be the 
same to princes as to people. It may cost him 
his last food and friend, even life itself. But he 
would rather be true and die, than false and live. 
It is a struggle for the existence of righteousness, 
and his personal welfare is of small importance. 

This courage is necessary to directness, and 
springs from love God ward and manward. Obe- 
dience to his Master is his first thought. His 
message is God's verbatim truth. He must not 
shade it by his personal interpretation. He has 
behind him Omnipotence itself, and he knows it. 
This gives him courage. 
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Prince Metternich, representing the Coalition 
of Europe, met Napoleon to settle the terms of 
peace. The emperor was incensed at the condi- 
tions ; all night he paced back and forth like an 
enraged lion, defying all Europe. The ambassa- 
dor remained calm and undismayed. He said 
afterward that he felt behind him the combined 
power of England, Germany, and Austria, and 
was fearless. Let the ambassador of Christ be 
equally fearless when facing the fiercest opposi- 
tion. 

In war every fort and ship that adds new power 
of resistance is met with equal projectile force. 
Satan can build no walls which the word of God, 
impelled by the Holy Spirit, cannot penetrate. 
The trouble lies with man, through whom the 
Word is impelled. The slag of sin unfits him for 
.the use of divine and irresistible force. 

It will not be denied that the ministry does not 
now stand in an aggressive, conquering attitude 
to the world. This shows a lack of personal 
righteousness. There is therefore no opposition 
and no struggle. 

Like priest like people. If the pulpit does not 
hate sin neither will the pew. When the world 
and church coalesce, it is the world that has sur- 
vived. It looks as if the church was approaching 
the relation to the world in which the militia 
stood to the Garrison mob in Boston. Wendell 
Phillips, a young oflficer standing by his colonel, 
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suggested that their regiment should be called 
out. "You fool," said the colonel, "don't you 
see that the regiment is in the mob?" Because 
the regiment was in the mob, Phillips left the 
regiment and fought slavery on Abolition lines 
until he gained a great victory. 

It is the significant boast of Universalism and 
Unitarianism that they have ample compensation 
for their numerical smallness in the leavening of 
orthodoxy with their world-loving principles. 

Religious journalism is on the same level. 
There is little to choose between them and the 
best class of secular weeklies, unless the latter be 
less objectionable, because free from the misrep- 
resenting, gossipy correspondence of the former. 
They are literary, but furnish very little food for 
a spiritual mind. 

The most hopeful side of Christianity is the 
Foreign Mission work. To gain a foothold in 
heathen lands, more or less struggle is absolutely 
necessary, calling for self-sacrifice. And yet the 
instances of such sacrifice, being all-consuming, 
are comparatively few. It can hardly be called 
a Struggle for Life with paganism. The large 
salaries of the managing officials, who should be 
the embodiment of the missionary spirit, have a 
decided flavor of mercenary motives, while the 
churches, which furnish supplies, give the im- 
pression of only playing at missions, instead of 
carrying on a great and terrible war with the 
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powers of darkness. Even centennial figures 
stand only for pennies, instead of the dollars that 
should be given out of the abundance of rich and 
millionaire (Christian) nations. 

These •will be called hard sayings. The pres- 
ent tone of society calls for more softly padded 
speech. There is no one who delights in kind 
words more than the true messenger of God. 
But he delights in true words a great deal more, 
for there can be no real kindness that is not the 
offspring of truth. Nothing is settled until it is 
settled right. Society is polite and deferential. 
The facts that go below the surface of man's 
being are unwelcome, are called vulgar. To with- 
hold such facts, because they cut across the grain 
of present opinions, is the betrayal of a great 
trust. It is not only the sacrifice of the future 
for the present, but the present for a much higher 
present. No one can retain j^^-respect who is 
conscious of heart immorality, while at the same 
time carefully conforming to outward observances. 
The moral pulse of many polite people is shown 
in a far greater sorrow at the exposure of social 
sin than in its committal. But this is not the 
road to happiness. It is not simply the loss of 
the present, but an accumulating accountability, 
which sometime and somewhere must be met. 



CHAPTER IV. 

NATURAL SELECTION. 

The struggle for existence is carried forward 
along the line of Natural Selection, It is the prin- 
ciple of partiality. It is necessary and therefore 
natural We must not forget that the aim of 
Nature is a perfect physical existence. Whatever 
means may be essential to that end are justifia- 
ble. The weak are sacrificed to the strong. It is 
the principle of competition. Competition leads 
to combination. It is first an individual struggle. 
Then the family act together, and then the tribe 
and nation. Competition is carried on by select- 
ing and combining the most efficient for defense 
and attack. Plants compete with plants, animals 
with animals, men with men. So far as man be- 
longs to the heathen world, competition is war. 

This obliges combination. Outside of the tribe 
individualism is impossible. Every one must be- 
long to a tribe, or perish. There are no single 
homes in uncivilized countries. In fact, England 
and America are the only countries where people 
do not entirely dwell in combined communities. 
Rural population for the most part is obliged, 
even in Europe, to live in villages. 
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In time, war is displaced by industry ; but it is 
competition still, and stock-boards and market- 
squares show almost the fierceness of the battle- 
field 

Spiritual Evolution also follows the line of 
Natural Selection. Christianity is based on the 
principle of Competition. If it cannot show a 
greater fitness to survive than Evil, it does not 
ask to live. But to compete it must combine. 
Natural Selection in the Spiritual World calls out 
and unites its own kind, and that the best, in the 
struggle with Evil. This unity is not the Combi- 
nation of Nature, which is a necessity of Selfish- 
ness. The tribe is an aggregate of selfishness, 
which could not exist as individual parts, and is 
obliged to Combine. 

We must substitute a new word in Spiritual 
Evolution, — Cooperation instead of Combina- 
tion, — love rather than selfishness. Christianity 
is not a combination of those having a common 
foe simply, but of those who also love one an- 
other. It is not alone cooperation against Evil, 
but for one another. It is a brotherhood, and 
the first and only brotherhood known on earth. 

It is true that the principle of Cooperation is 
found in nature ; but it is very faint and futile 
as compared with its opposite principle of compe- 
tition. 

Plants to some extent assist each other, as also 
do animals. But at best it is only a blind instinct 
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and dark forecast of its fulfillment in Christian 
cooperation. On the human plane, cooperation 
rarely passed beyond kinship, and was very weak 
witKin that circle. Christian Cooperation was be- 
gotten by the Holy Ghost at Pentecost, and tested 
by the surrender of personal property for the 
common good. Selfish individualism is supplanted 
by voluntary self-sacrifice. By the very consti- 
tution of Christianity no man can live unto him- 
self. It is the necessity of Love. 

The struggle for Spiritual Existence rests on 
competition and cooperation. The first is God's 
" plan of campaign ; " the second is man's volun- 
tary obedience and service. God's plan of cam- 
paign means an uncompromising war on Sin. 
This necessitates a compact and disciplined 
army. The first duty of His soldiers is war. 
They are born and trained to it. All other in- 
terests are subordinate to their conquest of evil. 
They are not to give their first thought even to 
food or friends. Their business is to fight, and 
trust their government to provide supplies. They 
are picked men, and separated unto the King's 
service. For this service they are to share the 
rewards of victory. This is the Christian army, 
and those chosen for such service have a favored 
lot. It has been called divine partiality and 
elective Christianity, One thing is certain ; it is 
strongly taught in the Bible. It is a scarlet thread 
running through the whole Book. 
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But a very important feature of Biblical Elec- 
tion has been overlooked. It was never made an 
end in itself, but only a necessary means to a 
much larger end. It was simply a repetitio*n of 
Nature. The struggle for existence obliged com- 
bination. The individual could not defend him- 
self ; he must belong to a tribe, or perish. It was 
a war measure. The individual secured through 
the tribe what he never could alone. Large con- 
quest depended on keeping the army compact 
and disciplined. 

New Testament election has relation to this 
age. The Old Testament partiality is now re- 
peated in a spiritual sense. Jewish restriction 
was necessary to both individual and universal 
religious life. The same is true of Christianity : 
before it can become general it must be limited 
to the " ecclesia," — the called out. God is there- 
fore sincere because elective, and elective be- 
cause sincere. The final Conquest of the world 
is impossible without a separated people in every 
nation preparing the " way of the Lord." 

God*s plan of campaign has at times been 
disastrously changed. Men have thought God*s 
methods too slow. Sacramentarianism for ages 
displaced the doctrine of Election. Church Sov- 
ereignty took the place of divine sovereignty and 
dispensed papal salvation. But divine decrees 
cannot be so easily contravened. What the church 
gained in numbers she lost in purity and power. 
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A religion that includes the world, whether with 
or without the sacraments, loses both itself and 
the world. 

Liberalism breaks down all fences, and makes 
the "ecclesia** an open field of weeds and thorns. 

The spiritual solidarity of mankind is not 
brought about by the physical identity of Christ 
with humanity, but by the spiritual birth of be- 
lievers into Him. Divine Sovereignty is the 
plan of campaign for this age. We must work 
on in that path, more slowly indeed, but more 
surely in the end than by parliaments of religions. 

The Elect Church is the nucleus which, grow- 
ing as it goes, must push on the Gospel for a 
witness to all nations, until the limit of humanity 
shall be reached. 

In the struggle for existence it can survive evil 
only by the same principle of Competition which 
we see in Nature, and which necessitates combi- 
nation, which means Separation or Election. Its 
aim is the entire destruction of all other religions. 
Along with this is working the principle of co- 
operation. This is found in Nature as a selfish 
principle, but in the Spiritual world is unselfish. 

Competition is the relation of a principle or 
life to an external foe. Cooperation is the rela- 
tion of the individual to a leader and to his asso- 
ciates. The first is Divine Sovereignty separat- 
ing the church from the world ; the second is 
Free Moral Agency, both in voluntary choice to 
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obey God, and to continue in his service with 
others. These two principles underlie both Na- 
ture and Revelation. In Nature their working is 
simple and satisfactory. It is classification of in- 
dividuals and competition of classes. But in the 
Spiritual world a Metaphysical interpretation has 
been given, which makes them clash. Competi- 
tion has been wrongly applied to individual sal- 
vation^ and Cooperation, with equal wrong, has 
been used with reference to systems of belief. 

The former makes God arbitrary and harsh, 
and the latter is a liberty which leads to license. 
One is called Calvinism, the other Arminianism. 
If Spiritual Competition and Cooperation could 
have followed Scriptural instead of Metaphysical 
lines, Christianity would be far other than it is 
to-day. The unfolding of Nature, by Evolution, 
shows the proper application of these great prin- 
ciples, and will extricate Christianity from the 
confusion of ages. The greatness of that confu- 
sion will be shown in the discussion of Calvinism 
and Arminianism. 

"Words are things, and a small drop of ink 
falling like dew upon a thought produces that 
which makes thousands, perhaps millions, think." 
Of few words is this more true than Calvinism. 
At its mention what thoughts stir the mind ! It 
condenses the Christian history of the past two 
centuries. Modern Christendom is the outcome 
of the controversy over its principles. 
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Calvinism is more suggestive of cavalry than 
Calvary ; its name is a phonograph of tramping 
armies and battle charges. In the fore-front, as 
leader of all, stands out the grim and iron Visage 
of Calvin himself ; a man not only like the father 
of the drowned prince, who " never smiled again,** 
but who is said never to have smiled at all. 
And yet Calvinism is far from the paralyzing 
spectre it has been represented. As usual the 
caricature has been received and remembered in- 
stead of the true picture. A large portion of 
Calvinistic literature lies in the domain of psy- 
chology. Yet that which has placed it among 
the foremost forces in the transformation of hu- 
man Society has been its connection with the 
boldest facts of life. 

Calvinism is not so much a statement of what 
we think the divine government of the world 
ought to be as what, as a matter of fact, it is, 
however monstrous that fact may seem to be. 
That it appears sufficiently monstrous no one 
will deny. Think what the world has been, and 
is now ! What a pandemonium ! Hell itself 
seems removed but a step beyond. Look at the 
inequalities of life : on the one hand, of man's in- 
herited incubus of sin. He begins life weighted 
with a diseased body and a tainted soul. His 
natural gravitation to Evil is accelerated by all 
the vile surroundings into which he chances to 
be born and bred. Now put beside him his 
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opposite in Society. He comes into the world 
with a sound body, and with a soul, not stainless 
indeed, but the strong arms of an upright ances- 
try holding him up, and the best influences of 
earth hedging him about, until his character is 
well-formed in morality and righteousness. Where 
is the justice in this and countless other dispari- 
ties of life ? — disparities not only individual, but 
national ; the Caucasian blessed with Revelation, 
the others left to Nature. 

A priori^ this is not the world we should ex- 
pect from a power as righteous as it is supreme ; 
especially as that supreme power, in the face of 
all these inequalities, demands rigid account at 
last. Civilized mankind has either revolted en- 
tirely at this picture, or sought some explanation 
of it. The revolters at once deny the existence 
of a Divine Being as too inconsistent with the 
facts of sin and suffering in the world to be 
credible. They substitute for God the forces 
of Nature, and destroy all human responsibility 
by reducing man to so much self-moulding clay. 
But this conclusion by no means solves the diffi- 
culty. It does not account for the fact of sin ; 
for whether man is natural or supernatural, he is 
certainly suffering under sin. Whatever fault, 
therefore, materialism may find with the Biblical 
statement of the origin of evil, it surely has pro- 
duced nothing better. 

Of those who accept the Scriptural account, 
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there are two parties : Arminians aftd Calvinists. 
The former endeavor to relieve the divine gov- 
ernment of some of its severity and apparent 
injustice by denying, or at least modifying, the 
facts of sin in the world. They assert that origi- 
nal sin is not guilt ; that man is not obligated to 
be morally perfect without renewing grace ; that 
the guilt of Adam cannot be imputed ; that the 
will of man, though not competent to obey the 
law of God perfectly, without the aid of the Holy 
Spirit, yet is able to cooperate by that assist- 
ance ; that the Holy Spirit is granted, on the 
condition that man's will concur and cooperate. 
But after all this does not explain the terrible 
fact of sin, so as to relieve God of apparent in- 
justice, for the question yet remains, how an 
infinite will of holiness could permit itself to be 
insphered by a finite sinful will. This is a mental 
paradox : a contradiction of terms, and therefore 
inconceivable. 

We come now to the solution attempted by 
Calvinists. All satisfactory thought must begin 
with underlying principles or facts. The Re- 
formers felt this necessity in their statement of 
doctrine. Before enforcing the consequences of 
sin, they must explain its existence. 

Their recoil from the corruptions of Rome was 
scarcely greater than from her Arminian expla- 
nation of sin. After a full survey of all the 
facts of sin Calvin, disdaining all apologies and 
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qualifications, boldly asserted the sovereign right 
of God to create man a moral paralytic, and at 
the same time with an inflexible accountability. 
The cardinal points are : ist. Original sin, or 
the imputed guilt of Adam to every human soul. 
2d. The human will is unable to return to God, 
except the Holy Spirit impart that ability : it can 
cooperate only so far as God acts upon it first, 
and so controls it in all the future. 3d. God will 
so act upon the Elect, whom He chooses for Sal- 
vation. 

These statements seem to lead to one conclu- 
sion : Man lives a Punch and Judy life. He 
hioves with apparent freedom, but is really con- 
trolled by unseen wires. 

That there is much to support this theory of the 
divine government no one will deny. Its tneta- 
physical argument is strong. The will is con- 
trolled by the greatest motive, and the greatest 
motive is placed by God himself before the will. 
This we call Providence, by which every man's 
circumstances and life are shaped : some to hap- 
piness here and hereafter and others to despair. 
This is the sickening fact of life, "whether 
voiced in the cry of the heathen, with the vulture 
at his vitals, or the more Christian wail of Job 
on his heap of ashes." We force down complain- 
ing throats our justification of the ways of God 
to men, by charging on the sufferers their respon- 
sibility of acting freely under the greatest mo- 
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tive, but receive in reply that the greatest mo- 
tive is nothing less than Tamerlane's iron cage, 
as resistless as fate, and that fate is God. Mod- 
ern advocates of the doctrine have endeavored to 
soften this arbitrary, and partial attitude of God, 
by removing farther back the final cause of the 
action of the will than the Reformers had done. 
But though they have added more links to the 
chain, it is a chain still, with its ring around 
the neck of man, and its staple fast fixed in the 
changeless decree of heaven. It cannot be de- 
nied that the actual facts of evil give strong 
support to this cast-iron theory of the will. But 
after all it is an intellectual rather than moral diffi- 
culty. It is a conclusion of the head and not the 
heart. When the intellect has reached its final 
result in regard to the harsh and unreasonable 
character of God, the heart makes haste to pro- 
test, and assert the righteousness and goodness 
of the divine government. In other words, in 
spite of both facts and metaphysics to the con- 
trary, man knows that he is governed by wise 
and good laws, and that he is entirely responsi- 
ble for what he is and does : obeying, it shall be 
well with him, disobeying, it shall be ill. With 
whatever corruption he enters the world, and 
whatever be the surroundings of his birth and 
life, he is yet conscious of full responsibility. 
The intellect may proclaim "sin a nature, and 
that nature guilt," but the Spirit of man insists 
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on assuming all the consequences of its guilt. 
P A conscious condemnation for Adam's sin, how- 
ever possible in the dogmas of the schools, is 
unknown in human experience. Not a sinner of 
Biblical record intimates it or takes shelter from 
the law behind the apple of Eden. Even Cain, 
the first - born and nearest the corrupt fountain 
of life, casts no blame on his father. David fully 
recognized the corruption of his birth, yet pleads 
no guilt on that account, but, on the contrary, 
hushes all cries of imputed sin in a despairing 
wail over personal guilt. His corrupt birth is an 
aggravation and not a palliation. The very fact 
of possessing such a nature should have made 
him more careful and resistful. In like manner, 
Paul's slain man in the seventh of Romans sug- 
gests no guilt on Adam's account, but proclaims 
the law just and good. This entire absence in 
human consciousness of imputed sin, is certainly 
of more weight, in ^determining man's relation to 
God, than all theories to the contrary. 

We live in the era of law. More and more we 
are awakening to the strict order of things. Law 
is the warp of nature. Material science has done 
grand service in emphasizing this fact. But 
there is woof as well as warp. Materialism in 
its dogmatism of denial goes as much too far in 
asserting what man shall not believe, as hyper- 
Calvinism in insisting on what he shall believe. 
The former makes the race subject to law, 
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SO far as .to destroy all responsibility, while the 
latter goes back of his existence to saddle him 
with the responsibility which he cannot feel. If 
we must choose between the two horns, we 
should prefer Materialism, since it makes us the 
sport of a resistless and impersonal and unfeeling 
Force, while the other makes man the victim of 
a wise and good Creator. 

But the heart of man is the corrective of both. 
It repudiates the irresponsibility of the one, and 
the imputed guilt of the other. Whether in the 
realm of matter or spirit, we are conscious of 
laws, which obeyed, will bless, but disobeyed, will 
blight ; more than that, we are aware of ability 
to obey, and of being justly punished for disobe- 
dience. 

The bare logic of facts may seem to leave nar- 
row margin for the goodness of God. Reason- 
ing from the government to the Governor, we 
cannot deny that He seems* severe^ to say the 
least. He either has not all-power, and therefore 
is not a God at all, or He is as unkind as pow- 
erful. 

But in the teeth of such logic our moral sense, 
even in the most bitter moments, asserts His 
goodness and makes us somewhat willing to wait 
for the disappearance of the mystery that the 
goodness may appear. 

Conceding its metaphysical basis, the Bible 
furnishes it strong support, as indeed it does to 
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almost any moral theory brought to it for con- 
firmation. Every man's theology is squared to 
his metaphysics and philosophy. 

The Electionist, starting with the assumption of 
man's helplessness, can find little else in the Scrip- 
tures. The Arminian, on the other hand, can 
find there nothing but ability and freedom. The 
Scriptures teach both because each is necessary 
to the other. Their effectiveness is in their move- 
ment in opposite directions. They are the two 
parts of the divine shears, whose sharp edges seize 
and cut through offensive Self-SuflRciency on the 
one hand and lying excuses of inability on the 
other. It is granted that divine sovereignty is 
so presented in the Bible that it may receive a 
harsh interpretation. But is that interpretation 
true to the facts ? No doubt the Old Testament 
strongly gives an elective and partial impression 
of God. Take Jehovah's choice of the Jews to the 
exclusion and destruction of other nations. And 
yet, the more the Old Testament is scanned by 
modern scholarship, more and more clearly ap- 
pear the beneficent principles involved in the 
whole Jewish economy, and which looked to the 
good of mankind. It seemed to be a choice be- 
tween saving (for a time) a part of the race or 
none, and, through a part, ultimately the greater 
portion of the world. The rigid ritual of purifi- 
cation turns out to be little more than indispens- 
able sanitary laws, especially during their desert 
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life, and the ritual of worship was an object les- 
son, to recover and keep before them the holy 
conception of Jehovah which Abraham and Isaac 
possessed, but which their children had lost dur- 
ing, four hundred years of bondage. Whether 
physical or spiritual, the apparent harshness of 
the Old Testament laws is grounded as much in 
the needs of the ruled as in the will of the Ruler, 
and whoever violated them neither harmed nor 
spited God but painfully wronged himself. The 
Subjective effect of law, it is true, would not have 
had the restraining influence on that degraded 
age that it has on ours ; hence God held up penal- 
ties as objective punishments. Though suffering 
might follow as the natural sequence of law, the 
Jews saw it inflicted by the angry hand of God. 

Coming now to the New Testament we enter 
a new world. Iconoclasm expresses the New 
Testament idea. Jesus was the prince of idol 
breakers. The end of material and arbitrary wor- 
ship had come. Shell-forms were crushed and 
burned. Judaism was destroyed. Its high and 
exclusive fence was demolished. The child of 
Abraham no longer had the monopoly of divine 
goodness. If God still loved him it was not be- 
cause he was a Jew, but a man. Heaven's mes- 
sage substituted Humanity for Israel. All souls 
were equally dear to God. The words of Jesus 
are really one, and that word is. Whosoever, 
And yet, in the very face of this freedom, Christ 
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proclaims the sovereignty of God. His whoso- 
ever is followed in the next breath by the an- 
nouncement, " No man can come unto me except 
the Father draw him." 

Will Christ, then, dash to the ground the high 
hopes he has raised of a religion for all and an 
impartial distribution of the mercies of heaven ? 
Does he double on his own track, or does he 
tantalize mankind with the play of hide-and-seek ? 
No, it cannot be. What then does he mean ? 
To the hyper-Calvinist he means nothing but the 
election of some to glory and some to despair. 
Man is clay in the hands of the potter. He must 
be entirely willing to be made a vessel of wrath 
and yet be responsible for his final destruction. 
Is not this a direct imputation of insincerity on 
the part of God ? On the contrary, the burden 
of the Saviour's ministry was to destroy this very 
idea of divine partialism, both by throwing open 
arms around those heretofore excluded from " cov- 
enanted mercies," and, on the other hand, thun- 
dering into the ears of the self-elected the most 
scathing denunciations. His discriminations were 
national and not individual; against man as a 
Jew and not as the genus homo, Christ taught 
divine sovereignty to overthrow those who had 
turned it into fatalism. So sovereign was Jehovah 
that at his word the very stones of the street 
would start up into Abraham's children ; but God 
was not so sovereign that He could save even 
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the children of Abraham without distinction of 
character ; without the consent and free coopera- 
tion of their wills, and without they possessed holy 
hearts and lives. Jesus sent the ship of Phari- 
seeism to the bottom to teach them that they 
must use the winds of God to drive their ship 
instead, on the one hand, of dragging it into port 
themselves, or, on the other, of depending on 
Abraham to bring them in. And because they 
would not. He charges their wreck on themselves 
by saying, " Ye will not come unto Me." 

The Apostolic statements show some reactions 
from Christ in this regard. This was natural. 
The Jew was in them still; for the most part 
suppressed, but up with the first opportunity. 
At the end of three or four thousand years a rut 
becomes a gorge. The Hebrew race has beenp*^ 
blown like thistledown over the earth, and after I 
nearly nineteen centuries of contact with other 
civilizations and religions, in bone and marrow 
is Hebrew still ; anxious for nothing so much as 
to plant its feet in the time-worn footprints of 
Father Abraham. Though every print is now a 
pit it prefers to flounder on in them, rather than 
traverse the New Testament table-land above. 

If such be the strength of Jewish prejudice 
even yet, is it any wonder that the Hebrew Apos- 
tles in their escape to Christianity, the very 
antipodes of Judaism, should, at times at least, 
slip a step backward. Th^ marvel is that they so 
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soon threw off their Hebraisms. A religion no 
less divinely recreating than Christ's could have 
made it possible. Still the Jew in them will not 
always and entirely down at their bidding. The 
special regard of God for the Ancient People for 
centuries had twisted the doctrine of divine sover- 
eignty into every thread of Jewish thought and 
life. With the knife of Sovereignty it had been 
the religious joy of the Jew to cut the throats 
of all other nations. Paul shows them that this 
knife is double-edged ; shows them that the same 
Sovereignty which armed them against the Gen- 
tile now places the latter on equal footing at least 
with themselves ; showed them that God was a 
Sovereign indeed, and not merely a Jewish King, 
and could of his own right reverse his relations 
with both Hebrew and Heathen. Paul presses 
the argument He crowds his kinsman after the 
flesh to the wall. The same battle-axe, with which 
as a Jew Paul had sought to destroy all in the 
outer court, he now uses to beat down those in 
the inner court. Indeed he goes so far in his 
statement of righteous Omnipotence and reduces 
man to such helplessness that we almost forget 
the nature of his argument; we forget that his 
controversy is entirely Jewish and national ; that 
his discriminations, in regard to Salvation, are not 
between individual men as to the race at large, 
but between Jew and Gentile. 

And yet it will not be denied that he states 
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this SO strongly that a bias towards Calvinism 
finds in the Apostle's words a strong confirma- 
tion. But suppose it were clear that he speaks 
without race distinctions ; that he applies the doc- 
trine of Sovereignty between Gentile and Gentile, 
as he had used it between Gentile and Jew, — 
is there no margin to be given to his Hebraism ? 
Without any denial of inspiration, may we not 
say that his language is somewhat strong ? that 
the current of his thought on this subject di- 
verges somewhat from his Master and Teacher? 
It seems to be true as to some other Apostolic 
teaching. Take the doctrine of the Second Com- 
ing of Christ. It is plain that Judaism colors the 
New Testament thought on this point. To the 
Apostles the destruction of Jerusalem meant 
the destruction of the world. While shorn of 
most of their Jewish ideas at their spiritual birth, 
they still think that the ruin of Jerusalem in- 
volves the whole world, and therefore as they 
behold the culminating signs, gathering over the 
doomed city, they become more ardent in their 
expectation of their Lord's coming. Now if as 
much allowance as this must be made to their 
statement of the doctrine of the Second Advent, 
then why not give an equal margin to their Divine 
Sovereignty. 

Thus far we have spoken of Calvinism with 
reference to regeneration. We think it has 
equally overstated the doctrine of Perseverance. 
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The same reasons urged against the former hold 
in regard to the latter. If we cannot believe that 
God so acted on a part of the race that they could 
not resist regeneration, while the rest were left 
to perish, neither can we believe that God makes 
it unconditionally impossible for them to aposta- 
tize. We concede that the metaphysical argu- 
ment is as strong for necessary perseverance as 
necessary regeneration. It is simply choice under 
the greatest motive, and God controls that motive. 

The hard facts of life seem to confirm this intel- 
lectual theory. Evil is such a force that it is as 
difficult for man to stand as at first to rise, with- 
out compelling grace. But, as in actual experi- 
ence, the heart before conversion asserted its 
freedom in the face of all theories and seeming 
facts to the contrary, so after beginning the 
new life man is as fully conscious of the same 
freedom and responsibility ; conscious that with 
the faithful use of the prescribed means he will 
reach success ; neglecting these, failure. The 
rising emphasis of the " Reign of Law " adds a 
convincing voice to his convictions. There is 
no life without law, and all life after its own 
kind. With certain conditions, life ; without them 
death. This is God's order in the Universe from 
angel to animal, and from flashing star to stolid 
stone. The slightest departure would wreck the 
whole. 

Uniformity is the law of nature, and is not 
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more essential in the material world than free- 
dom of the will in the moral and spiritual. It is 
the law of nature to move in a groove, but it is 
the law of intelligence and will to move with 
freedom. 

But of course the deciding voice is the Bible. 
And here, as in regard to human ability before 
regeneration, the voice is double. There are two 
controlling chords in the harmony of Salvation. 
The Calvinistic and Arminian clash is the result 
of each insisting on his chord. When both are 
touched with Equal force the music is divine. If 
we could come to the Bible before our theories 
have prejudged it, what a plain book it would be. 
We should then see that the strongest expres- 
sions of Jesus in regard to the certainty of Salva- 
tion to believers give no sufficient support to that 
doctrine as formulated by Calvinism. Consider 
the circumstances under which our Saviour spoke. 
On the one hand were haughty Electionists. These 
must be knocked off their high pedestals. This 
Christ did with the strong arm of Abraham him- 
self, viz., his arm of personal faith. On the other 
hand were the down-trodden, who could not be 
induced to approach nearer than the outmost 
edge of his circle of hearers, except by the most 
kindly manners and messages ; and who could 
not be persuaded to enter on a purer life in the 
face of all their felt gravitation to the bad, except 
by the most assuring promises of help and vie- 
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tory. Interpreting, then, the Saviour's strongest 
pledges of success to believers, in the light of 
these circumstances, how far we are removed 
from the cast-iron doctrine of predestination that 
has been deduced from them ! An exegesis of the 
parables in harmony with this general analogy of 
Christ's more explicit statements will give a sim- 
ilar result. Take, if you please, that of the sower. 
No one will deny that the failure of a part of the 
Sowing was due alone to the Soil. The seed, so 
far as the soil permitted, threw up unmistakable 
signs of life and growth. But after an undenia- 
ble beginning the conditions of the Soil in two 
instances extinguished its life. In the third, the 
Soil being favorable, a good harvest was gathered. 
Man is responsible for his heart conditions and 
harvests. It rests with him whether he will be 
garnered or burned at last. 

Other parables might be cited with like results. 
Even granting that the Scriptures are equally 
strong on both sides, when taken without refer- 
ence to the context, yet we think that the beam 
falls rapidly in favor of the believer's freedom, 
and consequent possibility of being lost, when the 
context is considered. The same is true of the 
Apostolic teachings. What was said of Paul's 
Jewish controversy and bias, in regard to the 
Sovereignty of God in choosing some to salvation 
and rejecting others, will equally apply to his 
statements of the believer's perseverance. 
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But what are the actual facts ? An ounce of 
fact is worth a ton of theory. Can it be denied 
that believers do fall away? We endeavor to 
explain cases of apostasy by saying that, whatever 
they professed, they were after all deceivers, and, 
it may be, themselves deceived. But there are 
serious objections to this explanation. The fact 
is, many of these professors have run too well 
and too long to be accounted for on the ground 
of hypocrisy. It is not in the nature of things 
that character of the lowest type shall suddenly 
leap out of its mire upon the Rock of Ages, and 
keep its footing for years even in appearance. Such 
imposture is impossible. When character cannot 
be read with the eye, it can be felt and that from 
afar. Thistles do not long if at all produce figs. 
The bad must come to the Surface. If there 
were any joy at all in such pantomime, it would 
soon become stale. No, we must confess that 
such explanations are lame. Nor is the case met 
by asserting that regenerated persons will always 
be recovered before death. It is not denied that 
the spiritual pulse may run very low, and yet be 
quickened to vigorous life, and often is. But 
when there is a steady trend to the bad, with no 
last signs of recovery, there is but one thing to 
say, "He went to his own place." 

This is only the subjection of Spiritual life to 
the inevitable laws of all life. The transgression 
or neglect of these Uws results in the gradual but 
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utter extinction of religious as well as all other 
life. 

This accounts not only for apostates, as de- 
scribed in Heb. vi. 4-6, but the graded Spiritual 
life of the whole church. Whenever the condi- 
tions are fulfilled, there are purity and joy in the 
highest degree. Unfulfilled, there is a decline in 
the spiritual pulse, until it ceases to beat. No 
believer is therefore hopeless, however low in the 
scale of life ; even as low as adulterous David, for 
like David he may be recovered. This differs 
from the doctrine of falling from Grace, which 
regards David as ceasing to be a Christian as 
soon as he falls, and can be restored only by a 
succeeding conversion. This is as arbitrary and 
unnatural as hyper-Calvinism, which {nolens vo- 
lens) prevents his fatal decline. 

Where, then, is the living and immortal force 
of Calvinism 1 Certainly not in its speculations. 
In leaving off its Metaphysical Explanation of 
Sin we are simply eliminating its weakness. It 
has attempted an explanation of the inexplicable. 
It had little effect on the Reformers themselves. 
They contradicted their theories of man*s help- 
lessness and irresponsibility by their crushing 
assault on all unrighteousness. Their souls, set 
aflame with fire from above, consumed all their 
theories, and gave them a resistlessness against 
sin scarcely surpassed by the "apostles them- 
selves. 
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It was only when they emerged from the 
tangled jungle of Aristotle into the open field of 
real life, that they made their force felt. 

The living essence of Calvinism, then, is an 
overwhelming sense of "the power that makes 
for righteousness/' When this consciousness is 
in, lies must go out. The soul may feed on false- 
hood longy but the time is sure to come when it 
will have Had enough, and turn away with revolt- 
ing nausea. Some day the thought comes with 
startling force, "This is all a hollow deception.'' 
It will come to individuals and nations. Europe 
had been stuffing with the lies of Rome for cen- 
turies. Its stomach would bear no more. Tet- 
zel's indulgences would not go down. The effort 
to force converted them into a powerful emetic. 
All the poison was not disgorged, it is true, but 
enough to give signs of health to Europe un- 
known for ages. God^ righteousness and heaven 
once more had a meaning. Justification by faith 
again awakened men to moral and personal re- 
sponsibility. Pope, priests and relics were 
stripped of their musty and mysterious cover- 
ings, and found to be nothing but grinning lies. 
At this, honest men opened their eyes exceeding 
wide. They had been duped long enough. They 
had asked for bread, and were given a stone. The 
serpents they had received for fish had at last 
aroused them by poisonous stings to a keen 
sense of their perishing condition. In their re- 
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coil from ritualism to righteousness they rejected 
everything that smacked of forms and falsehood. 
Righteousness knows no compromise with sin. 
The Reformers did not spare themselves nor 
others. They became as austere and self-deny- 
ing as before they had been indulgent. When 
the priest answered for them, adultery and mur- 
der gave them no concern ; now that they must 
answer for themselves, they fear a lurking devil 
in every smile. God had become to them a burn- 
ing band of fire around this earth, to burn off and 
forever all wickedness ; Jehovah had sent them to 
draw this belt of flame so close to the lies of the 
world that nothing untrue should escape. They 
endeavored to be faithful to their commission. 

The papal falsehood was yet too green a tree to 
be burned by their torches. But if they could 
not burn /V, they would themselves burn before 
they would be fed or sheltered by it. Out of 
their ashes spring the Huguenots of France, the 
Netherland patriots and Ironsides of Cromwell. 
Calvinism may be scouted for its theories, but its 
colossal facts challenge the admiration of the 
world. 

The best part of mankind had become limp 
and flabby with falsehood. The religion that 
once had recovered the world from moral Stagna- 
tion had itself relapsed into the foul Slum of Jes- 
uitism. 

Calvinism came and gave a new lease of life to 
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virtue and integrity. It poured new character 
into hollow men ; character as unbending as 
stiffest steel. It made men to whom life was no 
longer of value if it must be bought with their 
Consciences. They could not mince nor shuffle. 
A lie was a lie, whether white or black. Men of 
such metal are the pure gold of the race. If they 
had left no other memorial of their integrity than 
Scotland alone, they had not lived in vain. 

Puritan England is not far behind. Calvin- 
ism was the real birth of the British Empire. 
Thrift closely follows integrity. When English- 
men shook off the paralyzing falsehoods of Rome, 
they at once felt a new life throbbing through 
their veins. With Drake on sea and Cecil on 
land, Calvinism laid the foundations of the 
greatest manufacturing and commercial power 
in the world ; great because good ; victorious be- 
cause virtuous. Not stainless, indeed, but yet a 
shining light in the world's darkness. True, Cal- 
vinism did not find perfect freedom even in 
England, and therefore chose the New World 
for a home ; and the same power which had made 
the Old World new now made the Wilderness of 
the New blossom as the rose. 

But is it now a spent force } Has it no further 
raison d'itre f If so, why ? We believe that as 
a metaphysical system it is waning. As a moral 
force, it is yet young but needs a new Emphasis. 
Its own Protestantism must be protested. 
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Protestantism has lost some of its iron muscle. 
In the church it is hypocrisy. Uriah Heaps 
abound, — many, with much religion but no char- 
acter. In the world it is religious indiflference. 
There are few now who clutch the back of pews 
to keep from sliding into hell, as in Edwards' 
time. 

The fact is, men do not believe these things. 
The sharp hooks of truth are so blunted by unbe- 
lief that they have lost their hold on many who 
are rapidly drifting into open infidelity. It is the 
old story of growth and decay. The seed of Pro- 
testantism lodges in the old trunk of Rome. Its 
accumulated mould rapidly develops that seed 
into a growth that rivals the ancient tree. The 
offshoot, after reaching enormous proportions, 
also accumulates mould, — the mould of decayed 
faiths and meaningless Creeds. The seeds of 
error, always in the air, find a rich bed in this 
mould, and soon throw out the poisonous ivy of 
unbelief. What is the remedy for this } Not the 
uprooting of the tree itself, for there is nothing 
to plant in its place. There is only one other 
way ; these poisonous creepers that are sucking 
out the life of truth must be stripped off. There 
is vitality in the tree, but it is dying for breath 
and free circulation. There is only one knife 
whose keen edge can run through this accumula- 
tion of falsehood. That knife is righteousness^ 
and no hand less sparing than John Calvin's can 
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wield it with success. All others are mere prun- 
ers, who only add new force to the noxious 
growth. 

Is this all of Calvinism t A squeezed orange, 
indeed ! Hamlet left out with a vengeance. No ! 
Hamlet is still there ; it is only the ghost of the 
play that is dismissed. You will say that the 
force of the first Calvinists arose from the convic- 
tion that in carrying war to the hilt against sin 
they were simply obeying the resistless decree of 
Omnipotence. Like Napoleon they were fated 
to act such a part in the world. But this is not 
their own Explanation. If they stopped to formu- 
late their creed, it is true, they emphasized the 
decrees. But if asked on the battle-field itself, 
they would have said, " We are fighting sin be- 
cause we hate it!' 

The intensity of their hatred of sin obliged 
their wide Separation from the world. The wide 
and stormy Atlantic -was not a wider Separationiv 
of the Puritans from English shores than was\\- 
their Spiritual life from English frivolities and 1 / 
poperies. 

The wider their Separation from the world the 
more compacted was their own company. They 
were driven in on themselves in their resistance 
to a hostile World. When they were gathered in 
their fort or log meeting-house, in defense, when 
surrounded by a murderous band of Indians, they 
but fitly typified their ^iritual attitude to Satanic 
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foes. Nor was the safety of their own individual 
scalps their first object, but rather their families 
and neighbors. Each risked his life for others 
and the common good. It was not simply a com- 
bination, but Cooperation as well, because they 
were Christian brothers. 

That Separation as a class and Cooperation as 
individuals are the substance of Calvinism, we 
have only to refer to the history of the Puritans, 
who were themselves the sternest of Calvinists, 
to show. The value of that Separation and Co- 
operation no man can measure. Puritan history 
was a repetition of Hebrew Separation. God sealed 
up the Jews in Palestine until they formed a com- 
pactness of character that all the disintegrating 
forces of all subsequent lands and ages have not 
been able to untwine. The same is true of the 
Puritans. For about two hundred years they 
were shut in along the New England coast. Pu- 
ritanism gathered immense-head force. We can 
now see how truly God was in their history, as in 
all history, which is simply the evolution of a 
plan in the mind of God. 

When the stream of immigration set in, flow- 
ing westward from the old world, it was joined 
by a stream of Puritanism, which changed its 
foul waters of Romanism and Anarchy to the 
purity of New England Protestantism. So that 
to-day the great West bears the Puritan stamp 
and impulse. The assitnilation may not be 
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effected at once, but time will do it. The Mis- 
souri, for a distance of many miles, refuses to 
coalesce with the Mississippi, but long before 
the sea is reached its black waters have been 
changed into the brighter currents of the Father 
of Waters. The principle of separation is impera- 
tive in the redemption of mankind. Separation is 
concentration and concentration is power. Lib- 
eralism sneers at it as narrow. It is fashion- 
able in our day to laugh at the narrowness of the 
Puritans, but the very thrift and blessings of pres- 
ent English civilization would not exist had it not 
been for the Puritanism whose narrowness was its 
power. A river is powerful when rushing through 
a gorge, not when stagnating in a swamp. The 
mighty Niagara of the Bible is where the stream 
narrows to the width of the Cross. There is no 
more electricity in the world than always before, 
but men have learned how to concentrate it. 

It is just as true of Spiritual Life. Broadness 
is fatal to it. Broad Christianity is simply dead 
Christianity. The one spiritual need of our time 
is separation. It is true of the past. We think \ 
of the Friends of God, Poor Men of Lyons, Mora- \ 
vians, Quakers, Mystics, Brethren, and others. / 
These are the least among the tribes of Israel, 
but what current and power have they put into 
the stream of Christianity ! Would that this his- 
tory might repeat itself ! 



CHAPTER V. 

SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST. 

The fittest means, ^^'j/, adaptation to environ- 
ment. All vegetable and animal life is subject 
to this law. Earth, sea, and air determine their 
own kind of life. Life survives according to its 
adaptation to its element. Fish for the sea, and 
animals for the land. This general division is 
subdivided and graduated by the fitness of sea- 
life and land-life to conform to variations of envi- 
ronment. Seals could not survive in the Tropics, 
nor tropical fish in the Arctics. Though native 
to the desert, the lion will perish when the sand- 
fly survives. 

The fittest does not primarily mean the strong- 
est. The minutest may survive the mightiest. 
Existence itself depends on adaptation to envi- 
ronment. This fitness is followed by fitness of 
strength. Given life with favorable elements, the 
strongest will prevail. This is the fitness usually 
assigned to nature, "red in tooth and claw." 
But we must not forget that the first condition of 
existence is adaptation to element. In this Na- 
ture makes no misfits. Every kind of life is 
bom under conditions fitted to its maintenance. 
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Though man may make life in some measure 
conform to other conditions than Nature has 
prescribed, he can do but little towards changing 
the general arrangement. Organisms and ele- 
ments being in accord, the next order of fitness 
is strength. The aim of Nature is the most per- 
fect physical existence ; and the survival of the 
strongest secures this. 

In the Spiritual World we have the same kind 
of fitness. It is, firsts adaptation to element. 
That element is Love. 

But that element is foreign to the natural man. 
He could no more survive in it than in the sea. 
Unmodified by Christian civilization he is a can- 
nibal of the South Seas, who welcomes the mis- 
sionary — the message-bearer of divine love — 
with the club of death, and then feasts on his 
body. It is not a matter of cultivation. Man 
can no more be conformed to spiritual environ- 
ment by human effort, than a fish can be made 
to live on land. 

Darwin says of himself, though grown in the 
Christian atmosphere of England, that he had no 
capacity for religion. He illustrated his own teach- 
ing. As a child Darwin had a capacity for receiv- 
ing regenerating truth. Had he* received this 
truth and lived in it, as he did physical science, 
he would have been as eminent a Christian as he 
was a scientist. Having eyes and not using them, 
they became blind, — retaining the marks of eyes 
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once enjoyed but now lost, like the fish in Mam- 
moth Cave. Adaptation to environment is a first 
law in the Spiritual World, and that adaptation 
can come only by being bom into it. Ritualism is 
a desperate effort to conform the natural man to 
love, but the heart is still enmity toward God. 
Love is the native air of the Spiritual World, and 
there is no greater fitness for that element than 
prayer. Prayer is to the spiritual nature what pure 
air is to the body ; such prayer is communion. 
It includes two persons, and is an interchange 
of mutual divine friendship. It is the highest 
joy in the universe. It is the creature en rapport 
with the Creator. A clock is not needed in the 
closet. Joy swallows up all note of time. True 
prayer, like preaching, is not measured by a thirty- 
minute rule. If it is not real, it is long, however 
short the time. The only limit is duty elsewhere. 
Such prayer is far removed from a " reflex" benefit. 
It is the difference between duty and privilege. 
^ ^Conscience may be bought off by the forms, but 
L-\he heart is fed only by the joy of prayer. One 
is the reflex influence of the Roman rosary, and 
the other is the ecstasy of a loving soul in com- 
munion with a loving God. The head may speak 
to men, but the heart only can talk with God. 
It is the difference between the prayers of Jeremy 
Taylor and David Brainard. 

Such prayer is impossible to the natural man. 
He has no real friendship with God, and avoids 
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his presence. A closet of prayer would be to 
him a gasping vacuum. Prayer is, therefore, the 
nilometer of spiritual life. Liberal Christianity 
is almost prayerless, and is fed by the stream of 
a cold-praying orthodoxy. 

The absence of joy in prayer is a serious sign 
of one's religious condition. It is one of the 
strongest intimations that the renewing grace of 
God has never been experienced. 

It will be said that we live in different times. 
Christianity expresses itself differently in differ- 
ent ages. The cloister belongs to the past. Be- 
sides, the cloister age was inferior to the present. 
Active Christianity is better than passivity and 
prayer. The cloister, it is true, did not fairly 
represent Christianity. It was selfish religion. 
But we must not confound the cloister with the 
closet, and banish the latter with the former. 
The closet is the kernel of which the cloister 
was the shell, as Judaism was the husk of Chris- 
tianity. The closet is to active Christianity what 
the mountain-spring is to the rapid and refresh- 
ing brook. Activity cannot sustain itself. The 
ocean steamer will plow the waves for some 
time after the engine stops. When the spiritual 
fires of Christianity burn low, moral momentum 
may be maintained for a time, but it will soon be 
a spent force. One thing is sure, there never 
was a great revival of religion without great 
prayer. Whitefield says he spent days and weeks 
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on his face before God. There are such min- 
isters now, and their work is a spiritual progress. 
Look at the results of mission work, beside that 
of most churches. Why are the most abandoned 
characters of Water Street and lower New York 
nightly saved in Jerry MacAuley's humble chapel, 
while conversions are rare in uptown churches } 
There is but one answer : Wrestling prayer. 
The same is true in a measure of the Salvation 
Army. Think how many churches, which should 
be as full mountain-streams, are only dry river-beds 
filled with stones! What is the cause.? The 
pastor's study is not an overflowing spring of 
spiritual power. If a part of the time were de- 
voted to " still hours *' which is spent over the 
last book on infidelity or negative Christian liter- 
ature, things would be different. English deism 
was checked and almost destroyed by the tidal 
wave of Methodist praying power. If the open 
infidelity and the orthodox trend to new and 
liberal theology of our day is to be checked, then 
prayer history must repeat itself. 

Certainly no one of us, either in pulpit or pew, 
is excusable,' since God has so graciously said, 
** I will make them joyful in my house of prayer." 
Brainard tested these words among the Indians. 
He waited on God in the wilderness. Though 
spitting blood on the midwinter snow, he con- 
tinued in prayer until his entire congregation of 
savages was melted into contrition by the mighty 
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power of God. Such power is needed by all 
preachers and missionaries, by the officers of all 
missionary societies, by presidents and professors 
in colleges and theological seminaries, and by 
editors of our religious press. If all did have it, 
certain serious problems of our time would find 
solution. The one cure for theological doubt is 
the closet of prayer. The circle of truth is per- 
fect only when Christocentric. Stand at the 
centre of prayer with Christ and we will not be 
troubled with doctrines. We never hear of the 
"revision of creeds *' in time of spiritual interest. 
The army is then ready to move up to the stand- 
ards, instead of asking their recall. Preachers 
would then perpetuate their power. One of the 
most troublesome problems is the disposition 
of ministers after the age of fifty. Is it all the 
caprice of the churches ? Must we not admit 
that many have lost their spiritual youth .? Per- 
haps they never had any, but they had the fresh- 
ness of intellectual youth, which for several years 
gave them good pastorates. But now the enthu- 
siasm of youth is gone, and long neglect of 
"closet life" leaves them without power to in- 
terest and inspire. More able are they, in many 
respects, than ever before, but in spiritual decline. 
" Eternal life " grows younger as it grows older. 
We read of no retiring age in the New Testa- 
ment. The letters of " Paul the aged " to young 
Pastor Timothy have a fire and force more youth- 
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ful than Timothy himself ; and John, the last of 
the apostles, was never so eloquent as when, too 
infirm to walk, he was carried to church, and 
said, "Brethren, love one another, for God is 
love." The secret of both apostolic lives was 
secret prayer. If the prayer life of preachers 
were in any kind of proportion to their numbers, 
what a different Christianity we should have! 
Christ accomplished his ministry of power in 
three years because such a large portion of his 
time was given to prayer. Prayer power is 
simply the survival of the fittest. 

If such communion is the Spiritual Life on 
earth, so must it be in heaven ; same in kind, 
different in degree. If the natural man finds 
the closet of prayer on earth a gasping vacuum, 
what would heaven be, when face to face with 
God } If there are no misfits in Nature, we need 
fear none in the Spiritual World, for the natural 
law of adaptation to environment still prevails. 

Spiritual gravitation will classify character in 
the future world as well as the present. Every 
man will go to his own place, — the place he is 
fitted for. Heaven will be for the survival of 
those fitted for it. Only those who live on love 
can live in the presence of a God of love. The 
natural man may object to his element in Hell, 
where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth, 
but he will be far happier there than in heaven, 
as shown by his choice of society on earth. 
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In Nature is found the germ of the principle 
of Love, which in Christianity culminates on the 
Cross. 

The mineral is sacrificed to the vegetable, the 
vegetable to the animal, and animal to man. 
Such sacrifice is necessary for food and drink, 
and also for reproduction. 

To furnish seed is the central thought in plant 
construction. To accomplish this the plant gives 
its own life. The Creator started the animal 
world with the injunction, **Be fruitful and mul- 
tiply.*' To do this parents must sacrifice for 
their young. This sacrifice is at best but self- 
ish instinct, and is only the involuntary offering 
of materialism. It produces, however, the best 
physical existence, which is the human body. 
Having reached this ideal. Evolution entered on 
a higher process. Roman civilization was the 
high-water mark of animalized human progress. 
She ruled the world. But man was not satisfied. 
He recognized in himself a capacity for higher 
existence. Rome herself was satiated with war, 
and her best minds have left on record their dis- 
gust with animalism, whether in brutal battle or 
when fattening on its spoils. Physical Evolution 
had reached its climax. It was Darwinism per- 
fected. Nature had run out, and Spiritual Evo- 
lution must begin, which takes in the whole 
scope of man's being : body, soul, and spirit. 

The human race must have a new ideal : a new 
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hunger and inspiration. In the fullness of time 
One came who alone could accomplish this. He 
came to complete Nature. There was no shock 
or violence. The Kingdom of God came without 
observation. Jesus quietly stepped out of the 
ranks and started a new procession of humanity. 

He did not decry the body. He superseded 
it. It had served a good purpose, but was now 
of inferior importance. It must never stand in 
the way of Spiritual progress. In fact it was to 
be " reckoned dead," so far as its old uses were 
concerned. As it had been the willing servant 
of the animal, so now it must be of the spiritual. 
Christ illustrated his teaching by his own ex- 
ample of indifference to physical wants. 

A fast of forty days could not tempt him to 
eat, contrary to his Father's will, and utmost phy- 
sical exhaustion was forgotten in his hunger for 
the soul of the poor woman at Jacob's well. The 
Word and Will of God were his meat and drink. 

The new Ideal of humanity reversed the former 
process of Evolution. This was necessitated by 
the changed material. The material world we 
are told was begun and finished by two forces 
— attraction and chemical affinity. Whence they 
came or what they really are, is beyond human 
knowledge. Newton could not explain the first, 
nor Faraday the second. This fact makes impos- 
sible a materialistic explanation of the origin of 
Nature. 
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Christianity in like manner creates the spir- 
itual world by these same forces, — attraction 
and affinity (Godward and manward) — which 
grow out of Love^ whose true definition is Sacri- 
fice ; and yet, so far as human knowledge or ex- 
perience is concerned, are as incomprehensible as 
the forces of nature. 

The love of God is incomprehensible. In 
fact Christ puts this higher process of Evolu- 
tion by Love on the plane of the miraculous, 
both because beyond human experience, and 
also a proof of supernatural wisdom. When 
Jesus sent a list of his miracles to John the 
Baptist, as credentials of divinity, He put as 
the climax the preaching of the Gospel to the 
poor. 

The physical miracles showed the vast chasm 
between Jesus and men. He was the first and 
only one on this earth at whose word were lifted 
the curtains of total blindness ; who put strength 
into palsied limbs ; clothed foul lepers with clean 
flesh ; broke the life-long silence of the deaf, and 
wakened the very dead into Life. 

But the preaching of the Gospel to the poor 
reveals the motive of these miracles, which is 
greater than the works themselves. The dispo- 
sition which led Jesus to do these things was 
his deciding proof of divinity. His self-sacrifice 
for others was more than any physical power. 
The Incarnation was more than the Creation* 
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Christ was the Life-Cell of Ethical Evolution. 
Herbert Spencer's recent admission that animal 
evolution cannot account for the ethical princi- 
ple in man is a wise concession. History at- 
tests the impossibility of its beginning, and pres- 
ent experience shows that it could not live in a 
selfish humanity of itself. It would be the de- 
velopment of a wolf into a lamb. 

That such a disposition was beyond all human 
experience was shown in a preceding chapter, 
and, therefore, Jesus proved himself the starting- 
point of a new humanity, and gave ample proof 
to John the Baptist and all men that He was the 
true Messiah, and Christianity the final religion, 
and we need not look for another. 

The two miracles which include all others stand 
at the beginning and close of Christ's life, as the 
gateways of his entrance and exit to human life, 
and both of which attest the same principle of 
self-sacrifice. The Incarnation identified Him 
with the poor, and his Resurrection opened 
Heaven to them. 

If the greatest miracle is to have the disposi- 
tion to work miracles for the poor, then the ob- 
jection to miracles is removed, since even the 
severest critics of Christianity admit this dispo- 
sition in Jesus. Admission of the greater would 
include the less. 

A miracle must show supernatural wisdom as 
an adaptation of means to an end. Christ, as the 



SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST. 1 53 

Author of supernatural Nature, gives ample proof 
of this in the survival of the strongest over the 
weakest. In creating the Spiritual World this 
process is reversed. The strongest are developed 
Out of the weakest. In reaching spiritual per- 
fection, does this process show supernatural 
wisdom ? 

The end to be reached is the conquest of sel- 
fishness by love. Regeneration is the planting of 
Christ, the Life-Cell of Love, in the heart of Man. 
Like all other life-cells it grows by dividing and 
multiplying. This involves self-sacrifice, and is 
resisted by the old nature of selfishness. What- 
ever, therefore, will call forth the increase of Love 
is a benefit. The poor are an irresistible appeal in 
both their physical and spiritual wants. Selfish 
resistance to this appeal leads to war, and war 
leads to strength and victory. 

A new-born soul in the spiritual world is like a 
new-born body. It is soft, and needs muscle. In 
the Struggle for Existence with selfishness it 
gathers strength. What the resistance of Nature 
is to the body, are temptations and trials to the 
spiritual man. How much opposition that na- 
ture can bear without impairing its love, is the 
daily test of life. Such tests are divinely ap- 
pointed as the wisest means to an end. That end 
is sanctification, which means adaptation to envi- 
ronment. Paul defined it, in the noisome Roman 
prison, as being content in whatever state he 
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might be. It is spiritual indifference to fleshly 
conditions. The conscious presence and approval 
of God are an ample compensation for the loss of 
all things. To attain this, we are to count all 
temptations ii joy. 

This struggle relates to the poor. Does our 
love for them show the Christ nature } To preach 
the Gospel to the poor meant to Him oneness of 
life with them. Jesus himself was thereby made 
perfect through suffering. To send a few crumbs 
from our loaded tables is an insult to the poor 
and an injury to ourselves. Love,* to be strength- 
ened, must give until blood is drawn from self. 
It must not only give, but go, and not only go, 
but stay; The truly successful slum work is done 
by the worker making a home there. Love turns 
the " poor smell " into incense, and insults into 
compliments, and kicks into fresh incentives to 
pray for those who despitefuUy entreat us. Such 
warfare develops giant strength. It suggests 
such representatives as Lord Shaftesbury among 
the London poor, and Dr. John Patton calmly 
and lovingly standing in a circle of cannibals 
poising their spears at his heart. 

Physical hunger obliges man to move in search 
of food. It makes him a hunter, and leads him 
to face death in many forms. He is thus de- 
veloped into a giant of strength, and acquires a 
quickness and nimbleness greater than the alert- 
est game. It is the struggle for physical exist- 
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ence, and the strongest survive. What hunger is 
to the body, is Love to the spiritual Man. It is 
an irresistible impulsion. It is the all-constrain- 
ing Love of Christ. It is the spiritual Nature 
panting for the Life in Christ as the parched 
tongue for the water-brooks. Such life is intox- 
ication. Richard Baxter, one of Oliver Crom- 
well's Chaplains, says of him, that '*he was of 
such a vivacity and hilarity as another man hath, 
when he has drank a cup too much." Intoxi- 
cation is simply the outcome of the desire for 
more Life. 

For the moment wine does this for the body, 
and poor Robert Burns, in the midst of. darkest 
troubles, could sing, " Ower a' the ills o* life, vic- 
torious." What wine is for a moment to the body, 
Christ is to man's spiritual Nature forever. To 
answer this panting cry for life, the Living Foun- 
tain was opened with the words, ** I am come that 
ye might have life, and that ye might have it 
more abundantly." 

The disciples touched the cup to their lips 
while Jesus was yet with them ; but He must be- 
come spirit before their spirits could fully drink 
Him in. When they did this at Pentecost they 
were charged with intoxication. True enough ; 
but Christ-intoxication, not wine. Paul notes the 
analogy, when he exhorts the first Christians, 
" Be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess, but 
be ye filled with the Spirit," and also to make 
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their ofiferings to the Lord with a joy amounting 
to " hilariousness " (Greek). 

Intoxication seems to give the consciousness 
of doubled strength, — superabundant life. Now 
that is the sensation of all Life in its fullness; 
and the first thing a Life-cell does is to double 
itself, whether an embryo of a tree, animal, or 
man. Its one-room cell is enlarged by partitions 
into as many rooms as Life, in its unfolding 
forms, may require, or the cell divides itself 
into separate germs. The cave of savage man 
repeats the process until it reaches the compli- 
cated modern mansion. 

The same is true in the spiritual realm. As 
the Tabernacle reached its climax in the temple, 
so Christianity will be perfected in the Heavenly 
Jerusalem. 

The struggle for Life, then, is to get into liv- 
ing contact with Christ. Now Christ identified 
himself with the poor. To get nearest to Him 
is to get nearest to the poor. The greatest good 
to the poor is the Gospel. Giving eyes, ears, 
hands, feet, or health, by miraculous power, would 
cause wonder and gratitude ; but giving ourselves 
in bringing the Gospel to the poor will convince 
the world and commend the Gospel as the final 
religion, and we need not look for nor desire an- 
other. This is not easy to do ; in fact it is un- 
known and impossible to man. It can come to 
the human heart only in the new creation by re- 
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generation or the reception of Christ, the Life-cell, 
into the heart ; and it can be developed only 
by identification with the poor, with whose beg- 
gary of sin Jesus has wedded the wealth of His 
Divinity. 

The poorest in this world, physically and spir- 
itually, are the millions in pagan lands. The 
Missionary life, therefore, represents the fittest 
and most blessed spiritual existence on earth as 
a Life of Love, and survives all forms of selfish- 
ness. 

To enter the fellowship of any guild is a per- 
sonal benefit. This is the inducement to join. 
All human fraternities rest on a selfish basis. 
Even the Christian Church is not an exception. 
It gives to its individual members more than it 
receives. But the foreign missionary service 
really seems an exception, — an instance of pure 
giving, with nothing in return. To give the hand 
of fellowship to a missionary with the accom- 
panying words, " more blessed to give than to 
receive," seems a keen touch of sarcasm. The 
blessedness appears decidedly in favor of the 
giver ; but a little deeper thought shows us that 
the missionary service is no exception. It is, 
rather, the strongest possible proof of the greater 
blessedness being on the side of him who gives 
himself to such service. The following consid- 
erations will indicate this : — 

It is a fellowship with the heathen. Selfish- 
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ness sees in such fellowship only loss. In fact it 
makes such partnership with paganism incredible. 
How can cultivated and refined men and women 
endure, much less enjoy and profit by compan- 
ionship with densest ignorance } How can pur- 
ity dwell with impurity } Livingstone's descrip- 
tion of society in the heart of Africa is brief, 
but expressive. "It seemed as if I were in 
hell," he said. And yet he had fellowship with 
it. He loved it. But in doing so we think only 
of Livingstone's loss and Africa's gain ; whereas 
the Dark Continent did far more for him than he 
for it. More light shone out of the darkness of 
yAfrica for the emblazonment of his name on the 
/ scroll of fame than went forth from him to make 
\ the Dark Continent light. Had it not been for 
\ pagan Africa, Livingstone's weary body would 
I not now be resting in Westminster Abbey, but 
' perchance in the grave of some " Village Hamp- 
den." 

The same is true of Judson. In breadth of 
brain he has been compared with Webster. 
Pouring out the fragrance of such a life on the 
reeking stench of Burmah seems waste indeed. 
But whatever eminence Judson might have at- 
tained in America, his star would have burned 
low and dim beside his '* star in the East," which 
arises higher and higher out of the dense and 
tangled jungles of pagan Burmah. 

What is the explanation of this.^ It is b$- 
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cause God in Christ has identified himself with 
the human race, however debased. This identifi- 
cation our Saviour confirms by the words at the 
last judgment : " Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me." If Jesus and the human 
race are one, then for our fellowship with the 
heathen we have Christ's in return. This puts us 
on the debtor side ; as Paul says, " debtors to all 
men." We get nearest to Christ by getting near- 
est to humanity. 

It is a fellowship of suffering. This is implied 
in what has just been said. But it needs em- 
phasis. The blessings of this fellowship will 
correspond with its sufferings. Suffering, after 
all, is the test of missionary character. The only 
true definition of love is sacrifice. It is not so 
much what the missionary does as what he is ; 
and what he is can be shown only by suffering 
for the Gospel's sake. Livingstone's endurances 
for science were great ; but Stanley might stand 
on the same level. What makes the name of the 
former go deeper into the hearts of men than the 
latter is his sufferings for Christ. It is Living- 
stone dying on his knees, in prayer for his poor 
Africa, that moves the world to tears of admi- 
ation and affection. It is Judson at Ou-peng-la 
enduring the pains of pagan cruelty ; it is his 
sainted Ann, as he found her on his release from 
prison, lying unconscious with fever, and with 
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her new-born child presenting such a scene of 
filth and wretchedness that Judson himself, on 
first entering his home, could hardly distinguish 
it from that of a native family ; it is this more 
than their missionary labors that canonizes them 
as martyrs of modern missions. Heathenism is 
suffering. It is only as the missionary enters 
into fellowship with that suffering that he shall 
be blessed. It must be a lack of such painful 
partnership that makes so few missionary names 
an inspiration. Such sacrifice "cannot be hid." 
Such examples are too rare both at home and 
abroad. Paul declared that he counted all things 
but loss that he might know the fellowship of 
Christ's suffering. Such lives are long, though 
brief in years. Brainard and Martyn were can- 
dles burning at both ends, and gave a correspond- 
ing light. No Christian service is effectual that 
does not involve suffering. 

// is a fellowship of kinship. This is precisely 
what it is supposed not to be. Missionary life 
is separation, not companionship. It is to leave 
father, mother, brothers, sisters, and often even 
wife, husband, and children ; to be parted, it may 
be, for years by wide and stormy seas. This 
is the crucial suffering in missionary life. But 
there is compensation : Jesus says it is a hundred- 
fold ; and even that seems too low. The mission- 
ary shall receive homes, mothers, brothers, sis- 
ters, children, and lands. When Judson's ship 
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reached Boston, having with him his three 
motherless children, and as the ship was work- 
ing up the harbor, he felt himself a stranger in 
the city from which he had sailed away, leaving 
home and friends, thirty-three years before. He 
was not a little anxious just where he should 
secure lodgings. How little he knew that thou- 
sands of the best homes in Boston and through- 
out the country would be only too glad to wel- 
come him and his children ! The railroads gave 
him, without asking, passes over the land. The 
missionary, without country, home, or, it may be, 
without family, in his distant and lonely tours, 
is the truest type of the heavenly pilgrim. But 
he shall have compensation. There is a family 
which no man can number, on earth and in hea- 
ven, of which he is an endeared member. Christ, 
as Isaiah says, is its " Everlasting Father ; " holy 
angels are its kinsfolk ; saints, martyrs, apostles, 
and all the redeemed, both living and dead, con- 
stitute its brotherhood ; earth is its compass, and 
heaven is its home. The missionary, most of all 
men, shares the sympathy and love of this great 
family ; all holy women are his mothers ; and all 
whose lives are moulded by his spiritual touch, 
for whom he travails in soul, are his spiritual 
children. When we consider the rapid expan- 
sion of this family through lands and ages, we 
see how small a measure of the fellowship of kin* 
ship is the ** hundredfold " of Jesus. True, this 
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fellowship lacks two important elements, — speech 
and sight. So far as these are concerned, the 
missionary must live alone ; but speech and sight 
can bring us only within a limited circle of com- 
panionship, — it is a physical limit. The com- 
pensation of the missionary is an ever-widening 
circle of unseen but intensely real fellowship with 
the good in all lands. There is not a city, town, 
or hamlet of Christendom in which he has not 
mothers who love him, and brothers and sisters 
who are in sympathy with him. All public wor- 
ship is a meeting of his great family to remember 
him, and every secret prayer is an aspiration for 
his good : — 

" These are the tones to brace and cheer 
The lonely watcher of the fold ; 
When nights are dark and foemen nedr, 
When visions fade, and hearts grow cold." 

How beautifully this is illustrated in Paul's 
life, — the pioneer missionary ! For Christ he 
was not only de-nationalized, but de-kinsmanized. 
He is, apparently, without family connection. 
Like Melchizedek, who typified Christ, without 
father, mother, wife, or children, he stands like a 
solitary oak of the forest ; and yet his kinsman- 
ship makes a larger list than all the other apos- 
tles together. Wherever he went, a new brother- 
hood and sisterhood were created for him, — even 
went before him and loved him before they saw 
him. In his letter to the Church at Rome, to 
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whom he was known only by reputation, he men- 
tions a list : " Phebe, our sister ; Andronicus and 
Junias, my kinsmen ; Quartus, my brother ; 
Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and her who is his 
mother and mine/' That noble matron in the Ro- 
man congregation whom Paul could call mother 
might well be honored by such a designation. 

At the head of this ever-advancing family of 
spiritual kinship, the missionary is the Abra- 
hamic leader into lands which God will give to 
his children for a possession. It is a great fam- 
ily, migrating heavenward, and the missionary, 
catching the tramp of the hosts behind him, will 
find it impossible to stand in the front, " mark- 
ing time." The fellowship of sympathy and co- 
operation of Israel will bear him forward. 

In this multiplication of the fellowship of kin- 
ship which makes the hundredfold of Jesus, there 
is a noticeable omission ; fathers are not multi- 
plied. Why is this } Is it not to crown human 
fellowship with the Divine.^ Human "father- 
hood " has been very disastrous to God's spir- 
itual family. Therefore Jesus said : ** Call no 
man your father upon the earth, for one is your 
Father which is in heaven." God reserved to 
Himself the fatherhood, that where all help of 
human kind should be far out of reach. He could 
take His child upon His own loving heart and bear 
him through all the sorrows and sufferings of mis- 
sionary life. 
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The supernatural wisdom of preaching the Gos- 
pel to the poor is seen not simply as the most 
effective method of developing the Christ-life in 
those who preach, but also in those who hear. 

If man is only mortal, then care for the poor is 
not a mark of wisdom, as has been already shown. 
But Christ valued man as immortal, and adapted 
means to increase that value. 

The wisdom of this plan is shown by following 
the lines >of Nature into the Spiritual world. In 
the physical world there is great correspondence 
between life and its environment. The law of 
demand and supply prevents any misfits. Life 
survives and develops because it begins in condi- 
tions which meet its wants. 

Spiritual life is the same. The Gospel is 
preached to the poor because they feel their 
need of it. The struggle for physical existence 
makes them receive with gladness the offer by 
the Gospel of something better. Their need is 
no greater than the rich, but their poverty makes 
them more conscious of and more willing to 
confess it ; and as man must receive the Gospel 
by a voluntary act, of course whatever makes 
him willing is an advantage to the Gospel.^ If 
poverty brings this willingness, it is an ample 
compensation for failure in the struggle for 
worldly supremacy. The survival of the rich is 
very short and cheap beside that of the poor, if 
the latter utilize their poverty in a struggle for 
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spiritual life. Poverty is God's method with Man, 
as Man deals with Nature. 

There can be no harvest without seed, and seed 
must be preceded by plow and harrow. It is a 
marvelous manifestation of God's Love and wis- 
dom that his Providence should make poverty the 
common lot of mankind. If the rich can remain 
lowly and loving, and give the first place to spir- 
itual things, they have a double survival and fit- 
ness. This is difficult, but not impossible with 
God. It is so exceptional, however, that the Gos- 
pel is directed almost altogether to the poor as a 
mark of divine wisdom. 

Since Sanctification is adaptation to environ- 
ment, it becomes a relative and progressive qual- 
ity by the rapidly changing fortunes of society. 
These changes are tests. The rich who are spir- 
itual in spite of their riches to-day may to-morrow 
be stretched on the rack of poverty. But they 
usually survive in the spiritual struggle better than 
those who are poor to-day and rich to-morrow. 

The tests of sickness and loss of friends are 
still more severe. These different processes be- 
come more trying as the spiritual nature is tough- 
ened and made stronger to bear them, until the 
loving soul cries out its trust, even though it be 
slain, and "would rather walk with God in the 
dark than walk alone in the light.** Thus Love 
is shown to be the "greatest thing in the world," 
because it grows out of faith, which is the " first 
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thing in the spiritual world/' The final victory 
over temptation is not the destruction of the latter, 
but a power of resistance which defies temptation. 

There is no sin in Heaven, but we are not told 
that there will be no temptation. It would be 
difficult to think of rational, free, moral beings 
without the possibility of temptations. Their 
safety and surety are in their instinctive and per- 
emptory resistance of evil. That fitness comes 
through survival in the spiritual struggle while 
on earth. 

As a means to this end God uses poverty. Na- 
ture stints Man for his physical good. Tropical 
wildness and abundance produces effeminate 
races. Northern nations work harder for a living, 
and to them is given the sovereignty of the 
world. In meeting new exigencies of existence 
new hardihood is gained. 

The Providences of God, in like manner, compel 
the spiritual man to earn his living, so to speak, 
and to earn it under increasingly difficult circum- 
stances. It is not only a mark of wisdom to direct 
the Gospel to the poor, but it is a necessity. 
There are wealthy Christians, — individuals and 
nations, — but they were poor, with rare excep- 
tions, when they received the Gospel. 

Missionary work has always begun at the bot- 
tom of society. But while this is a necessity, it 
is none the less supernatural wisdom in adapting 
means to an end. The end is a Holy Humanity. 
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It is a movement Heavenward. It is the reverse 
of Nature, which begins at the top and gravitates 
earthward. The former is as necessary for the 
evolution of Spiritual Man as the latter is for 
the physical. 

Nature is elective. She begins at the top, se- 
lects the best, and leaves the rest. 

Grace is universal. She must therefore begin 
at the root and inject a Life which can save every 
branch of the tree. Society, like a house, venti- 
lates from beneath. The top dies, but new forces 
come up from beneath. This is shown by the rela- 
tion of the city to the country. The former would 
soon become extinct were it not for the reinvig- 
orating power of the latter. The second genera- 
tion of city society is enervated physically and 
morally. The strong men in every department 
of city life were country boys. Their children 
will spend and waste their fathers' fortunes. It 
is a mark of divine wisdom, therefore, to take 
the stream at its head whose current will, further 
on, turn the wheels of society. This the Gospel 
does in aiming first at the poor. Poverty gives 
the stream of Christianity head force, which makes 
its flow resistless as it rises to higher social levels. 
The Gospel stimulates life to industry and econ- 
omy and integrity, which give thrift and suprem- 
acy. Human nature is bound to make the most 
of itself when it has received into its inmost life 
the unfolding cell-life of Jesus. 
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Christianity must first undermine society be- 
fore it can rebuild it. Undermine the foundations 
and the structure will fall. The poor are the 
foundations of society. As long as they are kept 
down as mud-sills, the crushing weight of aris- 
tocracy abides. The gospel regenerates and cul- 
tivates these foundation stones out of their former 
positions. They are elevated to a competition 
with the high castes in industrial life, and survive 
in the struggle. This changes the character of 
society. The foundations being removed, the 
coping tumbles down, and coping and foundations 
exchange places. 

This truth has ample illustration in Christian 
history. It has been repeated in the conquest of 
every new country. The process is now going on 
in India, in a striking manner. Here as nowhere 
else in the world, caste systems prevail. Prob- 
ably no prouder and more exclusive class of men 
can be found than the high-caste Brahmins ; and 
no lower and more despised class than the pa- 
riahs, who are named and classed with dogs. 

The Gospel sappers and miners began with the 
latter a hundred years ago, and to-day the coping 
of society is trembling to its fall. Regenerating 
and cultivating Christianity has done its work. 
The high-caste Brahmins see with dismay the 
lowest castes competing with them for the highest 
offices in the government. It is not simply a 
struggle for social position with them, but for 
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physical existence itself. It is marvelous what 
has been accomplished in a single generation. 
As representative of a class, one of the most in- 
telligent, accomplished, and influential women in 
India to-day was the child of a street-sweeper, 
the lowest of the low ; and was given by the de- 
graded father to a missionary, whose Christian 
influence and teaching have resulted in this beau^ 
tiful character. There is nothing so powerful as 
Love. It survives because it is the strongest 
thing in the world. It transforms character as 
presented in first chapter of Romans, to that in 
the 13th of 1st Corinthians. 

All knowledge and science are futile beside it. 
It is the power of God unto salvation ; no wonder 
Paul was not ashamed of it. The modern scien- 
tist stands on a hilltop, and commands a distant 
river or lake to leave its bed and pour itself into 
the reservoir at his feet ; whence it may be dis- 
tributed to millions of thirsting humanity. 

He reverses the law of gravitation. But what 
power can reverse the spiritual gravitation of 
that same proud -willed scientist, but the love 
of Christ i From the summit of Calvary Jesus 
draws the most stubborn wills of the race to his 
feet, whence He sends them forth to bless the 
world. 

This power is paradoxical. It both repels and 
draws. As a righteous Love, it hates sin, and at 
the same time loves the victim of sin. What has 
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been already said of the struggle for existence is 
true. Holiness makes war with sin. The repul- 
sion is deep and eternal. It is the separation of 
the good and bad in this world ; it makes heaven 
and hell in the next. But while holy Love hates 
sin, we must not think of it as a physical hatred. 
It reveals sin more by suffering on account of 
it than by resisting it. This revelation of sin 
startles and conquers the sinner. It is higher 
evolution than the physical. Conquest by Love 
is supernatural wisdom. It is not a mark of 
weakness but strength ; strength by which a child 
can subdue a giant. It arouses the wrath of the 
wicked, and then conquers that wrath by Suffer- 
ing under it. The Gospel is a record of its own 
power. The biographers of Jesus were saturated 
with Jewish prejudice. The power that could 
eliminate that prejudice from their writings was 
supernatural. This love suffers the loss of all 
things and gives the final farewell kiss to the 
nearest kin. 

It is the war of anvils and hammers ; one pounds, 
the other receives the blows. But the anvils al- 
ways wear out the hammers. How true is this 
of a loving Christianity. It has worn out many 
hammers, and is ready for as many more. North- 
ern barbarism dashed in pieces the Roman em- 
pire, but the Christianity which Rome had puri- 
fied and strengthened in the fires of martyrdom 
and the massacres of the Coliseum, received that 
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barbaric wave as a rocky cliff receives the sea. 
Not only was the roaring surf rolled back on it- 
self, but its nature was changed. The paganized 
tribes of western Europe returned to their north- 
ern homes, at least semi-Christianized. 

The majestic stream of Christianity which 
leaped forth in Jerusalem from the Pentecost 
flowed with resistless current through Asia Minor 
and, leaping the Hellespont, entered Europe at 
Thessalonica, the chief city of Macedonia. Mace- 
don is a phonographic word in history. It has 
been the gathering centre and point of departure 
of forces which have changed the face of the 
world. As we put our ear to the word we can 
hear the tramp of the gathering squadrons of 
Philip and of his son Alexander for world-wide 
conquests. Alexander was the world's conqueror 
by Force. 

Conquerors of the world hy force have moved 
from west to east. Conquerors of the world by 
lave have moved from east to west. The King of 
Righteousness follows the King of day ; " West- 
ward the star of empire takes its way.'* Force 
is destructive, first of the weak and then of itself. 
Love is constructive. It regenerates, and edifies 
— builds up. The eastern lands of the sword are 
cemeteries ; the Christian West is a new creation 
putting on giant strength. The Apostle Paul is 
the great Alexander of love, and in the onward 
march from Jerusalem plants the standard of the 
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Cross in Macedon. The Christian army has 
arrived in Europe. It plants itself here with 
energy. Love shows its conquering power over 
bitter hatred and crushing Force. Philippi sug- 
gests the old world method of victory. It is 
named from him who was himself a great warrior, 
and whose son Alexander stands at the head of 
the greatest generals. When assailed by Paul, 
Philippi roused itself for an old-time effort, to 
crush the new invasion. As if to show the city 
that Christianity could match physical power 
with physical, God rocked the city and prison 
walls with an earthquake. It was like the fall of 
a second Jericho. But this was only incidental. 
The real power was not in jthe earthquake, but 
the meek, unresentful suffering of the Apostles 
at the hands of the mob, and their midnight 
praises in jail. The earthquake roused the jailer 
to the despair of the suicide ; but it was the mag- 
nanimous Love of the suffering prisoners that 
broke his heart into penitence, faith, and love. 
The Gospel gained head-force in Macedonia, It 
was a strong, pure spring up to the time of the 
Mohammedan conquest. Even to this day the 
survival power of Pauline Christian Love is de- 
monstrated by a small evangelical church at 
Thessalonica, after all these centuries of infidel- 
environment, and the flow and ebb of the tides 
of war. 

It also became a point of departure of a world- 
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conquering Christianity as it had been of a con- 
quest by war. Paul moved to the Southwest. 
The deepening of his Love by the persecutions 
at Philippi and Thessalonica seemed to be a di- 
vine arrangement, to enable him to withstand 
the cold chill of Greek philosophy at Athens. 
As it was, even Paul did not seem entirely able 
to overcome the vis-inertiae of the Areopagus. 
He dropped from his positive tone of uncon- 
ditional surrender to the Lord Jesus to an apol- 
ogetic attitude, and yielded to the temptation 
which he put under his feet at Corinth — of 
imitating or using man's wisdom ; showing his 
familiarity with literature by quoting to them 
their own poets. Hie efforts were an apparent 
failure. The most effectual resistance is a yield- 
ing surface. As a matter of necessity General 
Jackson used cotton bales in the defense of New 
Orleans, but they proved far more successful 
than a stone wall. It is so with the Gospel. Its 
most powerful resistance is an easy, intellectual 
assent, without heart obedience. 

The first centuries of Christianity showed how 
helpful was persecution, which brought out those 
divine qualities of Love which are all-conquer- 
ing. Satanic tactics changed from persecution 
to resistance by imitation. It was the policy 
of Jannes and Jambres, who withstood Moses be- 
fore Pharaoh by duplicating his miracles. They 
were successful until they reached the fourth 
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miracle, which involved the creation of Life, 
when their folly was made manifest. The same 
is always true. The line is drawn between real 
Christianity and its imitations at the Creation of 
Life. Only Love can create Love, which is Life 
eternal, and Love grows by what it suffers. 

This was shown by the results of Paul's minis- 
try at Rome, as beside Athens. It was power 
pitted against power, in a death struggle. One 
was Force, the other Love, and the latter con- 
quered. The Nazarene dethroned Caesar. 

The surrender of Rome to Christianity was 
worse for Christianity than her resistance. Con- 
stantine was a foe in disguise. He made Chris- 
tianity imperial, and imperialism destroys Love, 
which is humility. Parasitism is as fatal in the 
Spiritual World as in Nature. It results in a 
degeneration of the Life that adopts it, and is an 
injury to other lives. 

Imperialism enervated Christianity. Its weak- 
ening power of Love was supplemented by Force. 
It, in fact, crept into the old shell of Caesarism. 
It used authority in religion as Caesar had used 
it in government. What Rome lost of the latter 
she gained in the former, and once more from 
her seven hills ruled the world. 

The greatest empire of Caesar was small beside 
that of the Pope, — who obtained material su- 
premacy through spiritual pretension. The Pon- 
tiff represented God, who was a Divine Emperor, 
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and could be approached only through a series 
of subordinates. The Son only had power with 
the Father, the Virgin Mary with the Son, the 
saints with the Virgin, and the priests with the 
saints, and the people with the priests. The in- 
tellectual framework of this Christian Caesarism 
was the theology of Augustine, and the organism 
itself was articulated by Hildebrand. 

The iron hand at St. Peter's brought Western 
Europe into abject submission, in both temporal 
and spiritual affairs. The latter was more will- 
ingly granted than the former. The greatest 
princes did not disobey the Pope. A strong gov- 
ernment is always preferred. Alliances were 
sought with Papal Rome, for the same reason 
that they were sought with imperial Rome. Its 
iron encasement gave it a sense of security. It 
compelled absolute submission, but gave in re- 
turn assurance of protection. Freedom was / 
sacrificed for Safety. This is parasitism. It is ^^ 
fatal to the full growth and perfection to which 
every Life should attain. 

If an injury to vegetable and animal life, how 
much more to man. Physical manhood is at- 
tained only by the free use of the whole body in 
maintaining its existence, — much more must 
the self-determining spirit of man, loving free- 
dom, act for himself in relation to God, or else 
be a spiritual dwarf. Such was Europe for cen- 
turies. Its hermit-life was the wretched life of 
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^ the hermit-crab which crawls into the shell of 
the mollusk, instead of developing its own larger 
shell and Life. The most that can be said of 
Christianity in Western Europe, after ten cen- 
turies of parasitism, is the extinction of all 
spiritual Life, and the survival of a shell, so hard 
and cruel as to crush every opposition. 

But there was another stream of Christianity 
which flowed out of Macedonia. Thessalonica 
was where the river divided. About eight hun- 
dred years after Paul departed for the South- 
west, the two brothers Cyril and Methodius 
started as missionaries from the evangelistic 
church of Thessalonica for Bulgaria. It was the 
branch flowing to northern and central Europe, 
as the former had bent to the South and West. 
It was a Christianity of Love. It had come di- 
rect from Calvary, flowing to Damascus, where 
resisting Saul was changed by its power into 
the future director of its current. The Apostle 
had received his commission from Jesus audibly 
and visibly. The Thessalonian Christians were 
his spiritual offspring. 

Cyril and Methodius bore the marks of Paul's 
parentage. They had the inheritance of the 
Apostle's missionary zeal and Love. They 
plunged into the black forests inhabited by the 
wild, rude tribes of Central Europe. They 
reached Moravia 863 a. d., and from thence they 
went on to Bohemia. 



SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST 1 77 

Finding the Slavs without a written language, 
they introduced a literature for tha,t part of 
Europe. Their Christian Love entered the strug- 
gle with the savage selfishness of the Teutonic 
races. They proved their Love by what they 
could suffer. Love was stronger than hate, and 
savageness gave way to their gentleness. The 
Teutonic wolf by the Love of Christ was trans- 
formed into a lamb. 

However, the greatest enemy was not the Ger- 
man barbarian, but the Romanized European. 
The stream of loving Christianity which had a 
direct continuity with Calvary via Thessalonica 
and Damascus, here met the other branch which 
flowed south and west from Macedonia, and was 
changed into Caesarism at Rome. When Metho- 
dius and Cyril reached Moravia all Western Eu- 
rope was under the power of the Pope. The 
Apostolic Christianity of these missionaries very 
soon gave offense to the hierarchy, and Methodius 
was summoned to Rome, but for certain reasons 
the Pope permitted him to return to his work. 
It was God's plan, that time and opportunity 
should be afforded to give such headway to the 
onflowing river of Calvary, through Central Eu- 
rope, as to secure its progress against all opposi- 
tion. That current was resisted by the Latin 
races for eight hundred years. It was a strug- 
gle which furnished an ample illustration on the 
one hand of the cruelty of a Christianity of Force, 
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and on the other hand the patient suffering of a 
Christianity of Love. 

A large per cent, of the population of Bohe- 
mia was crushed under the iron hand of Rome, 
and Force seemed to gain the victory over Love, 
in the apparent extinction of New Testament 
religion. But rivers that disappear from the sur- 
face are not always extinct. They sometimes 
gain headway by running under ground, and when 
opportunity is afforded, burst forth with new mo- 
mentum. 

The Bohemian Christians were expelled the 
same year that the Pilgrims were, both to reap- 
pear with added force, the former in the old, the 
latter in the new world. 

Hernhutt was the new point of departure for 
a Christianity of Love in Europe. The impulse 
given to the stream by the awful sufferings in 
Bohemia made Hernhutt Christianity almost Pen- 
tecostal in its conquering power. 

From that Moravian spring has flowed nearly 
the entire spiritual force of modern times. It 
was much more spiritual than Lutheranism, 
which was characterized by a large per cent, of 
Teutonic independence, rising up to resist the 
imperialism of Rome; but there was no resist- 
ance at Hernhutt. Those Christians traced their 
spiritual descent directly back to Christ, through 
Methodius and Cyril to Thessalonica,\where they 
grew out of the seed planted by Paul, whom 
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Christ made a spiritual life-cell at Damascus; 
and they proved their lineage by their ability 
to save others, but could not save themselves. 
When Count Zinzendorf was approaching the 
West Indies with a company of new missionaries, 
he asked them what they would do if they found 
the first missionaries all dead. They replied, 
" We will take their places," and he called them 
Gens ^temeL 

New Testament Christianity is missionary or 
nothing. This has been wonderfully shown not 
only in Moravian missions, but by the kindling 
of missionary fires in the hearts of all who come 
in contact with them. 

Wesley first came in touch with this fire in a 
small Moravian church in London, and after- 
ward visited Hernhutt, where 'he received far 
better preparation for his great work under the 
holy instruction of Christian David than all he 
had learned at Oxford. This Father of Metho- 
dism counted among his spiritual children great 
names. One was John Simeon, through whose 
sufferings Henry Martyn was converted ; also 
William Carey, in whom was afterward kindled 
the missionary fire by the Life of David Brainard, 
and familiarity with Moravian missions which 
were in the field sixty years before him. Out 
of the Wesleyan revival also came Claudius Bu- 
chanan, whose "star in the East" set aflame the 
heart of Judson. 
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The long night of German rationalism was also 
broken by " the spirit of man, which is the candle 
of the Lord." Schleiermacher was educated in 
Moravian schools, also his sister Charlotto, who 
had great influence over him, and all his life the 
great theologian acknowledged his indebtedness 
to the influence of Unitas Fratrum or United 
Brethren. 

Modern missionary Protestantism is, therefore, 
from the Thessalonian stock of a loving Chris- 
tianity, and attests the survival of Love over 
Force. 

As a religion of Force, Romanism is dead. The 
Christianity of Love has survived, and is too well 
established ever to be displaced. It has survived 
because fittest to overcome the natural heart. It 
is the Life of God in man. It satisfies him while 
on earth, and it gives him aspirations which will 
be fully met in Heaven. On earth man drinks 
from this fountain through faith and hope. But 
as great as these are, Love is the greatest, because 
Love outlives them, and brings man at last to the 
very fountain of Life in Heaven itself. 

Historical Romanism, as well as that now found 
in papal lands, is a horrible example and warning, 
and helps Protestantism as the loathsome drunk- 
ard is a help to total abstinence. 

The real danger lies further back in the ten- 
dency to parasitism in human nature, just as the 
danger of intemperance is found in inherited 
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appetites and incipient wine-drinking. As the 
life of God in man becomes weakened by its in- 
hospitable and resisting human environment, it 
reaches out for some man-made trellis of ritual- 
ism by which to support itself, and so enters a 
current which in the end leads to Rome. Ritu- 
alism rather than Romanism is the lurking 
and sleepless foe of a spiritual religion. Episco- 
palism is rapidly approaching Rome, especially in 
England, while non-liturgical denominations are 
more and more entering the channels of ritualism. 
The best way, therefore, to overcome Rome is 
not to attack the stream as it enters the sea, but 
at its fountain-head, which is a weak spiritual 
Life in all classes of Christians. 

As the Life of Love deepens, the stream of 
ritualisms disappears. The discouraging feature 
of present Protestantism is its lack of Love. It 
seems almost as cold and hard as Romanism. It 
makes one think that the cold-storage method 
had been applied to Christianity. All heat is 
eliminated so as to arrest nature and prevent 
decay. That may do for meats and fruits that 
are already dead ; but for growing and produc- 
tive Life it is fatal. Sailors know when they are 
approaching an iceberg by the lowering tempera- 
ture. There is this feeling in society about 
churches ; their very appearance is chilling. It 
is a painful thing to say, but it is necessary truth. 
Great heart-sore struggling humanity seems to 
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think of churches as the last place for sympathy 
and Love. It asks for bread and is given a 
stone. The saloon is the great cause of misery, 
but back of the saloon are other causes. One is 
the wretched home which drives many men to the 
social attractions of the saloon, and back of the 
home is the church, which has ceased to make 
the home what it ought to be. When there is no 
Love in the church there will be little in the home. 
What is wanted is evangelistic preaching, which 
is only another name for spiritual preaching, 
which is the preaching of Love. 

The term Spiritual is somewhat ambiguous. It 
makes the difference between the world and the 
church, the secular and the sacred. As such, all 
preaching is spiritual. But evangelistic preach- 
ing must spring from a spirituality that strictly 
pertains to the moral feelings or states of the 
soul, reaching and affecting the spirits. It is the 
spiritual gift, which Paul, by the Holy Spirit, 
longed to impart to the Roman Christians. But 
those who are spiritual only by external connec- 
tion with an ecclesiastical order often miscon- 
ceive this meaning of the term. It stands to 
them for mere feeling or emotion. Being them- 
selves without emotion they discount spiritual 
people as only emotional. It is true that spiritu- 
ality and emotion are not the same ; but it is 
equally true that emotion is the necessary pro- 
duct of spirituality. Man is a being of sensibili- 
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ties : these are affected by external and internal 
causes. The grand in nature moves men with 
the profoundest feelings. Their susceptibility to 
nature is measured by their emotion and its ex- 
pression. Art has a like effect. The cold and 
conservative artists of France for many years 
prevented Millet, whose " L'Angelus " is now so 
widely celebrated, placing his paintings on the 
walls of the Paris Salon, because they were pic- 
tures of feeling. Evangelistic preachers are quite 
generally regarded in the same light by many 
theologians and ministers. 

Poetry and philosophy are the same. Christian 
truth, in like manner, affects man as a religious 
being. It sets before the mind a sublime concep- 
tion of a God of holiness and love. As that con- 
ception is realized, there must follow profound 
emotion. The expression of the emotion will vary 
according to intelligence ; but the depth of it will 
depend on intelligence and receptivity. The ex- 
pression of a cultivated person amid Alpine scen- 
ery will be different from that of an ignorant one ; 
and yet the latter may not be so deeply moved as 
the former. Stillness itself is a sign of depth. 
It is so in the spiritual realm. The mind, spiritu- 
ally moved, must express itself, and its expression 
will be according to its culture. The expression 
of religious emotions is as natural and necessary 
as those excited by nature or art. The absence 
of such expression is quite certain proof of the 
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absence of emotion, and this in turn is proof of 
the absence of spirituality, its producing cause. 
Feeling must, therefore, follow evangelistic preach- 
ing. The preacher moves his congregation, not 
by excited manner, that has simply a physical 
effect, but by spiritual truth, which necessarily 
produces emotion. Feeling shows the mobility 
of soul which is essential to confession and con- 
version. While it is true that Christian experi- 
ence does not rest on feeling, it is also true that 
experience produces feeling ; feeling which both 
precedes and follows regeneration. The Word 
of God is the ground of assurance, but that as- 
surance is proved by the believer's feeling, which 
voices itself in Paul's cry of Abba, Father. The 
Bible is a book of profound feeling, alternating 
between tears and songs, sorrows unutterable, 
and joys inexpressible. A stoical Christianity is 
an unspiritual religion. The lack of evangelistic 
preaching is shown in the lack of feeling in the 
pulpit and pew. There is little old-time unction. 
The preacher is not deeply moved, and therefore 
cannot move the people. People are shy of evan- 
gelistic preaching because it is emotional. This 
at once discounts their spirituality. If it were 
only physically emotional it would have no effect 
on them, and if religiously so, the more the bet- 
ter. Their shyness, therefore, must be because 
they are out of touch with spiritual life, and 
dread its exposure of their true condition. Jesus 
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preached with deepest emotion. How often He 
was moved with compassion ! His physical na- 
ture was almost overcome with his feeling. It 
broke his heart to see human beings in such 
present and future misery. Jesus died of a 
broken heart, Paul besought men " with tears.*' 
White furrows would not have been seen on the 
coal-miners' faces had not Whitefield wept his 
message to them. It must be true of all evan- 
gelistic preachers. Spurgeon often exclaimed: 
" O sinner, my heart is breaking for you." The 
cry that comes up from a broken-hearted race 
must be answered by a broken-hearted gospel of 
compassion. 



CHAPTER VL 

» 

FURTHER EVOLUTION. 

Evolution is a " plan of campaign ** for the 
kingdom of God on earth. Such a plan makes 
manifest human destiny. Its study should give 
the Sons of Issachar understanding of the times, 
that they may know what Israel ought to do. 
The average aim of Christian service is low. It 
is the ambition of the soldier to keep up simply 
as a target for the enemy, instead of marching 
and falling with victory in sight. It is the sailor 
guiding his ship by dead reckoning rather than 
by sun and stars. It is the dweller and delver 
of the plain who never ascends the mountain for 
an instructive and inspiring outlook. . A planless 
Christianity is almost a useless one. Working 
for personal salvation, rather than carrying for- 
ward the world-wide enterprise of Jesus, has given 
us dark ages of Christian history. Such a plan 
throws electric light on the great movements of 
the church, revealing disastrous mistakes, and 
truer methods of advance in the future. The 
misunderstanding of this plan has arisen from in- 
sistence on doubtful details, instead of following 
trunk lines of scriptural statement. 
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History and prophecy must be seen through 
the telescope rather than microscope. We must 
take a large view. The River of God starts in 
Eden, and its broad, deep current bears redeemed 
mankind at last to the crystal sea before the 
great White Throne. Tributaries have some- 
times been followed for the main stream, and 
with sad results. Even eddies have been mis- 
taken for a retrograde sweep of the current. 
But before the celestial sea is reached, the river 
will widen into a terrestrial one, a beautiful type 
and foretaste of the celestial. Such a terminus 
of manifest destiny has, from the beginning, been 
the hope of mankind. 

The horoscope of heathendom predicts such a 
" golden age." It is promised in The Book as 
far back as Eden. Each succeeding prophet and 
Apostle has been enraptured with a more distinct 
and glorious outline of it. One word expresses it. 
That word is Brotherhood. It is the culmination 
of divine-human evolution. It will be a kingdom, 
but a kingdom of divine brothers. Pruning-hooks 
will take the place of spears, and swords will 
give place to ploughshares. That is the 

" One far-oflf divine event 
To which the whole creation moves." 

All history is sacred. The more profane it has 
been, the more it has seemed to be overruled by 
God to carry out his plan. The progress of soci- 
ety has been from individualism towards com- 



1 88 THE EVOLUTION OF SPIRITUAL MAN, 

munity and cooperation. The dead empires of 
the east did not die for lack of intelligent ability, 
but selfishness. It was a one-man power. This 
power grew until it fell by its own weight. One 
fatal defect destroyed the great civilizations of 
Babylon, Egypt, Greece, and 'Rome. They never 
included the principle of representation. The 
Republics of Greece and Rome were not based 
on the corner-stone of federation. They started 
at a central point, and grew by annexation with- 
out assimilation. Greece had two such centres, 
which grew until they met in self-destruction. 
Had Greece been a federation, she would have 
known no limit of greatness or continuance. But 
federation was impossible, even to the thought of 
her statesmen, because Christianity had not yet 
revealed the principle of Brotherhood. The same 
was true of Rome. She attached all nations, and 
held them all as conquered and subject races. In 
the end she had more than she could control. If, 
instead of articulating her national members with 
the sinews of war, she had substituted the living 
joints of a common interest and destiny, she 
might be a ruling power for aught we know from 
her seven hills to-day. But the principle of rep- 
resentation never even occurred to her great men, 
because their religion was that of nature, the 
fundamental creed of which is the survival of the 
strongest. A despotic government is self-destruc- 
tive. Oppression reacts on the oppressor. Sla- 



,' ; • 






FURTHER EVOLUTION, 1 89 

very in our Southern States wronged the masters 
as much as the slaves. If a slave-ocracy had been 
established, a state of feudalism would have been 
a final result. Each planter, in the end, would 
ihave had to defend his own acres against his 
neighbor. The strong would have crushed the 
weak. Society would have reverted to its former 
type of barbarism. 

Nevertheless, the history of all ancient govern- 
ments is sacred history. God used them for all 
they were worth as a foundation for a redeemed 
humanity. The value of Babylon to the world is 
its contribution of Abraham, — the seed of a spir- 
itual race. Egypt cultivated the seed into a great 
multitude. Palestine made the multitude into a 
great nation, which culminated in the Flower of the 
centuries, whose fragrance is fast filling the world. 
Greece furnished the language, which, like a 
classic vase, both preserves and transmits to all 
lands and ages the sacred fragrance of that 
Flower. Rome, as the resistless pioneer, cut a 
path through the dense forests of central and 
northern Europe, along which the procession 
which started with Abraham — the first emigrant 
and Father of a spiritual race — has advanced to 
the western hemisphere, and is now entering the 
Orient on the way to its starting-place in the 
valley of the Euphrates to clasp the girdle of 
Christ's dominion of mankind. 

Civilization is the nilometer of religion. Man's 
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relation with man rises and falls with his rela- 
tions to God. That Christ is the founder of the 
true and final religion, is shown in the birth and 
nurture it has given to modern civilization. Its 
strong vitality was felt in its first hundred years, 
in the corrupt empire of Rome. Had that vital- 
ity been maintained, Christian civilization would 
not have been detained until the nineteenth cen- 
tury. Europe remained paganized, because of a 
paganized Christianity. To this day the princi- 
ple of federation is unknown on the Continent, 
with the exception of Protestant Switzerland. 
France, though a republic, is not governed on the 
principle of local representation. Her provinces 
are entirely controlled by a central government. 
Papal power has always been less in England. 
It is not in the blood of the Anglo-Saxon to 
mince and cringe like the Celt. The strength of 
Christianity, as early as the fourteenth century, 
made possible the principle of federation in Eng- 
land. The seed of it was the Shire government, 
in which the four towns were equally repre- 
sented in the Shire meetings. This seed grew 
with the Christianity which made brothers of 
Englishmen, until the present parliament is the 
result which rests squarely on federation by 
local representation. Feudalism was too deeply 
rooted, even in England, to give federation a 
fair field. It was necessary for society to start 
entirely new, and entirely Christian. America 
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fulfilled these conditions. Our forefathers repre- 
sented the best Christian elements of England, 
and at the same time were free of all class dis- 
tinctions, occupying a common intellectual, social, 
and financial level. 

The Heights of Quebec may well be called the 
pivot of modern and future history. Wolfe's 
victory over Montcalm determined that Protes- 
tantism and not Romanism should rule in the 
New World. What Wolfe began in securing for 
America the rule of Protestant England, instead 
of Catholic France, Washington completed by 
wresting the Colonies from imperial England and 
uniting them in a Federal Republic. 

The principle of federation in town, county, 
state, and national government, has produced 
the Great Republic. And this has been possible 
because Christianity has been at once the basis 
and measure of American brotherhood. This 
brotherhood has grown in spite of a gulf stream 
pouring upon our shores its foreign elements in 
increasing millions. If the principle of federation 
is possible here, it is possible anywhere, if the one 
condition of a pure Christianity can be secured. 

The progress of this principle for the past 
half century is simply marvelous. The fierce 
fires of civil war welded the most distant parts 
of our country into firmest federation. South 
America, which Sir Edwin Arnold says is to be 
the last developed and grandest home of the hu- 
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man race, is feeling its way towards a Continent 
of federated republics. What is becoming a fact 
in the Western hemisphere is certain to be true 
of Europe and the Eastern world. We shall at 
last reach, as Tennyson says, "The parliament 
of man and federation of the world,'* 

The trend of history is therefore the mission- 
ary trend. The goal of history is the Brother- 
hood of man, and this is possible only as man 
is brought into the Brotherhood of the " Man 
Christ Jesus." It will be the solidarity of the 
human race, in Him, not made so by the birth of 
the Divine into the human at the Incarnation, but 
by the birth of individual souls into the Divine 
by the regeneration of the Holy Spirit. 

This presentiment of mankind, and forecast 
of inspiration, is confirmed by the evolution of 
Society. The intellectual, social and material 
development of the world has drawn the most 
distant parts into speaking interchange of thought 
and feeling. Steam trains and ships are the fly- 
ing shuttles which are rapidly weaving mankind 
into one web. The widespread use of the Greek 
language was a great preparation for the quick 
dissemination of the Gospel. 

The growing external nearness of the nations 
is a like preparation for the next great advance 
to the "manifest destiny" of human -divine 
Brotherhood. 

It will be a peaceful and prosperous world. 
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Satan's power will be restrained. All human 
governments will be dominated by a religious 
spirit It will be the fulfillment of Joel's vision 
of the spirit poured out on all flesh. It will be a 
Christo-theocracy. It will be the fitting consum- 
mation of human redemption. Christ shall be- 
come preeminent. God has given us the outline 
only. Like heaven itself, the details are withheld. 

It is enough that it will satisfy the utmost 
Christian desires for the kingdom of God on 
earth. 

All of the rapidly developing material condi- 
tions of human happiness will be equaled by 
spiritual environment, and more than fulfill the 
vision of the romancing socialist, " Looking Back- 
ward." 

If humanity is to be a brotherhood, then Christ, 
the greatest gift of Divine Fatherhood, must be 
shared by the whole family of mankind. It fol- 
lows that there is no full salvation for any one 
nation, without the salvation of all. No concen- 
tration of men or money can make any race 
entirely Christian as long as other races are des- 
titute of the Gospel. For God, to permit this, 
would be a father allowing one child to appro- 
priate blessings which he intended for the whole 
family. 

When all nations have received the Gospel in 
a fair or equal share, then all together will be pre- 
pared for the larger gift of the Holy Spirit from 
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God which will change mankind into a pure and 
loving Brotherhood. The quickest way therefore 
to make Christian nations more Christian, is to 
hasten on the work of Foreign Missions, and so 
fulfill the " manifest destiny " of mankind. 

That such an era is approaching is shown by 
a growing expectation in the human mind. His- 
tory is repeating itself. Our time has its analogy 
in the years immediately preceding the birth of 
Christ. That there was then a widespread antici- 
pation was shown by the visit of the Wise Men 
from the East. 

The moral hopelessness of the world, including 
also the Jews, excited an almost desperate cry 
and desire for a coming Deliverer. 

That Christianity is approaching a second great 
stage of its history, is commonly admitted. A 
Second Advent is felt to be as necessary to finish 
human redemption as the First Advent was to 
begin it. 

It is a cause of thankfulness that we have 
much more definite data concerning the former 
than the latter. In the Old Testament there 
was no standard time to set the prophetic clocks 
by. The First Advent was a time-lock, the com- 
binations of which were known only to God Him- 
self. The Jewish experts could tell Herod where 
the Jesus should be born, but not when. The 
bearing of the Old Testament on the reappear- 
ance of Christ is as uncertain as on his first 
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coming. This arises from the double meaning 
of prophecy, relating to both Judaism and Chris- t 

tianity, and also from the well-known differences | 

in Biblical chronology. \ 

The coming transition will be as great as that k 

from Judaism to Christianity. It will also be the 
same in kind, but in larger degree. The aim of \ 

the Old Testament is the foreshadowing of Jesus. 
The new is an indenture of the Old Testament, 
as well as an enlargement in making the shad- 
ows real and perfecting spiritual evolution. The 
coming age will be an equal enlargement on the 
present. Jesus will be much more real than at 
his first coming. When shall it begin .^ The 
Lord has seemed to set the hands of the clock of 
time himself. He fixed the striking hour by the 
explicit statement, ''This Gospel of the king- 
dom shall be preached in all the world for a 
witness unto all nations and then shall the end 
come/' Not the end of the world, for that is 
marked as the time of judgment. It is rather 
the beginning of the end, the beginning of the 
era that shall be closed with the final judgment. 
The end is so much greater than the beginning, 
that it might almost be mistaken for it, or at 
least the two might be blended into one. Jupi- 
ter and Venus have recently presented the beau- 
tiful sight of a gradual approach to each other 
until they appeared as a binary, or double star, 
though four hundred and seventy-five millions of 
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mUes apart. The moral consciousness of man- 
kind foreshortens the date of the last Judgment, 
and some have made it contemporaneous with 
the beginning of the next great change in the 
Christian dispensation. 

But this is man's fear and impatience, instead 
of God's forbearance. Jesus said, I came not to 
judge the world but to save the world. We can- 
not emphasize too strongly the saving side of 
Christianity. What the forces of this present 
Gospel age have failed to. do the coming age will 
accomplish by a multiplied spiritual power. It 
will be the " harvest home " from the seed sown 
in all lands since the Great Commission. It will 
be soon or late according as the Gospel is pushed 
to every creature. May not this suggest the 
difficulty of fixing the time by prophetic stand- 
ards ? It seems, after all, to be a human instead 
of divine contingency. 

This date was confirmed at the first council of 
Christianity ever assembled. The utterances of 
that Apostolic occasion would seem especially 
authoritative. They were inspired and approved 
by the Holy Spirit. 

Under that illumination and guidance James, 
the presiding Bishop, closed the discussion by 
announcing the first great stage of human re- 
demption in these words : " Simeon (Simon Peter) 
hath rehearsed, how first God did visit the Gen- 
tiles to take out of them a people for his name, 
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and to this agree the words of the prophets." 
That era began at Pentecost, and is yet in prog- 
ress. It is the Gospel age to the Gentile world. 
It is not marked by the Conversion of all the 
world, but the calling out from the Gentiles of 
the Church {ecclesia). When all the nations are 
represented in this ecclesia^ — when a Christian 
consciousness shall pervade all nations, — then 
shall Christianity enter on its final and full career 
of the world's salvation. 

If this be a correct view of the first part of the 
programme of redemption, it will throw light on 
certain important questions. 

The Present Religious Outlook needs solution. 
It is true, Christianity was never a greater power 
in some respects than to-day. But it is doubtful 
if it really gains on the world as a saving re- 
ligion. 

It is becoming a moral rather than a spiritual 
force, and moral force will soon spend itself 
when destitute of spiritual momentum. 

Many of its most hopeful friends are coming to 
believe that the Christian army is only "marking 
time.*' It is indeed advancing in pagan lands, 
and yet one hundred and eighty heathen or Mos- 
lem are born into the world for every soul bom 
into the kingdom of God. 

Dr. Strong (New Era) has shown, by a most 
careful collation of facts, that present Christian- 



198 THE EVOLUTION OF SPIRITUAL MAN. 

ity is a failure as to the salvation of the world. 
The Churches have fallen into the hands of the 
higher social classes, and are, therefore, unat- 
tended by the masses ; in fact, the attendance is 
less than the membership. 

These well-to-do classes are unspiritual, and 
bear about the same relation to the Church that 
the Scribes and Pharisees did to the Temple. 
These parties made the reformation of the 
Temple impossible. We must remember that 
Jesus was not murdered in the back streets of 
Jerusalem, but by the guardians of the Temple, 
for interfering with their authority. Prosperous, 
worldly ministers and laymen show to-day the 
same spirit of opposition to the few spiritual 
members who are found in nearly every church, 
and on account of which they are obliged to live 
much apart from the Church. Christianity is be- 
coming Churchianity. 

The world does not disbelieve in the former, 
but hates the latter, — as shown in a great audi- 
ence in New York, which applauded the name of 
j/Christ, but hissed a reference to the Church. 

The Christianity is not even holding her own. 
Christian geography is a sad study. The most 
desolate countries in the world to-day were the 
first to blossom with the Gospel. 

"Beginning at Jerusalem,*' the track of Chris- 
tianity through the dark world of heathenism 
was as bright and glorious as the broad wake of 
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the great steamship through the phosphorescent 
waves of the Red Sea. But the sad confession 
must also be made that, like the broad, bright 
path of the ship, New Testament Christianity 
has again been lost in the dark waves of human- 
ity. Mohammedanism swept it out of Mediter- 
ranean Asia and Africa, and Romanism sub- 
merged it in Europe. To-day there are only 
two large evangelical Christian countries, — Eng- 
land and the United States. Even in these the 
losses are about equal to the gains. The warm 
waves are soon followed by cold ones. The par- 
able of Jesus is forever true. The sower of the 
good seed is followed by his enemy who sows 
evil seed. Infidelity rapidly germinates, in mean- 
ingless creeds and empty forms of worship. The 
evangelical push of the West is considerably bal- 
anced by the atheistic, and even Buddhistic, clubs 
of Boston. Spiritual births in the New England 
churches are about equal to the deaths. Add to 
this the ever - widening cleavage between the 
churches and the laboring classes, and it must be 
admitted that the outlook is not hopeful. 

There are two possible solutions. On the one 
hand, many hold that there are multitudes outside 
the Church who are truly saved. Christian con- 
sciousness has so penetrated society that far more 
than we think really believe on Christ, though 
for various reasons they do not unite with the 
Church. This is certainly a charitable view. 



200 THE EVOLUTION OF SPIRITUAL MAN, 

But it violates the great law of spiritual gravita- 
tion : "Judas went to his own place." "The 
Apostles, being let go, went to their own com- 
pany." 

As low as the spiritual tone of the Churches is, 
they §till contain the Lord's people and are the 
natural home of all true believers. 

The other solution is a new era and incoming 
Spiritual Power, that shall not only conquer, but 
hold the world for Christ. 

This, in one sense, is to make Christianity a 
failure. It is a failure, just as Judaism was a fail- 
ure. While the body of the Jews were to con- 
centrate and abide in Palestine, God distinctly 
promised them the supremacy of the broad Coun- 
try extending from the Euphrates to the Great 
Sea, if they obeyed Him. This*they did not do, 
and as a consequence not only lost the larger 
domain, but even their own Palestine. Their 
whole history was a failure, and God has ex- 
pressed His disappointment in some of the most 
sorrowful words of the Bible. 

But in another and more important sense they 
were not a failure. They were a failure so far as 
pertained to their own good, but God did not 
allow them to make a failure as to His great plan 
of making Jewish history a preparation for Chris- 
tian history, especially in regard to a Saviour for 
mankind. 

The same is true of Christianity. The Gentile 
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has failed as did the Jew. It goes without say- 
ing, that the Gospel would have brought vastly 
greater blessings to the world if it had been 
obeyed. Christians have failed, as to their own 
good. But after all, the plan of God which is 
to save the world cannot be defeated by man. 
That plan is delayed and crippled, and yet the 
next era of Spiritual Evolution will grow out of 
and complete this as Christianity did Judaism. 

The command of the Great Commission is to 
carry the Gospel into contact with every creature. 
Whether there be many conversions or few, when 
that command is accomplished the great work of 
the world's conversion will go on to final success. 

It is Christian responsibility to preach the Gos- 
pel for a witness unto all nations. Witness and 
testimony are frequent words in Apostolic Chris- 
tianity. Preaching was telling what they knew 
about Christ. Such testimony would convince 
many. There is Divine power in the "foolish- 
ness of preaching." That power will be meas- 
ured by conversions. But after all, the Pauls and 
Brainards, Judsons and Spurgeons, have seen few 
conversions as compared with their congrega- 
tions. From this it must be true that the great 
commission did not insist on the conversion of all 
men, but was to be a notice served on all men of 
a coming kingdom into which all are now urged 
to enter, indeed, but which result will be secured 
only by Pentecostal power. 
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in the past as would be probable in the future. 
Must we therefore not conclude that the wit- 
nessing age of Christianity is to be followed by 
a confirming and enforcing era? It will be a 
time when the Holy Spirit will be literally poured 
out on all flesh, and men shall be made willing 
in the day of His power. It will be a diviner dis- 
pensation than the present, because a further 
Spiritual Evolution. Just as the Jewish was in- 
ferior to, but a preparation for, the Christian, so 
is the latter a preparation for the coming age. 

The cumulative power of this great truth is to 
emphasize Gospel witnessing, not less at home, 
but more abroad ; not running before we are 
sent, nor so fast as to make our testimony indis- 
tinct and ineffectual. Missionaries are to testify 
with such power as to plant churches of wit- 
nesses that shall be as mountain peaks to catch 
the first beams of the rising Sun of Righteous- 
ness in the dark night of heathenism. 

If there is no full salvation for any land, uiTtil 
all lands have been reached by the Gospel, then 
the energies of all Christians should be concen- 
trated on the parts of the world where Christ has 
not yet been preached. 

No one can deny that our Lord has placed in 
the hands of his followers the resources to fulfill 
his last command in a comparatively short time. 
When we remember what will follow that ful- 
fillment it seems incredible that any Christian 
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should not to his fullest ability bear "witness 
unto all nations." 

According to the prophets cited by Peter at 
Pentecost, and as reiterated in the Jerusalem 
Council, it will be a time of great spiritual power 
and blessings. It will be the same in kind with 
the preceding and preparatory age of gospel wit- 
nessing, but different in degree. 

Pentecost was a forecasting of that power. 
But Pentecostal power did not continue. It was 
only a foretaste, just as the transfiguration was 
an anticipation of heavenly glory. These are 
mountain summits, tipped with rising day while 
the valley is yet dark. But the millennium will 
be the true fulfillment of Joel's words : " And it 
shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour 
out my spirit on all flesh.'* The result of this 
outpouring, according to the inspired programme 
will be: (i) The restoration of the Jews. A 
literal rendering of the passage would apparently 
favor a material restoration : "After this I will 
return, and will build again the tabernacle of 
David, which is fallen down, and I will build 
again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up." 

The scriptures that suggest Christ's literal 
succession to David's throne are strongly Jewish, 
and are rarely positive statements of fact. The 
analogy of Scripture shows a progressive de- 
velopment from the material to the spiritual. 
The book which is properly designated as the 
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Acts of the Spirit shows Christ to be more power- 
fully present on the earth than when in the ftesh. 
The tabernacle of David is more real as a 
spiritual restoration than material, otherwise the 
temple would have been mentioned instead of the 
tabernacle, which was only a plain tent placed 
over the ark. To introduce the Millennium, 
with the material Advent and reign of Christ on 
earth, is a wide departure from the manifestly 
spiritual programme revealed to the Apostles by 
the Holy Spirit. The key-note of the Millennium, 
to the Jews, was the kingship of Christ, and the 
Hebrew domination of the world. A spiritual 
realization of this would be far more glorious 
than a spiritual one joined with a material sov- 
ereignty. The dissemination of Israel among all 
nations would be a greater advantage in giving 
them spiritual supremacy when God shall pour 
upon them Pentecostal spiritual power, than if 
they were concentrated in Palestine. Christ 
dwelling in them would be a much greater mark 
' of divine favor than sitting on a throne and 
reigning over them in restored Jerusalem. Greater 
than Solomon's temple is redeemed Judaism with 
Christ therein enthroned. Jewish souls, now in 
spiritual ruins, are the true tabernacle which shall 
be rebuilt over the Shekinahof Messiah's presence. 
The experience of converted Jews seems to 
confirm this. Those who most desire to return 
to Jerusalem are still Jews, while Christian He- 
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brews are very indifferent to the ancient land, 
though there is not much doubt that Palestine 
will yet attain to a large material prosperity 
through Spiritual Christianity. 

Jewish restoration having been accomplished, 
the second stage of the Millennium will follow as 
a sequence, viz., the universal conversion of the 
Gentiles. James so states it in the Spirit's plan 
of campaign. Jewish restoration shall occur, 
"i« orderthat'^ the residue of men might seek 
after the Lord, and all the Gentiles on whom 
my name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth 
all these things.*' The material' prestige of Is- 
rael among the nations in old time will be re- 
peated still more powerfully in a spiritual way. 
The Old Testament teems with such hints as 
" the coming of the abundance of the Sea," " the 
forces of the Gentiles," " the inhabitants of the 
Isles." This is confirmed in the New Testa- 
ment by the statement : " Now if the fall of 
them be the riches of the world, and the dimin- 
ishing of them the riches of the Gentiles, how 
much more their fullness." 

" For if the casting away of them be the rec- 
onciling of the world, what shall the receiving of 
them be, but life from the dead." 

" It is clear," says Lange, " that the Apostle 
awaits a boundless effect on the world from the 
future conversion of Israel." 

The Apostolic programme of Redemption as 
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given in the Council at Jerusalem concludes 
with this threefold outline. The plan is compre- 
hensive, and seems to be clearly stated. It is the 
working plan of the church, and is therefore an 
inspiration and guide. It concerns man's part 
of Redemption. What will follow the comple- 
tion of his work in cooperation with the Holy 
Spirit we are not here told. 

But we are told elsewhere, Christ will visibly 
return to the earth, in accordance with the assur- 
ance of the angels at His ascension. This re- 
turn will be for a final settlement of God's moral 
accounts with mankind, with assignments of 
eternal destiny to the good and evil. 

This is the main stream of Scripture, whose 
broad and deep current bears mankind at last to 
the sea before the throne of God. 

It is important, first of all, to discern when 
the river is widened from a Jewish Jordan into 
the spiritual stream of humanity. As the Mis- 
souri long tinges the waters of the Mississippi, 
so the Jordan colors even to this day the stream 
that takes its rise on Calvary. And some see in 
it more of Jordan than Calvary. 

A great part of the Old Testament that re- 
lates to the last days is the Hebrew conception 
of great spiritual facts, partly fulfilled at Christ's 
first advent, and entirely at the second. 

Streams of secular history have often been 
misleading. God is in history, it is true, and all 
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rivers will ultimately converge into the grand 
River of Salvation. But it is difficult for man to 
tell just when and where the junction will be 
made. Prophecy dimly forecasts it, but absolute 
certainty is not reached until prophecy has be- 
come history. That which relates to ancient 
cities can now be verified by their ruins. 

But the New Testament prophecy, though called 
the Revelation, is equally claimed by historical 
and futurist interpreters. The fact is that the 
Scripture panorama of time is a broken picture 
of so many parts, known and unknown, that no 
one has yet been able to fit them minutely into a 
perfect whole. 

The symbolic character of eschatology adds 
new difficulties to its study. The Millennium is 
to be a spiritual era. This is set forth in figures 
best adapted to impress material mankind. This 
is true of the final as well as preceding acts in 
the great drama. The whole plan itself has been 
thrown into confusion by misplacing the final 
and preparatory scenes. This is necessitated by 
the premillennial Advent. Certain accompani- 
ments characterize Christ's second coming. If 
that coming is premillennial, then these accom- 
paniments must take place during the thousand 
years instead of being at the close. 

This certainly is a confusion whose harmony is 
impossible. While individual passages are neces- 
sarily mystical there can be no doubt that the. 
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spiritual character and chronological order of 
these great scenes point to the second visible 
coming of Christ at the close of the Millennium. 
There is a first resurrection separated from the 
second by a thousand years. But the spiritual 
introduction and continuance of the Millennium 
renders a spiritual interpretation of the first 
resurrection far less difficult than a physical one. 

Auberlen says : " A New Life in the higher full- 
ness of the spirit shall extend from God's people 
to the nations of the world, compared with which 
the previous life of the nations must be con- 
sidered dead." 

The spiritual coming of Christ at the begin- 
ning of the Millennium will be none the less 
powerful because unseen, and the thousand years 
of spiritual domination will be crowned by His 
literal and visible appearance. 

This is a reasonable millennium. It seems as 
if the Pre-millennialists and the Post-millennial- 
ists might here strike hands without the sacrifice 
of truth by either. How much better this would 
be than to divide on the obscure vision of the 
apocalypse, the exact key to which has never yet 
been found ? We can all unite in this, at least, 
that the Millennium will introduce a state of 
Evolutionized Society from which •* looking back- 
ward " men shall wonder that mankind could 
have so long endured the pain and sorrow of hu- 
man history. 
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